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There is nothing, I have
been told, to say about
the outcome of the bowls
match! “We don’t want to
discuss it.” “Its only a game!”
So I will not tell of the sterling
performances by Kit Baker, Melvyn
Green (the Captain), or Keith Hull, the
Summer League Captain. Like Ipswich
Town, they are looking forward not back!
And if Tuddenham also looks
forward, to June, there are great things
planned. The Safari Supper is always a
winner as is the garden meeting for the
W.I. The Church Fete is at the end of
June and at the start of the month
Jubilee Day with the variety of planned
events at The Fountain also promises to
entertain all age groups.
A Village Sign leaflet is planned for
visitors to Tuddenham , see page 16.
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We would like to congratulate Steven
Felgate and Mary Havard on the
occasion of their wedding, which was
held at Witnesham Church on
Saturday, 11th May. We
wish both every happiness in their new
home and good luck for the future.
Joan and Charlie Smy

THE FOUNTAIN INN
Tuddenham St.
Martin

01473 785377

Jubilee Celebrations
Programme of Events for 2nd June

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

Tuddenham W.I.
Soup & Sweet
On Saturday, 13th
April, 61 adults and 3 children
enjoyed a meal of various
soups and a number of
sumptuous desserts, followed
by tea and coffee, all made by
W.I. members.
After
the
meal Mr Douglas
Ditta gave a talk
on the theatre
entitled “Life behind the
scenes” which was very
interesting and amusing.
The vote of thanks was
given by Cherrie Starling and
the takings were £280.50 with
the raffle raising £90 which
was sent to the Hospice.
Nesta Rapaport

2 pm

2.30 pm
3 pm
4 pm
5 pm
6 pm

Fancy dress parade (adults and
children) A royal or 50’s ear
theme.
Prizes for winners.
Treasure hunt for the children
Games for both young and old
Tea party
Presentation of Commemorative
Mugs
Adults can relax with more drinks
and a BBQ.

We will be playing music all day from the 50’s
so if anyone has any records, tapes or CDs that
we could borrow please drop
them into The Fountain.
3rd June: Sausage & mash with
Music Hall sing along at 8.00.
Bev
Tickets still available!

MUGS!
Please contact Arthur
Jackson as soon as possible
if you have children under
sixteen who would like a
Tuddenham Golden Jubilee
commemorative mug.
The Parish Council are
hoping to GIVE the mugs out
at the Fountain Inn Jubilee
Celebrations on 2nd June so
phone 785984 to get on the
list,
please.
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Neighbourhood Watch

IT Girl’s Utterances…

The Watch Committee met on
27th March to discuss various
matters regarding security in
Tuddenham.
Please contact your
area
r e p r e s en t a t i v e
directly
or
Watch
coordinator,
John
Lambert at Larks’ Hill, if
you are aware of any suspicious
happenings. If your information is
urgent contact the police as soon
as possible.
As the weather improves and
Summer approaches take care to
tell neighbours if you are away on
holiday, leaving a key and a
contact number. Arrange to get the
mail taken in and the house
watched while you are away.

itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com
kttsm@hotmail.com
Our It Girl is on exam duty this month so we have
given her time off. Our best wishes to all residents
who are in the midst of exams at present—may
all the questions be those you might have chosen!

What’s On
22nd June Jools Holland and
his rhythm orchestra in a midsummer forest concert. Catering and bar at
the site. Phone 01842 814612 or on line at
www.forestry.gov.uk
Guided Walks around Ipswich run every
Tuesday and Thursday at 2.15 pm. They last
90 minutes and cost £2. Special walks
starting at 2.00 include the following:
Architecture is featured on 18th May with
special characters of Ipswich in the walk on
25th May. On the first two days on June
there are walks about our Maritime Heritage.
On 22nd June is “Horrible History for
Grown Ups” a gruesome walk starting at
2.00 pm. Queen Victoria will not be amused
on 10th August.

Please contact the Parish Clerk
on 785984 if you are aware of any
recent road traffic
accidents in the
village. He needs to
know the date and
time as well as any
details as to what happened.
If you would like to join the
Parish Council and take an active
interest in the your village please
contact the Clerk on 785984. This is
your chance to make
Tuddenham the way
you want it to be….

