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As Autumn closes in we all
need a boost to overcome the
loss of the Summer. Look in
Tuddenham and you will find a
harvest of joy.
Panto people are off again with
“Sleeping Beauty” as their latest
project. There are still parts to fill if
you are at a loss on these long
evenings...
The merits of the village are
shown well in the wonderful photo
Barbara Butler brought to the panto
meeting showing the play train
Thanks Tracy for this dog who graces our
bought using a donation from the
Barn Dance. How wonderful to see cover. He reminds me of my Mum!!! How
children smile despite such hardships about some other offerings, you lot out there?
in Romania.
Inside This Issue
Another good advert is to see
ex-residents return. Welcome to
Millennium
Page 2,4
Denise, Ian, Mark, Alistair and
Dominic back in the village, now at
The Granaries.
Welcome
Page 5
As ever the village continues
with its latest project, in this case, the
Fountain Fun
Page 7
Brick Appeal. There is still lots to be
done with £775 needed to complete
Parish Council
Page 9
the fund for resurfacing the Village
Hall car park. Please contact Fiona
Church News
Page 10
Woods at Well Cottage if you can
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W.I. Millennium Square
About this time last year W.I.s in Suffolk were
asked if they would survey a square kilometre of
countryside within three kilometres of their meeting
place. With this request came a very comprehensive
booklet giving a ten step guide and an appendix
showing the surveying of signs and symbols we
should use. The initial reaction was negative but then
we felt we might be cross wilt ourselves if we didn’t
“have a go.” We also had to photograph the four
corners - ninety degree panoramic views both in
Winter and in Summer from the same spot. Well, we
have just sent to Suffolk County Council via the W.I.
headquarters, our completed map and photographic
views and we are feeling jolly proud of ourselves.
The walks have been fun - even getting soaked and
bogged down and all taken notes
turned to papier mache. We have
noted so many types of trees,
hedges and ditches but think we
might be unique in having a
pumping station in our patch. We
also have The Fynn running
through, grassland, a meadow, cattle sheep and
horses, Winter wheat, barley and beans planted as
well as set aside land. Our thanks go to two coopted
W.I. members; David Lugo and Bill Pipe over whose
land we tramped and who were so helpful in filling
in our agricultural knowledge “gaps.” John Digby
also helped us to identify 34 types of bird song in the
Spring.
Next March, at BT Martlesham, all the surveys
will be on show and by this time we hope to add to
the display other photographs, anecdotes and
information about the “Square.” For this, please,
anyone can add their bit. Even if you don’t have any
info do try to get to Martlesham in March,2000 and
see what a kilometre square on the edge of your
village looks like at the turn of the Millennium.

ANYONE NEED A
CHIMNEY SWEEP?
We love an open fire. I
think it is a throw back to our
ancestors. There is nothing
quite like watching the flames. I
think that is
why bonfires
are
so
popular.
I know a
man
who
has
swept
1 8 , 2 8 0
chimneys in
12 years. He
has already swept 600 this year
including ours. What makes
people want to do this job?
Well, Richard Root used to be a
salesman and became
disenchanted so when he heard
from a friend that the present
owner of the business was
retiring he thought he would
have a go.
If you want to contact him
call 01728 748200.

