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November is here
and the shops have
been
celebrating
Christmas for months!
The Tattler doesn’t like
to lag behind so I hope
the events posted in
this issue will whet your
appetite for Christmas.
Thank you to all
who helped in making
the Village Sale such a
success. The final total
was
£420
after
expenses are removed.
Cakes made
£40,
plants and electrical
The recent heavy winds have done their share of damage
made £20, clothes in the village. Trees down, shed roofs off, tiles from house
raised £21 and the roofs, roads blocked and power down, for up to six days for
raffle and entry fee some people. Some tiles fell from Manor Farm outbuildings
made
£100.
Toys onto the road leaving repair work to be done.
grabbed £55 and books
got £27 while Tombola made £49 (all
Inside This Issue
thanks to efficient Kit!). Bric a brac raised
£81 and shoes gained us £9 with large
Christmas Carols
Page 2,
items raising another £27. The stuff left at
3&9
the end was taken to the Hospice Shop
Village Hall
Page 4
and we gave a donation to the Hospice.
Well done to all stall holders and thanks
Village Sale
Page 6,7
for the donations!

The Chapel and the Church are
holding a joint service at the Church
this Sunday, starting at 9.30 am. All
are welcome to join in.

Thomas Clarkson
Parish Council

Page
10—13
Page 14
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BEWARE THE SKIP RAIDERS!!
It may have been noticed that there has been a
gradually filling skip outside our house since 24th
September, receiving some delectable pieces of rubbish.
In order to load the skip with a wheelbarrow two
suitably long pieces of 9”x 2” timber had been nailed
together as a ramp. In his usual tidy fashion, the
Builder had stuck these down the side of the skip, ready
for further use as the job progresses.
On the night of Thursday 7th November, too late
for Bonfire Night, the SKIP RAIDERS struck with
daring, and, come the dawn, it was noted that the big
boards had gone! There must be at least two healthy
bodies, with suitable transport – a car with roof-rack, a
pick-up or a white van! They really were taking a
chance, with little possibility of a fast escape, the skip
being situated outside two bedroom windows and the
noise there would be when the boards were pulled clear
of the rubbish. They obviously were not too concerned
by the Neighbourhood Watch notices!
Perhaps the SKIP RAIDERS would be prepared
to lend or hire us the boards back for a few days, as
there is a wall to come down and the rubble there to be
loaded in the skip! Alternatively they may have thought
they were removing unwanted rubbish and may wish to
return the stolen goods to save new boards being
purchased. If the latter option suits, then just leave them
quietly alongside the skip!
The Editor commented that folks normally try the
surreptitious dumping of their own rubbish into an
available skip. Another comment was, ‘You’d never
think of this happening in Tuddenham!’ Our education
continues!
WATCH YOUR SKIP!!
Jim P- 11.11.2002

JOINT SERVICE

Church and Chapel unite
at 9.30 am, in the Church
on 17th November.
Join In!?

T.S.M.C.B. Report
Winter League, Div 1 East.
The season has got off to a rather
indifferent start, Winning our two home
games but losing the two games away,
maybe this is a hangover from last season
when we lost two finals on the same day,
and missing out on the summer league by
one point, things will only get better.

Results.
Tythe Barn, Away lost 9 –1.
Stutton, Home Won 10 – 0.
Polstead, Away lost 10 – 0.
Chelmodiston, Home Won 10 – 0.
Joe Rice Cup.
Having got to the final of this competition
last season we managed to get knocked out
in the preliminary round this time around,
very disappointing! This was to
Stanningfield, who beat us in the league
championship at Needham Market earlier
in the year, could they be our bogey team?.
We only managed a draw at home, and lost
3-1 away.
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IT Girl’s Utterances…
15th December
Tuddenham Fountain
6.00 pm

CAROL SERVICE
Carol singing, drama, and
festive fun for children and
adults alike. Starts at 6.00
but come earlier and grab a
seat before the rush!

itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com
kttsm@hotmail.com
1.
2.

3.

Everyone welcome to join in
the celebrations.
4.