GEMINI TRAVEL
Fancy an outing with no
parking
worries?
Try
Gemini Travel for some
interesting suggestions on
g462721
8th June Derby
at
Epsom, £38 inc. buffet and
admission.
22nd
June
BBC
Gardeners’ World Live for £32.50 inc.
ticket.
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AN ADOPTED SON OF SUFFOLK
‘There is no county in England that is better than Suffolk’.
Few in our village would argue with that sentiment, but the
quote comes not from anyone in Tuddenham, but from the pen of
one of the greatest scientists of the Victorian age. Born in
Northumberland, he spent the greater part of his life resident at
Greenwich, but always regarded Playford and the surrounding
area as his true home, indeed, he was eventually laid to rest in
Playford churchyard. A scientist whose influence even today, is
ingrained within the very fabric of our lives – from the weight of
a bag of sugar to the time on your watch – standards set or
advised upon by successive governments drawing on this
gentleman’s remarkable intellect…
Sir George Biddell Airy
(1801 – 1892)

KCB

FRS 7th Astronomer Royal

Airy was born at Anwick where his father, George Airy, was a much-feared (by the
smugglers, that is) member of HM Excise. His mother was Anne Biddell from Suffolk,
where the Biddell family was (is) well known. Promotion brought the family south to
Colchester, but Airy’s father had made enemies both within and without the Revenue and
his career was brought to an abrupt ending around 1813, following allegations made over a
missing sum of £600. His father went into obscurity and his uncle, Arthur Biddell largely
brought up the future Astronomer Royal from that point.
Arthur Biddell was a highly respected land agent and
valuer, who rented Hill Farm at Playford from the Marquis of
Bristol - as Clarkson (see below) rented the Hall from the
Marquis of Bristol. The estate was not sold until the death of the
4th Marquis in 1951. Although self educated, Arthur had an
extensive private library and friendships through the Quakers
with many prominent figures in and around Ipswich, including
Thomas Clarkson (the slave trade abolitionist), William Cubitt
(Engineer) and Robert Ransome (Founder of Ransomes of
Ipswich). (Airy’s mother was Arthur Biddell's sister; Arthur Biddell's wife was Jane, the
daughter of Robert Ransome, founder of Ransomes). Although he lived with his parents at
Greenstead, Colchester, and attended the local Grammar School, the young Airy spent as
much time as possible at Hill farm, where he devoured his way through his uncle’s books
and also became acquainted with the aforesaid gentlemen, who rather took the lad under
their wings too. There is an Airy family anecdote, although little borne out by archives,
that his astronomical interest may have been sparked by Robert Ransome, who showed him
the planet Saturn through a small telescope that he had fashioned in the Ipswich works.
Some believe that Clarkson became aware of Airy's intellect, persuaded him to go to his
old university, Cambridge, and so set him off on his brilliant career. Others feel that this
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might be generally correct but is not borne out by primary evidence. You see, I have been
working with the leading expert on Airy (Dr Allan Chapman of Wadham College, Oxford)
for two or three years now and find that the Clarkson assertion is accurate insofar as local
anecdotal evidence is concerned. However, the definitive proof is lacking - to the point
that Airy's meticulously kept and filed personal correspondence (in possession of
Elizabeth Amati in London - Airy's Great niece) tends to make the story as I have told it.
There is no doubt whatsoever that Clarkson was a major influence, but one major
influence with others as previously stated.
After his uncle’s death in 1860, Airy wrote that had his uncle been afforded the
same educational opportunities as himself, he would undoubtedly have achieved more
than he himself. The above picture is of Arthur Biddell sitting in the porch of Hill Farm,
circa 1855, and is a very early example of a printed photograph. The reverse of the
picture carries an endorsement by Airy’s granddaughter, Anna, in 1925 to the effect that
the picture is the only one extant of Arthur as he regarded paintings & photographs as
‘the making of graven images’! The background scene is unchanged to this day.
Airy’s uncle paid for extra private tuition for his nephew (usually via local clergy)
and Airy eventually passed the entrance tests for admission to Trinity College,
Cambridge, on a Sizar scholarship (a sort of working for your keep way into higher
education for the poor). His brilliance, especially in mathematics, soon showed through
and within a short time Airy was obtaining a reasonable sideline living by tutoring
students senior to him! An insight into his brilliance can be gleaned by the additional
personal – daily –mental exercises he set himself. Fluent in the classic languages, he
would convert any number of lines from a given book into Greek – then into Latin – and
then back to English to check if the translations were carried through correctly! He
graduated as ‘First Wrangler’ (the best of the best mathematicians) and was made a
fellow of Trinity on the spot.
These days, when graduates or youngsters taking a ‘gap year’ want to see the wider
world, they ‘back pack’ around. It wasn’t so very different in Airy’s day. As a young
man of limited financial means, he would frequently go on walking breaks literally all