Anne Frank
An exhibition challenging
racism, prejudice and anti
Semitism is at The Corn Exchange,
Ipswich, 2-13th Nov. Free
admission. We saw this in
London and cried. Please tell The
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THEATRICAL THOUGHTS
I am an avid theatre person, being
particularly interested in “the production”
aspect. I have done the rounds of Les Mis,
Oliver, Sunset Boulvard, Crazy For You, etc.
and each time left thinking “Marvellous. Why
don’t we come more often?”
Cats is a long running show which, despite
my interest in poetry - it is based on T.S. Eliott’s
work- never appealed because I heard that it is
mainly dancing. “All of the performers must be
trained gymnasts to be able to dance like that,”
said a thirteen year old friend. However, in order
to fit in with friends who were opera buffing, I
and another friend took a ten year old to the
show. To my amazement I was absolutely
entranced from the moment the cats made their
entry through the audience. They must have
done a lot of homework on feline behaviour for
their movements were totally catlike from head
to toe. A German family of four sitting next to us
said they had seen the production three times in
New York.
Recently as a double birthday and wedding
celebration, Tony (the Chapel) planned a
surprise trip to London which included tickets
for the family to see one of the latest
productions - “Whistle Down The Wind” at The
Aldwych. Elaine certainly was surprised when
walking along the busy streets she unexpectedly
came face to face with her family and to learn
they were all “going theatring.”
Tony said they were all very impressed
with the spectacular effects - a motorbike on
stage, a train, and most breathtaking, a great fire.
It is a Really Useful Theatre Company
production as is Starlight Express. I was
surprised to hear the story was written by the
wife of Sir John Mills, the actor, Mary Hayley
Bell, in 1958 and was first produced as a film in
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1061. It was originally set in Sussex
farm country but today’s production is
set in Louisiana, everyone wearing
Country and Western type costumes
and using American accents. Children
find a stranger in the barn who they
think is Jesus. The audience never find
out if he really was. The final scene is
a crescendo of effects leaving the
question unanswered.
Darkness fell in the auditorium,
the music started, tribal figures
jumped up in the boxes and then
slowly and deliberately two enormous
giraffes made their dignified way
across the stage. If you don’t care for
African rhythms like those made
famous in the Heinz advert, if
stunningly beautiful and ingeniously
designed animal costumes have no
appeal, if you believe that a Disney
cartoon cannot possibly make a West
End Musical then don’t bother to book
for “The Lion King”. Even if, like me,
you are not normally a great fan of
musicals, don’t worry, try it. I was
transfixed, spellbound and thoroughly
entertained. I thought that England
versus The All Blacks would be the
highlight of my weekend but I was
wrong! (Thanks to “Son of Raver for this
review.)

We would like to hear from any
readers about any theatrical
experiences, good or bad. Of course
the village panto is a great theatrical
experience. Nothing beats panto
atmosphere. That is why many great
stars like to take part. We wait to hear
from you with your theatrical thoughts.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
WARNING
Unfortunately there has been an
incident of theft of garden produce in the
village. This was obviously planned, not
casual, and took place after dark.
We hope that it will be an isolated
incident but if you know of any suspicious
car movements it always helps the police if
car numbers can be quoted.
M.W.

Millennium Matters.
We are still going ahead with plans for
an open air service on Sunday, 2nd January. Can you draw a line through Cat’s face without
Also to have a week of Millennium events in
touching any of the black lines?
Midsummer. The Steering Group will be
meeting again shortly.
Jo Kelm.

COMMENT
For several months some residents have
been unable to walk, comfortably and safely,
down the village street because of a few cars
which are parked with two wheels on the
pavement. With the oncoming early dark
evenings there may be further problems where
pedestrians have to walk in the road to pass a
parked car. Thus it is hoped that drivers will
be thoughtful and not break the law.

Birthday
wishes
to
Sam Woods

QUEEN

A tribute to Freddie
Mercury and Queen is on at
The Corn Exchange in
Ipswich on Thursday, 25th
November at 8.00pm. This
band have played to rave
reviews all over the world so
catch them live in your home
Next Tattler is

out in Novemb

er.

Please put any
copy, adverts et
c. through
my door - Pea
r Tree Cottag
e - or ring
785314 to get in
to print.