WELCOME
A late but warm welcome to Scott
Davis and Zoe Heasman who have
come to Tuddenham from Poole and
Bournemouth. They are both BT folk
but there is much more interesting stuff
to be had than that… For instance
George and Edward, who live with
them, are curry fans. Did I mention they
are rats?! Apparently, according to
Scott, they are as affectionate as
Labradors but I took his word for that.
Scott plays the guitar and was a
roadie so looks just the type for the
panto net. Zoe might also fall for the
panto as she fell for Scott whilst on
holiday in Antigua and they are now
engaged. Must remind Monica to turn
up the heat at her place!

http://www.phonespell.org/ What does
your phone number spell? Go here and
find out!
http://www.psychtests.com/tests/index.
html tests to find out if you are thick, if
you are overweight, whether you have
a crush on someone, whether you are
male or female also what’s your
personality, IQ, careers future, lifestyle,
dating preference… etc! just about
everything!
http://www.goodthink.com/$
$tablecontents.html someone cashed
one of those annoying “you have been
entered for a prize draw and have one
$10000000!!! Claim your prize NOW!”.
Funnily enough the bank accepted it.
Read more…
http://www.metaspy.com/spy/
filtered_a.html Spy Site!!! This will tell
you what everyone is
searching for on search
pages around the world!!!
Fun!
Have fun! IT Girl!

CAROL SERVICE
11.00
Sunday
22nd December
Come to Tuddenham Chapel
for a Christmas Morning of
Carols with refreshments.
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Village Hall AGM
This meeting, on 15th October, was
a chance for the committee to go
through the year’s events. Gill
Cruikshank’s report as Chairman
summed up a year where the lottery
grant application had been unsuccessful
but Steven Hudson, the County
Councillor for the area, had donated
£2500 towards the refurbishment of the
hall from his annual Locality Payments.
This was gratefully received as was the
£250 given by the “T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s”.
The floor has been resanded and sealed
and the next jobs to be done are to
refurbish the toilets and kitchen. It is
hoped to put in double glazing in the
toilets
and
to
acquire
a
replacement fridge
and stove for the
kitchen. The hall
has a new vacuum cleaner and more
knives.
Gill passes on her thanks to Steve
Felgate for his work in maintaining the
grounds of the hall and to Eileen Offord
for her work to keep the interior tidy and
clean. Thanks also to Bob Tanner as
secretary and Fiona Woods as treasurer.
It was noted in the treasurer’s report that
electricity is a major annual cost.
The Hall certainly could do with
more money to raise the level of
decorations and facilities. Please support
your hall where possible with bookings
and donations.
It is hoped that Christ mas
decorations will go up in the second
week in December. The next Committee
meeting is on 25th February with the
AGM on 14th October.

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
Residents can book the hall for one
session for only
£25. That is for up
to 5 hours. Two
sessions are £40 and
three are £60—that
would be for a morning, afternoon and
evening.
Non residents can book one session for
£50, two for £75 and three for £90.
The hall needs more bookings to cover its
costs so please support it whenever you
can!
Phone Fiona Woods on 785856 for
details.

The Tattler is always
interested in your stories
of the present or the past
as well as drawings and
photos. Please contact
the editor on 785588 .

YOUR VILLAGE HALL
NEEDS…
A REPLACEMENT
STOVE AND FRIDGE.
Can you help? Are you in the
process of changing your kitchen
appliances? Please contact Gill on
785415 if you think you might be
able to help.

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
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WELCOME
Christine Wright moved into Tuddenham
ages ago so I apologise for not getting round
there sooner to have a chat, Christine.
Christine moved in from Ipswich to The Hill
on Westerfield Lane. She is a beautician and
hairdresser though she is working at a
second hand dress agency in Woodbridge at
present. You may have come across “Top
Drawer” when wandering along the High
Street.
Christine enjoys painting wit h
watercolours which explains why she was so
good at painting the trees in “Little Red
Riding Hood”, last year’s pantomime. You
may know that the bees orchid I featured in
our last issue was outside Christine’s house.
She told me that she has taken seeds, which
look more like powder, and hopes to plant
them next season. Any suggestions as to
how??? The Suffolk Wildlife Trust advised
her that the orchid only flowers every six
years. We will see….
Christine also enjoys singing with the
Holbrook Choral Society which Elizabeth
Gunn also supports. Good on you, ladies!