over the country and would obtain his overnight lodgings by writing ahead to former
members of Trinity in whatever area to put him up. By this means, for instance, he
became a very great friend of William Wordsworth whilst walking in the Lake District.
His greatest ‘coup’, however, was in meeting a truly beautiful young lady (a description
given by many) who lived in rather more noble circumstances than his own and who
would eventually become his wife. Richarda Smith was the daughter of the Chaplain to
the Duke & Duchess of Devonshire at Chatsworth. Her father was a Trinity man and
Airy met Richarda when he stayed at Chatsworth whilst walking the Peak District. He
later recorded in his diary, ‘our eyes met and I knew I was done for’!! Within a few short
days he asked the Rev Smith for his daughter’s hand. In the true ‘Jane Austen genre’,
Airy wasn’t given a flat refusal, but was told to come back when his personal finances
had improved to the point where Richarda could be kept in something like the manner to
which she was accustomed…
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Airy’s reputation grew at Cambridge and in 1826 he was appointed Lucasian
Professor of Mathematics, a chair previously occupied by no less a figure than Sir Isaac
Newton and today by Stephen Hawkin. Still with an eye to Richarda’s hand, when the
better salaried Plumian Professorship of Astronomy and with it the directorship of the
Cambridge Observatory fell vacant a couple of years later, Airy got the job. Six years
had elapsed since his first proposal and within a few hours of being told he’d been given
that chair, he was on horseback and on his way to Derbyshire to claim his intended now
that he was ‘a man of substance’.
Airy was a meticulous man and attention to the smallest detail was very much a
hallmark of his. It has been said that if he used a blotter, he would note the time & date
of use on the blotter before filing it. The Cambridge archive of Airy’s work now
occupies in excess of 60 feet of shelf space! At the Cambridge observatory Airy made
good use of his connections to Ransomes of Ipswich and engaged them to build a
sophisticated wooden mount for a new telescope (all to his design) that the Duke of
Northumberland was financing. The Northumberland telescope still exists today in full
working order on the Ransomes mounting.
Following the death of in 1835 of John Pond, the 6th
Astronomer Royal at Greenwich, Airy was offered the
royal warrant to succeed him – he was just 34 years old
and had climbed to the very peak of the academic world.
He was to occupy that post for 46 years and would
revolutionise the practice and operation of the Royal
Observatory to make it one of the most highly regarded
scientific establishments in the world. In 1674, Charles
II established the Royal Observatory at Greenwich and
the first Astronomer Royal (John Flamsteed) was
The Royal Observatory, circa 1676
appointed to systematically and accurately survey the
positions of the stars for the benefit of the navy and as a means of determining longitude
at sea.
The problem of establishing longitude at sea would not be fully resolved for a
further 150 years and Greenwich became not much more than a lackadaisical ‘cushy
number’ posting for the regulation Admiralty Chronometers over the years. The arrival
of Airy at 7th Astronomer Royal would bring about (excuse pun) a sea change at the
Royal Observatory.
Once again he drew upon his links to the Ransomes family at Ipswich and, over
several years, gradually replaced all the observational instruments with groundbreaking
new telescopes to his design, largely built at the Orwell Works in Duke Street. The most
important of this new generation of telescopes was the Airy Transit Circle of 1851.
Essentially, a huge telescope fixed to rotate vertically between north and south and used
to accurately time & measure stars passing through its exact centre. By this means an
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accurate timekeeping method is established, as the stars are (almost) constant in their
apparent movement across the sky, due to the Earth’s rotation. Some years later, 1884,
an International convention in Washington DC established that Greenwich would be the
zero meridian line of the world and that that line from the north to the south pole should
be considered as passing through the exact centre of Airy’s instrument. It is fair to say
that an instrument built in Ipswich to the design of a local man over 150 years ago,
represents for all time the zero reference point for the measurement of the Earth’s
and the celestial longitude (known as Right Ascension) and is, therefore, the datum
point from which time itself is calculated. The much-vaunted millennium was made
near here! Airy was the man responsible for the world standard ‘Greenwich Mean Time’
and the Greenwich signal was his invention, originally a series of pulses sent to the
railway companies to regulate their clocks. Yes, the railways DID run to accurate
times – once. My wife, who commutes to London by train, whilst not holding Airy
personally responsible, would undoubtedly challenge the validity of using of the words
railway and timekeeping in the same sentence! Anyway, if you visit the Royal
Observatory today, you can see the Ransomes nameplate proudly displayed on the main
tube of the Airy Transit Instrument.
Airy’s life at Greenwich was never dull and, by the 1840s, he had come to be