Tuddenham Tattler

WELCOME
A rather belated welcome to Judy, the
new occupant of Church Farm Cottage, near
the bridge. She is a physiotherapist in
Ipswich and has moved here because of her passion for
riding. For months previously, she had kept her horse
in the field behind the cottage and when the
opportunity arose to live within walking distance she
was delighted. She is a keen member of an Ipswich
Choir Group. Monica please note!
Welcome to James and Tracy, 7, The High Street.
He is employed by Suffolk on maintenance work, tree
surgery being one of his skills. He is a fresh water
fishing fanatic and takes part in match fishing.
Tracy works at Wherstead with Point to Point
racehorses. She is very interested in all aspects of art.
She kindly drew the dog for us which is on the front
cover of this issue. Let’s hope we can get more.....
I have seen lots of interesting things in people’s
houses. Once I saw an enormous tree in a sitting room
but never two iguanas before. I think number 7 should
be named “Iguana Cottage!”
Welcome to David and Louise at 9, The High
Street, Louise works at Heath Road Hospital. Her
nursing includes psychiatric and cosmetic work. I
think she thought I could benefit from both her skills.
Too late, I fear! She enjoys Eastenders, dislikes Judy
Finnigan, and particularly people who don’t say thank
you when she pulls in on Westerfield Lane. David is a
“music man” who plays in a Jazz duo, blues band and
dance band. He teaches sax and harmonica skills so
anyone wanting to begin or continue their skill should
contact him.
Welcome back to Denise Thick and family who
have returned to Tuddenham just in time for the panto!
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The Key
Formerly
known as “The
Running Buck” this
pub has become a focus for
Christian outreach in Ipswich.
That sounds grand, eh? Actually
I am referring to the cafe next to
Bethesda Baptist Church in
Ipswich. Have you tried it?
Open on Thursdays and Fridays
(more volunteers are needed to
open more days) it shouts out
“Welcome”. The fellowship
oozes from every pore. The grub
is made on the premises. The
waitresses are aptly named as in
“Joy.”
The building was bought
by the Church in 1993 and
Church volunteers cleared,
demolished, refurbished, and
now manage the place. It is a
wonderful advert for the power
of Christianity or should I say
love?! Alongside the cafe there
are conference facilities. We
have seen a Suffolk Wildlife art
exhibition there. There is a nonalcoholic cocktail bar and the
premises are available for hire.
Christmas parties can be catered
for.
So, should you wish to
contact the manager, Michael,
phone 211585. Otherwise, why
not pop in for a cuppa and a
chat. You might get hooked!!!
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Royal British Legion
The next meeting of the branch is at the AGM
at The Fountain on Wed. 20th Oct at 8.00pm.
Did you know the proceeds from the sale of
paper collected from the blue paper bank in The
Fountain car park go to the British Legion? Prices
for paper are rock bottom at the moment so any
increased use of the paper bank would be much
appreciated.

Suffolk Festival
Every year, since I have known about this
festival, I have written about it in The Tattler. Have
YOU been? It is, without doubt, the most
entertaining way to spend a day in Ipswich for
£1.20. Sample choral, solo vocal, drama, dance,
solo and ensemble instrumental sections and
marvel at what people can produce. The judges
are gentle, helpful and as dramatic as the
participants.
This year I watched Rushmere Hall School
pick up yet another trophy for their singing and
went dizzy to the incredible solo singers. But the
evening on Friday was beyond anything I have
ever seen or heard. Real tingle stuff as the adult
and older children competed in the Choral Section.
The winners, for virtually every group, came from
“The Voice Squad.” What an incredidible choir.
Their talent had the audience on their feet
demanding more. And they got full marks, more
than once. As the judge put it “If any choir wants to
know what to do and how to do it they should see
and hear this choir.” I think I flew home - I was
certainly floating! The whole day had been
wonderful. My congratulations to all who took part.
Try to catch it next October.....

CONGRATS
to

Congratulations
Sue and Guy

Whiting, “Fairview,”
on the birth of
Rebecca Lauren in
September.