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSING
Facial and head massage
Cleansing and toning
Phone 785467 for a total
“pick me up”

TATTLER QUIZ
Saturday
18th January
Ring 785588 for tickets

Pantomime
The auditions are done at last
And Cinderella is cast.
If last night you missed
Be assured openings exist
Just ring 272
For options anew…
Front stage or back
It’s you that they lack.
So give them a call
And put in your all!
Good luck to adults
and children alike
who are taking
Associated Board
Instrumental Exams
this season!

WELCOME
Kasia and Raffaele Giaffreda hail
from Poland and Italy but are now married
and living in Tuddenham. Welcome!
Raffaele works for BT and has just bought
boots to play football in the 7th Division(!)
He is a good cook which sounds promising
for a Safari Supper venue! Kasia teaches
languages at Chantry and enjoys walking.
She came from Poland to study 9 years
ago.
How lovely to have them say that
though there are differences, people turn
out to be the same, the World over.
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Well what a day Saturday turned out
to be! It was a sunny morning which
helped in the task of delivering all
the stuff to be sold at the Village
Sale. And what a lot of offerings we
had. Clothes, books, glassware,
jewellery, furniture, bikes, lights, hi-fi,
records, toys, videos, cakes,
preserves, raffle prizes, jigsaws,… to
name but a few!

And so many volunteers.
Jackie, Valerie, Ann, Elaine, Tony,
Stev e, N es t a, K at y, Lei gh,
Rosemary, Paul, Dymphna, another
Tony, Jean, Joan, Sandy, Cherrie,
Kit and granddaughter Lauren,
William, Anna, have I mentioned
you all? I doubt it!
Then there was the added fun
of when the power would come on.
And the little inconvenience of the
fire alarm blaring as we set up. It
was nothing in comparison to the
grief that those who have been cut

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

off in their own homes have had to put
up with over the last week since the
gale on Monday! Mind you it was funny
when Sandy Burn tossed toys all over
the floor looking for the one to blame
for the noise, little realising it was the
alarm! Still the electricity men bought a
cake from us—they were so hungry
their boss thought they might eat a
tree! And, then the power came on, to
welcoming shouts.
At last two o’clock loomed. A
last minute rush to stick numbers on
the tombola offerings and a chance
to get a dig in on Kit for not being
ready! Later I had to eat my words
as she made a grand total of nearly
£50 towards our final takings. I
humbly apologise Kit and will you
come back next year, pleeeeeze!
Oh and we took a group photo
which you see here!
Then it was off, and the next

Just look at all these lovely cakes!

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
two hours are a blur of activity.
The lady who fainted at the door
just as we opened the doors, the
dash for bargains, the triumphs
vaunted by sellers and buyers
alike, the laughs at unexpected
sales, the comment on things that
we had expected to be snapped
up but which remained at the end,
the welcome cup of tea, the
gentle glare from Cherrie when I
reduced the ship she had been
about to sell by silly money, the
raffle draw, the chance to talk
through the afternoon’s events,
the clearing up and, at last, the
job was done. I wish I had taken a
photo of Cherrie at the end. What
a picture of fatigue! It summed up
how we all felt.
Counting the money was left
to Katy in the back room. Oh and
another count at home, along with
donations which gave us the final
total of £415.02. Phew! The
Tattler can go on for another
year!
Thanks to all who helped,
either on the day, or by bringing
things to sell, or buying. Where
would we be without you all?
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All ready to go at two o’clock!