widely regarded as the government’s chief scientific consultant. He was chairman of the
committee which eventually settled the standard gauge of the railways, chairman of the
board that established the standards for imperial measurements and the chairman of the
board responsible for the proliferation of Town Gas supplies – to name but a few of the
boards he sat upon - what we would nowadays describe as Quangos. He suffered from
Astigmatism of the eye and wrote a revolutionary scientific paper upon the subject,
making his own glasses and in the process, inventing Astigmatic Corrected Specs! In
all, Airy contributed in excess of 500 significant scientific papers on a wide range of
subjects – along with around 20 books.
In 1848 to support the founding of the Ipswich Mechanics
Institute, now the Ipswich Museum, Airy delivered a series of six
lectures at the Institute on ‘Popular Astronomy’. The lectures were
aimed at the level of the artisans & craftsmen of Ipswich and were
later published in book form, running to many editions up to the end
of the 19th century. Around this time too, a series of lithograph
portraits of the top scientists of the day by T H Maguire were
commissioned as a limited edition. The sitters included luminaries
like Faraday, Babbage, Davey, John Herschel and, of course, Airy.
He sat for his portrait (left) only on the understanding that cash
proceeds from its sales were to be donated to the Ipswich Mechanics Institute.
Although by the mid 1840s Airy’s fame and fortune was established, he still
hankered for the tranquillity of his Suffolk roots. He purchased a small cottage in
Church Lane, Playford, at the foot of the hill leading up to St Mary’s church. The
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cottage dated back to the Elizabethan era and was in a dilapidated state. Airy and his
wife designed new extensions and local builders altered the original cottage into a fine
country home for the family. The Airys would travel to Playford whenever the
opportunity allowed getting away from the smog at Greenwich, which was becoming an
ever-greater problem as the London suburbs overwhelmed what had been a quiet
Kentish area. They would almost always stay there at Christmas. A man of great
physical fitness, Airy would without fail and whatever the weather, take a constitutional
walk of at least ten miles every day until very old age. Without doubt he would have
taken many a turn through our delightful Tuddenham.
The Airys were a devoted couple and, although
he had something of a tyrant’s reputation in his
professional life (a reputation quite underserved), he
adored children and had nine of his own. Richarda
also suffered a great number of miscarriages over the
years. Getting back to the previously mentioned
‘Jane Austen genre’ of the Airy’s love story. Unlike
the impression conveyed in her novels, illness and
death did also visit upon the rich and famous. Of the
Airy’s nine children, four died in infancy – two Airy’s cottage at Playford today.
Originally just known as
succumbed to Scarlet Fever within a fortnight of each
‘The Cottage’, it has latterly
other and all are buried at Playford in the Biddell
been renamed ‘Airy’s’
family plot. Richarda passed away in 1875 and Sir
George eventually joined her in the plot in 1892.
Airy’s eldest surviving son, Wilfrid, inherited the cottage. Wilfrid was an important
Civil Engineer and, amongst his many commissions, was the building of the Orwell Park
observatory at Nacton. Upon his death in 1925, the cottage passed to his only daughter,
Anna. Anna Airy became an artist of some importance and a number of her works are
hung in the Imperial War Museum. The cottage was sold out of the Airy family when
Anna passed away in 1964.
Shortly after her father’s death, Anna commissioned a
monument to her father and grandfather inside St May’s church (left)
and, amazingly (to me at least) it is the only monument I am aware of
around Suffolk, commemorating one of the greatest of Victorian
Scientists.
I can recommend a quiet stroll around St May’s churchyard on a
summer’s day. It is my privilege to be acquainted with many of the
descendants of Sir G. B. Airy and, on behalf of them and of the local
astronomical community, I was further privileged on a delightful
summer’s morning last July to place flowers upon the grave of Sir
George on the occasion of the bi-centenary of his birth.
A largely – but not totally - forgotten, adopted son of Suffolk…
Ken Goward (with some small additions by Brian Seward)
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Hello again, and we have now had our Annual General Meeting, with Office
Bearers duly elected for the next twelve months. Monica Pipe has replaced Alan Forsdike
as Church Warden, and we wish her well in the position. Alan had to resign from his
wardenship of fourteen years as he is pursuing a course which will result in him being
Ordained as a Local Minister, which will enable him to perform the Sacraments within
our Benefice. We wish him joy and success for the future.
Services continue to be held at 0930 hours each Sunday and all are most welcome, as usual.
As from July there will be some changes to the Service being conducted on particular Sundays,
these will be as follows:
First Sunday
: 0930 – Holy Communion
Second Sunday : 0800 – Holy Communion
: 0930 – Family Service
Third Sunday : 0930 – Holy Communion
Fourth Sunday : 0930 – Morning Prayer
Fifth Sunday : Benefice Service – Time and Venue to be advised.