Our Sympathies
Our sympathies are
with Ken Williams and
family on the loss of their
dear Joan.
She was a W.A.A.F.
during the war and later was
an active worker for the
Citizen’s Advice Bureau.
She was a W.I. member and
joined in all their activities.
We were glad of Joan’s teamaking at many Tattler
events as were many
Tuddenham
village
organisations. Joan will be
much missed and our
thoughts are with Ken at this

Tuddenham Tattler
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THE FOUNTAIN INN
Tuddenham St. Martin
01473 785377

FOUNTAIN NEWS
On second Monday in the month acoustic evening. A night when anyone who
plays an instrument is very welcome.
A really entertaining evening for those fans Folk, Country and Western, English and
Irish etc.
Every Tuesday live music and free food. Yes, can you believe it? Shepherds pie,
Spaghetti bologna's, and Chilli are examples of what has been freely available.
Friday Jazz usually very busy.
Saturday live music
30th October Halloween Party with prizes for the best fancy dress.
Plans for firework party yet to be finalised but late Nov. in order not to interfere
with family parties.
13th Nov. table top sale - see above. To raise “brick money.”

BE A BRICK!
So far 1225 bricks have gone - 775 still to
go... Very many thanks to all who have already contributed - individuals and village hall
groups such as the Toddlers, W.I., Wednesday Dance Class and Bowls Club.
Events are being arranged to raise more. Please support the first at The Fountain.
A table top sale is being held at
The Fountain car park on
Sat. 13th Nov. at 9.00-5.00pm.
£5 a pitch
Pub open all day
Tea & coffee available
Parking opposite
thanks to Mr. & Mrs. Welham.
Phone 785377.
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A report of the chapel fun evening.

Holiday Fun

On Saturday 16th Oct ober
Tuddenham Chapel held a family fun
quiz evening. In total there were 20
people competing while three organised
it. They said “questions are aimed at
old and young people” but I couldn’t
answer any of them, mind you I don’t
keep up to date with the pop charts!
The Brain Boxes won by at least 20
points, but then you’d expect it, they I
were all, but one, girls. I, personally
thought there should have been a
“second from bottom” prize, but then I
would as that’s where my team, Smarty
Pants, came! Apart from that it was a
super evening. The food was great,
everyone catered for. Well done to the
organisers: Eddie, Hazel and Peter! I
hope there is another one soon!

Have you seen the
booklets available at sports
centres in Ipswich about holiday
fun for the October Half term?
They include courses as well as
hour sessions for swimmers,
skaters, ball players, crafts, and
much more. I suspect we are
very fortunate in all that Ipswich
Borough Council offers our
children Certainly the Ipswich
Library seems second
to none. Why not
make use of the
facilities your Council
Tax pays for? The
Museum has activities
such as fossil casting
as do the pools,
leisure centres
a
n
d
Christchurch
Mansion.
Have you
tried the free
access to the
internet at the
library. You can even send
emails. Why don’t you try
“erica2805@yahoo.com” to
email The Tattler editor! There
are lots of computer terminals
on both floors with a walk in
service all day. What a chance
to email a distant friend or
relative for no cost.
This is probably yet another
“Use
it
or
lose
it”

Katy Lopez

Editor: To all who did not attend: You
missed some great ideas for the next
Tattler Quiz which is coming soon...... And to
those who did attend: Hope you have a
photographic memory!! As one who knows,
thanks to the organisers for a GREAT
evening!
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Parish Council
The following article is
taken from the meeting notes
of the Parish Clerk taken at the meeting on
7th September, 1999.
Trevor Wright has been confirmed as the
new Tree Warden.
The Council have applied for the 30 m.p.
h. limit to be extended up The Clopton Road.
This seemed particularly apt with the huge
duck farm being built as you may have seen
on your walks up the Fynn Valley.
The Council considered the option of
converting Westerfield Lane to “Access only”.
Worries were expressed about the
danger of the debris on The Street opposite
The Fountain that washed down the hill after
heavy rain. This might lead to a road accident
or injury to pedestrians from flying stones.
Highway officials have already inspected the
area, cleared the debris and agreed to clear
the drains. The Clerk is to write to
Tuddenham Hall as it was thought that the
asparagus field was the primary source of the
debris.
The Village Hall Committee have applied
to The Parish Council for a possible loan to
cover the cost of paving the entrance drive.
This would be an interest free, one year loan.
The Council noted that an unlicensed car
is on the road in The Street and needs
reporting. The Clerk is to contact the
community policeman regarding parked cars
on the bus stop.
The Chairman thanked Ivan Jowers, our
District Councillor, for attending particularly in
view of his busy schedule as he is Chairman
of Suffolk Coastal District Council this year.
Next meeting on Tuesday, 7th Dec. at
7.30pm in the Village Hall.
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
SHOWS TRUE COLOURS
This article should be on the
front cover of a national paper but, as
always, The Tattler got there first....
On Saturday, 16th October, a
local District Councillor gave an
interview to a local radio station
about a recent problem and was
asked what the council were doing
about the people who had become
homeless as a result of the disaster.
He replied that as they had been
warned of the danger it was “their
problem.” And we have the tape...
Strangely, The Tattler is going
to thank this councillor rather than
report his misdemeanour as his
interview helped a village resident
get a good mark in her geography
homework but he had better
remember the power we have for
another time...!!!
So thanks, Terry Green for
being a sport!