A thought here for Peter Woods who
kindly dropped off some plants and
vegetables for us to sell. Fiona popped
round to the Hall later to tell us that
he had fallen from a ladder and
hurt his hip so we would not be
seeing the family during the
afternoon. Sadly it turns out he has
broken his hip and pelvis. As Tony
French mentioned in Chapel the
next day, haven’t we all had near
misses on a ladder? So my
particular thanks to Peter, and I
hope you get well soon! Look
forward to a rematch next year.
Tattler Editor.
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Hello again! Isn’t this lovely weather-look’s like the sun put his hat on and went off on
holiday! We sympathise with those who have suffered from power cuts and loss of telephones,
and our prayers for Peter Wood’s swift recovery from his lately acquired fractured pelvis.
Since our last submission we have had our Gift Day, with the best result ever as advised by
our Treasurer, Dr John Arthur. The final figure was £ 1283.50, of which £136 was from the
Bring+Buy stall – well done Jackie (and David on transport duty). Our thanks go out to all of
you who extended this excellent financial support, plus the pleasure of seeing many of you ‘on
the Hill’ on the day. We have also had the pleasure of welcoming The Royal British Legion for
their Service of Remembrance on 10/11. The Writer missed this Service due to a family
commitment in Surrey, but has been duly advised of the excellent turn-out to an equally
excellently conducted Service by Sam – ‘different, but quite moving’.
Services continue to be held at 0930 hours each Sunday and all are most welcome, as usual.
Everyone seems to have settled in to the new Service rota – viz:
First Sunday
: 0930 – Holy Communion
Second Sunday : 0930 – Family Service
Third Sunday : 0930 – Holy Communion
Fourth Sunday : 0800 – Holy Communion
: 0930 – Morning Prayer
Fifth Sunday
: Benefice Service – Time and Venue to be advised.
It is intended to drop a list of Services over the Christmas period through every door in the
Village, so we will not chunter on about dates here, but only remind you that all will be most
welcome to attend any and all! Sam Church and Dave Pub are having a role change on the 8th
December and hope to fill both venues – Sponsorship Forms are available at both locations,
and if you cannot reach either phone 785296 for any assistance. One piece of advance notice –
The 2003 Fete will be held on 7th June 2003 at Poplar Farm – see you there!
Floodlighting Sponsorship continues as usual, and is well supported. As previously
advised, sponsorship is now available for Special occasions falling on a midweek date. Special
Occasions can be defined as a Silver, Ruby, Gold or Diamond Wedding Anniversary; one of the
landmark birthday dates; a special birth; celebrating a special event attended by guests from
outside the Village – or things of such ilk. The cost for the weekend or midweek sponsorship is
£5, and bookings can be made with Jim Punton at ‘Camforth’, Westerfield Lane – tel: 785296
or with Dr John Arthur at ‘Worley Cottage’.
The Rev Sam Cowley’s ‘Vicar Visibility’ day in the Village continues on the last Thursday
of the month. If anyone would particularly wish Sam to call on them for a chat or for any other
matter, please advise the writer (785296) who will pass on any requests received.
Thank you all again for your continued support.
God Bless you and yours.
JimP.11.11.2002
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Christmas at The Old School

6,7 and 8th December

The story of the Nativity told in a tapestry of sound and
narration. One of East Anglia’s most magical Christmas events.
Friday evening tickets (£7.50) include a glass of mulled wine or for an additional £6 you can
have supper after the concert. Saturday and Sunday (£7.50) include tea after the concert.
Saturday evening (£12.50) includes supper after the concert.
Phone 822596 for details or write to
The Old School, Bridge Street,
Hadleigh, Suffolk, IP7 6BY.
On 23rd December there is a master class with Thomas McIntosh at 10.30 with a concert
that evening at 19.30. Tickets are £5 plus £1 for the master class.

Girls’ Nite Out!
On Thursday, 31st October, ten of us met
in The Fountain for a social evening. It was a
great opportunity to meet new residents and
catch up with the news from “old” friends and
neighbours. As well as enjoying the company
and conversation we were unexpectedly
entertained by some Country and Western
singers and offered free Chilli con Carne. One
of our number even won £5 by picking the
winning football team!
Several other people expressed an interest
in joining us but couldn't make it that night. So,
we thought we would do it again, this time on a
Tuesday, in fact on Tuesday, 10th December.
So if you are female, and live in or near to
Tuddenham, why not come along? It will be
fun!!!!
Hope to see you on:

Tuesday,
10th December,
8.30 pm,
Tuddenham Fountain.
Contact Leigh on 785600 for
details.