On Sunday 16th June there will be a Joint Service in the Chapel at 1100 hours,
which is always a joyful and warm happening.
A Jubilee Fete will be held at Poplar Farm on Saturday 29th June and we look
forward to welcoming all there!! Advance notice of the Harvest (Supper) Lunch—this will
be held in the Village Hall after the Harvest Festival Service on the 22nd September, and
will be a Tuddenham do only. Each village is doing their own thing this year – a good turn
out would be lovely.
Floodlighting Sponsorship continues to be well supported. As previously advised
sponsorship is now available for Special occasions falling on a midweek date. Special
Occasions can be defined as a Silver, Ruby, Gold or Diamond Wedding Anniversary; one
of the landmark birthday dates; a special birth; celebrating a special event attended by
guests from outside the Village – or things of such ilk. The cost for the weekend or
midweek sponsorship is £5, and bookings can be made with Jim Punton at ‘Finnlands’,
Clopton Road – tel:785296 or with Dr John Arthur at ‘Worley Cottage’.
The Rev Sam Cowley’s ‘Vicar Visibility’ day in the Village continues on the last
Thursday of the month. If anyone would particularly wish Sam to call on them for a chat
or for any other matter, please advise the writer (785296) who will pass on any requests
received. Such requests need not of necessity be on a ‘Visibility’ day, but at any
time you may wish.
Thank you all again for your continued support.
God Bless you and yours.
JimP.15.05.2002.
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Parish Council
The Annual Parish Meeting on 7th
May was attended by some residents
and our County Councillor, Steven
Hudson along with the Parish
Councillors and Clerk, of course.
In his annual report from the Chair, Bill
Pipe welcomed the appointment of
Arthur Jackson as Clerk with his
particular legal expertise. He recalled
the
death
of
Margaret
Taylor,
now a year ago,
and the resignation
of Colin Harper,
leaving
two
vacancies which had been filled by
Robert Buxton and Erica Lopez. Nancy
Pitcher resigned from the Council
recently and Bill thanked her for her
thirty years plus as a Councillor for
T uddenham bringing with he r
extensive local knowledge and loyal
service.
The precept has been maintained
at £3500 for a third year whilst
continuing to support the Church in
maintaining the Churchyard, the
Village Hall Committee and the
Playground Committee.
The Northern Fringe development
has led to meetings with Westerfield
Parish Council and other local
Parishes and an objection has been
lodged against the Plan.
Bill reminded us that Suffolk
Coastal District Council are in the
throes of initiating a Local Plan Review
and he invited us to step back and look
at our community, so that if there are
planning issues we feel need
addressing, we can make our feelings
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known.
He also recalled the damage to
the bus shelter and the seat erected in
memory of Edna Clarke (at the
entrance to Fynn Lane). He
mentioned that highway matters
continue to cause concern in the
village and receive our attention at
most meetings.
The Code of Conduct has now
been adopted by the Councillors and
Bill commented on it’s being a sad
reflection on society that the
Government feels that it is necessary
as it will only discourage people from
getting involved in the future.
Bill thanked his fellow councillors
and Clerk for their support and the
efficient discharge of their duties over
the year.
The Financial Report was given
by Jo Kelm who confirmed that the
Council are in a similar state to last
year with a healthy balance.
Gill Cruikshank reported on
behalf of the Village Hall that the
windows have now been replaced
with a new kitchen door and the
outside restained. The interior will
need much attention this year with a
new kitchen floor and work against
damp as well as painting. They will be
applying for a grant to help with all
these outgoings as hall rental covers
only routine running costs.
Gill also reported on behalf of the
Parochial Church Council that
improvements had been made to the
bell chamber and damp in the walls is
being attended to. She thanked
Andrew Offord for maintaining the
Churchyard and informed us that Alan
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Forsdike is stepping down as Church
Warden to be replaced by Monica Pipe.
Sandy Burn reported on the Play
Association and their pleasure at the
newly refurbished equipment in the
playground. Two forts, an adventure
trail which challenges balance and
coordination, newly repainted swing
frames a litterbin and two picnic
benches are there for you to use. She
thanked the Parish Council, TADPOLEs
Mr Lugo and The Tattler for their
contributions and noted grants from the
Lottery, Suffolk Coastal District Council
and the landfill contributions. She
thanked Steven Hudson, our County
Councillor, who has contributed towards
the fencing and gates to make this a
dog free environment using his locality
grants. The next target is new nets for
the goal posts.
Steven Hudson spoke about his
first year on the County Council where
he is the shadow cabinet spokesman on
education. Within his eight parishes the
most common cause for worry was
traffic speed and volume. He has been
involved in changing signs but was
unable to help as much as he would
have wished. The road repairs were
reported but waiting lists are long. The
Northern Fringe Development has taken
much of his time and he has been
involved with the S.O.C.s group. This
development will proceed, the details
are still up for question however. He
discussed “gating” the village and false
rumble strips with a resident and will
look into these options to slow traffic
down in Tuddenham. The road surface
from the bridge to Clopton Road is soon
to be resurfaced.
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At the Annual General Meeting of the
Parish Council Bill Pipe and Philip
Harvey were reappointed as Chair
and Vice Chair of the Council. Jo
Kelm was reaffirmed as Responsible
Financial Officer.
It was confirmed that a dog bin is
to be erected by the Council at the
entrance to Reedings Lane. A report
on Racial Equality was discussed and
it was agreed to keep it on our
agenda to raise awareness of how we
can help community relations for all
minority groups.
Philip Harvey presented his
“Village Sign Leaflet” and the Council
agreed to go ahead with this scheme
that will allow people to pick up a free
leaflet telling them about the sign at
the Fountain Pub,
Chapel, Church and
Village Hall.
A Village Web
Site has been set up
with the address :
www.tuddenhamstmartin.com Erica
Lopez will be glad to hear from
anyone who wishes to contribute to it
on 785588 or erica.lopez@btinternet.
com
The broken signpost outside the
Chapel has been reported and the
Council have asked that it be repaired
or replaced with something equally
pleasing to the eye.
The Tattler was asked to
advertise the Parish Council vacancy
now that Nancy Pitcher has stepped
down. Please contact the Parish
Clerk on 785984.
The Council are giving money
towards the “Jubilee Day
Celebrations” at The Fountain on 3rd
June. The mugs have been ordered
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so please contact the
Parish Clerk as soon
as possible if you
have children under
16 who would like
one. They are free!
The
Council
asked that all Road
Traffic Accidents in
the
Parish
be
reported to the Parish
Clerk so he has
ammunition in his
fight to improve road
conditions in
the
village.
A
Planning
Application regarding
Reedings
was
discussed and no
decision made in the
light
of
new
information pending.
F u t u r e
meetings will be on:
Tuesday 3rd Sept.
Tuesday 3rd Dec.
Tuesday 4th March
Tuesday 6th May.
It