Christchurch Mansion
Have you seen the painting of
Tuddenham dated 1887 hung in the
Victorian Bedroom at the mansion? As
ever, it was Ralph Taylor that found it for
me. As you admire it and note all the
buildings still standing in the village,
spare a thought for the staff of the
mansion who are suffering from cut
backs - even the post of curator has not
been filled . How about a letter to Sheila
Bagley, Ipswich Borough Council,
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St. Martin’s News

Safari Supper

The first Benefice Harvest Lunch
was held on Sunday, 3rd October, in
Henley Village Hall. The lunch was
attended by just over a hundred and
everyone seems to have enjoyed the
food, the company and the very pleasant
surroundings. The surplus of just over
£100.00 is being donated to a charity of
Witnesham’s choosing. The writer
noticed some missing faces from the
village and trust it was not the venue
which led to some regulars giving it a
miss. Remember, next year, that
transport can be arranged.
Our gift day is being held on
Saturday, 30th October, when the vicar,
Church Wardens and Jackie Lugo will
be at the foot of the Church Hill from
9.30am till 12.30 to receive gifts or just
to chat. Jackie will be running her
“Bring and Buy” stall as usual. The sun
shines on the righteous - we shall see!
The Church floodlighting scheme
continues into the Millennium for the
present fee of £5 per weekend.
Reservations can be made via Dr. John
Arthur at “Warley Cottage” or with Jim
Punton at “Finnlands.” Phone 785296.
Show your love by light!!!
We are saddened by the loss of Dot
Westrip who will now be happily
reunited with her beloved Charles. Also
sad to see the Wells’ leaving the village generous supporters of the needs of St.
Martin’s, but wish them “well” in their
new anchorage.
God’s blessings on all
readers.

One Saturday evening last month fifty
eight intrepid explorers left the comfort of their
own homes and set off on a mystery tour
around the dark village streets armed only with
bottles, pith helmets and limited funds.
Yes, it was time for the annual
Tuddenham Safari Supper. Later in the year
than usual; September rather than June, it was
already dark when we set out. Torches were
essential, especially for anyone wishing to
dodge the wicked potholes in our drive.
As usual Monica kept everyone guessing
where they were heading next on the
gastronomic trail, which always adds to the fun
of the evening. Acting as hosts is also fun and
not too difficult as there is never more than one
course to provide which limits both the effort
and washing up.
The whole evening is planned with
military precision and you have to keep one
eye on the clock especially if you are a host. If
you are not careful you could return home to
find a hoard of people pounding on your front
door demanding their pudding rights! Anxious
to avoid similar ugly scenes chez nous we hot
footed it home early to get the multiple kettles
boiling ready for coffee for the weary but
satiated travellers.
It was great to have several new people
joining in as well as the usual friendly faces. It
really is an excellent way to get to know others
in the village, second only to the pantomime.
This year the money raised was donated to the
Hospice.
Thank you Monica for
organising this event so
efficiently. We look forward to
doing it all again next year.

J i m

Paul &Teresa Jennings.