was agreed
that at the next
meeting
some
recognition of the
passing
of
M a g g i e
Taylor,
who
gave so much
of her energy
to the village, should
be discussed.
Erica Lopez
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Most families have their difficult times and we all
know that families can break down for many reasons. But
have you ever thought about what a child must go through
when their family falls apart—perhaps through physical or
mental health problems or maybe because they simply
cannot find a way to get along together?
Sometimes this can mean the child or children need to
come into Suffolk County Council’s care for a while.
Hopefully this will only be temporary. Even in the worst
situations, the overriding wish or nearly every child in care is
to go home, no matter how bad home may have been. We
always try our hardest to keep families together but there are
occasions when this just is not possible, perhaps for the
safety of the child.
Being
taken
away from home is
always traumatic but
what can make it even
worse is being sent many, many miles away. Unfortunately
there is a real shortage of local carers, so sometimes this is
exactly what happens. And while there is much that can be
done to help families with problems, with the children fostered
far from home it can then become a great deal harder to put
the pieces back together. With such lack of stability in their
own lives, what chance do these young people have of
growing up to be a well adjusted, stable member of our
community?
The good news is that many of us can help. If you
have room to spare in your home, no matter what your status,
male, female, single, married, same sex partnership, working
or unemployed, you can offer to be a foster carer. You don’t
have to have any special qualifications just loads of patience
and a genuine interest in the needs of children. Think about it.
Are you someone who can bring hope to one child’s future
and help them put their life back together? Why not find out a
bit more? It wont commit you to anything so please call. We
can tell you more over the phone or send out information or
even arrange for someone to call and see you. The choice is
yours. But you do have a choice. Child coming into
care does not.
Interested? Phone 01284 352202 or 0800 3282148.
By the way, if you are already a foster carer on our
register and introduce a new carer you could receive
an extra payment. Fiona Wilmott, 01473 581612
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In memory of Erma Bombeck.

Erma, from U.S.A., needed an organ
transplant and even though she could have
been moved to the top of the list due to her
prominence and wealth, she refused to do
so, and subsequently died from organ
failure.
This piece about her was read out by
Jane Collier at Tuddenham Chapel recently
and passed on to The Tattler by Tony
French.
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never have bought anything just
because it was practical, wouldn’t show
soil, or was guaranteed to last a lifetime.
Instead of wishing away nine months of
pregnancy I would have cherished every
moment and realised that the
wonderment growing inside me was the
only chance in life to assist God in a
miracle.
When my kids kissed me impetuously I
would never have said “Later, now go
and get washed up for dinner.” There
would have been more “I love
you’s”, more “I am sorry’s”, but
mostly, given another shot at life,
I would seize every minute, look
at it and really see it, live it, and
never give it back.
Stop sweating the small stuff.
Don’t worry about who doesn’t
like you, who has more, or who’s
doing what but instead, let’s cherish the
relationships we have with those who do
love us. Let’s think about what God HAS
blessed us with, and what we are doing
each day to promote ourselves,
physically, emotionally and spiritually.
Life is too short to let it pass you by.
We only have one shot at this and then
it is gone.

If I had my life over, by Erma Bombeck.
I would have talked less
and listened more, I would
have invited friends over to
dinner even if the carpet was
stained, or the sofa faded. I
would have eaten popcorn in
the “good” living room and
worried much less about the
dirt when someone wanted to
light a fire in the fireplace. I
would have taken the time to listen to
my Grandfather ramble on about his
youth.
I would never have insisted the car
windows be rolled up on a summer’s
day because my hair had just been
teased and styled. I would have
burned the pink candle, sculpted like
a rose, before it melted in storage and
I would have sat on the lawn with my I hope you all have a blessed day.
children and not worried about
Warren Lodge Walk in Thetford
the grass stains. I would have
Forest will reveal the importance of
laughed and cried less while
rabbits to the Breckland landscape.
watching television and more
Meet at 2 pm on Sat. 3rd Aug, at
while watching life.
Mildenhall Warren Lodge but book the free
I would have shared more of the
walk first on 01842 810271.
responsibility carried by my
Special events are arranged on
husband. I would have gone to
2-4th Aug. at the High Lodge Centre
bed when I was sick instead of
in Thetford with Robin Hood, jesters,
pretending the Earth would go
archery, refreshments, theatre,
into a holding pattern if I were
banquets and medieval crafts.
not there for a day. I would
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What do you want from
your local NHS?
The views of patients, carers and the
public are crucial in developing and
improving the NHS. The Government
wants patients and the public to be
involved in all parts of the
NHS.
East
Suffolk
Community Health Council
represents the public’s
interest in the NHS and over
the last few months we have looked at the
following services; A & E, Stroke
services, Alzheimer’s drugs, NHS
dentistry, changes in GP opening times
and pharmacy availability.
We have discussed stroke services
with the coordinator at Ipswich Hospital.
When a patient leaves hospital there is
little support available for them and their
family in the community. We have asked
the local NHS to provide money to the
Stroke Association to develop a family
support system similar to that which
operates in Essex.
Liasing with the consultant and the
Suffolk Health Authority has led to
funding for new Alzheimer drugs and the
service linked to them.
We are talking to the local NHS and
Department of Health about dentists
displaying their charges and the problem
of finding a NHS dentist in some areas.
You can help us in our work by
telling us your views or getting involved
directly.
If you are interested please contact
me on 01473 226820 or Email me on
eastsuffolkchc@dial.pipex.com
Carol Johnson
East Suffolk Community Health Council.
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Go Ape!
Discover
the
pleasures of aerial
trekking high above the
forest floor through the heart of
Thetford Forest.
Encounter 41
variations of rope bridges, scramble
nets and “zip” slides.
Comprehensive safety instruction is
given. This route is available to
anyone over 4ft 7ins and is open
9.30 till 19.00 until 15th
Sept. Phone 07736
774818
or
Email
info@adventureforest.
co.uk
Other
forest
attractions include cycle hire, way
marked walking and cycle routes,
maze, adventure play area, low
ropes course for younger children,
restaurant and shop.

Glad to see
that all is well with Wally Damant
after some chest pains recently.
Sally Whinney is still fighting ill
health. As Tuddenham embraces the
summer weather we hope to see your
strength grow.
May the fresh Spring breezes fill the
lungs of Ken Goward who has been laid
low with pneumonia the last two weeks.
Joyce Offord is doing well after three
weeks of treatment at Heath Road. All her
talk about making Christmas Cakes
leaves me feeling quite exhausted!
Tuddenham welcomes Brenda
Beckett back home after her knee
operation. No marathons this year!

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
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Safari Supper

TUDDENHAM
CHURCH
JUBILEE FETE

For those of you who
have not braved the
Tuddenham lanes to
explore on a balmy
summer’s
evening
Saturday, 29th June
when all the other
2.00 at Poplar Farm
residents seem of like
mind and appear to be
Stalls, games, teas, ices, pony trap rides,
clasping bottles and
grand draw, tombola,
asking “Where have
Martlesham Youth Band,
you come from?” or
Admission 50p, children
“What did you have?”,
free.
now is your chance.
Complete the form
Any contributions of cakes, toys, books,
on our back page and
white elephant, nearly new, plants, produce,
offer it to your host
etc, gratefully received.
meister, Monica, and
These may be left at Old Vicarage, 785415.
await your fate…
Want to know more
first? Okay, so what
happens is you are told
where to go for your
first course. From there
on you get little notes
telling your where to
MARATHON EFFORT RAISES
walk for each course
THOUSANDS
but everyone meets for
Mike sets his sights on next year as
coffee at the close. If
pledges exceed £2700.
you want an extra spice
Tuddenham’s Mike Trotman will have raised more offer to host a course...
than £2700 for Children with Leukaemia after
completing his third consecutive London Marathon in mid-April.
Mike said: “There was an amazing amount of support especially as I was
running for the official charity of the 2002 race. There was always someone along
the course to cheer and encourage you during the run.
I was trying to run an even paced race this time and certainly felt the benefits
at the end of the race. This is the first time I have actually enjoyed
the last 6 miles and have been able to take in the sights and
appreciate the electric atmosphere.”
Mike – who finished in 4hrs 11mins — would like to thank
everyone in the village who generously sponsored him along with
Dave, Bev and all the regulars at the Fountain.
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Village Sign

SAFARI SUPPER
Saturday, 22rd June
Return to Poplar Farm (785272)
Name ……………………………..
Tel.…………………………..
I/We would like to come to the
Safari Supper
I/We would be happy to host one of
the courses.
Any special dietary needs

………………………………………………………
……………………………………...
……………………………………………….
See previous page for details!

Our
condolences to Mike Trotman on the
recent loss of his mother, Gladys.
Our best wishes to
the family at this difficult time.
Tuddenham W.I.
June meeting is the garden meeting
at Sycamore Farm with “An edible
necklace” as the competition. All
welcome on 11th June.

Next Tattler is out
in
June.

Please put any co
py, adverts
etc. through my
doo r - 5, T he
Granaries or ring
785588 to get
into print.
OR EMAIL at
“editor@
tuddenhamtattler.co
m”!

Philip Harvey, on behalf
of the Parish Council, has
prepared a leaflet about the
Tuddenham village sign
which is to be made available,
free of charge, at The
Fountain, Chapel, Church and
Village Hall.
This is in response to
repeated questions by visitors
to the village
who want to
know
more
about
the
sign’s history
and production.

VILLAGE HALL
Village Hall bookings are
through Fiona
Woods who
can be
contacted on
785856.

DENISE THICK

MSSCh. MBChA
Qualified in
Surgical Chiropody,
ITEC Reflexology & Indian Head
Massage.

Home visiting practice and now practising
on Mondays at the Woodbridge Natural
Healing Centre in The Thoroughfare.
For all your foot problems, stress, strains
and aches & pains.

PLEASE DON’T SUFFER
PHONE DENISE ON 785999.