Christmas
Evening
Drama,
Solo singer,
Guitar & accordion
Refreshments.

Saturday,
14th December
6.00 pm

Come to Tuddenham
Chapel for a festive
evening’s entertainment
with a warm welcome.
Join in the celebrations!
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In the lengthy feature on Sir George Biddell Airy in the May edition of the Tattler, passing
reference was made to Thomas Clarkson as someone who had an early influence on Airy’s life and
subsequent career. More needs to be said about Clarkson
who has been, at least until recently, one of this country's
greatest unsung heroes. With Wilberforce, he is accorded
the prime responsibility for the Abolition of the Slave
Trade; Clarkson initiated the work and produced the
evidence while Wilberforce fought for the cause in
Parliament. Clarkson lived at Playford Hall for much of
his life, arriving in 1816 and remaining there until his
death in 1846.
History has not been kind to Clarkson and few now
remember his name. He was born in Wisbech in 1760
where his father, the Revd John Clarkson, was
headmaster of the local grammar school which Clarkson
himself attended before going on to St Paul's School in
London. He later went to his father's old college, St
John's, Cambridge where he was awarded a First and it
was while he was at Cambridge that he entered and won
a Latin essay competition the subject of which was: “Is it
lawful to make slaves of others against their will?” So
moved and horrified was Clarkson by what he uncovered
in the preparation of this essay that, while riding between
Thomas Clarkson (1760 - 1846)
London and Cambridge in 1785, he resolved to dedicate
his life to the abolition of slavery; the spot where his
decision was made is marked by a small monument at Wade’s Mill on the present day A10 in
Hertfordshire just north of Ware. Soon after this, Clarkson and Wilberforce met for the first time and,
as Tory MP for Hull, Wilberforce was persuaded to undertake the fight in Parliament. Over the next
seven years Clarkson is said to have travelled 34,000 miles on horseback repeatedly visiting the slave
ports of London, Liverpool and Bristol collecting evidence and witnesses, maintaining a
correspondence with 400 individuals and writing many pamphlets and articles as a means of
influencing public opinion. In 1794 his health cracked under the strain of these efforts and the horror of
what he was uncovering. He retired to Ullswater where he befriended the Lake poets, Wordsworth and
Coleridge, and it was during this time also that he married Catherine Buck, daughter of a prosperous
yarn maker from Bury St Edmunds. Clarkson was out of action for some ten years and while away, the
Abolition Committee, which had been set up soon after his first meeting with
Wilberforce, had also become inactive. But on his return in 1804 he quickly
took up the struggle once more and in 1807 the Bill to Abolish the Slave Trade
was passed through Parliament. However, it was only the trade that had been
abolished and not slavery itself as even many of the abolitionists believed
firmly in the sanctity of property and it was to be another 26 years, in 1833,
before total abolition in the British Empire was accomplished. But Clarkson's
work was still not finished for in the last ten years or so of his life his
attentions were courted by a nascent abolition movement in the United States
though he never lived to see the slaves set free in that country by Abraham
Lincoln in 1863.
How then did such a moral giant come to be forgotten by history? The
William Wilberforce

(Continued on page 11)
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The slave ship “Brookes”, 1789, showing
how 482 slaves were crammed
into its holds.
answer lies partly in Clarkson's own personality
and partly in some downright skulduggery by
Wilberforce's two sons. Although ordained into
the Church of England, Clarkson never took the
title “Reverend” and, although he never actually
joined the Society of Friends, he always regarded
himself as “nine-tenths a Quaker”. He was by all
accounts a humble, saintly man who destroyed
most of his papers thinking that no one would be
sufficiently interested in reading them and who,
unlike seven of his fellow abolitionists, declined
a memorial in Westminster Abbey preferring
instead a simple Quaker-style funeral stripped of
all outward show in his own village church. His
life was not motivated by any personal ambition
but by the cause. But undoubtedly the greater
reason why he fell into obscurity was that
because immediately after their father's death in
1833, the two Wilberforce sons published a five
volume biography of their father which Clarkson
read with astonishment and dismay. In it they
suggested that, far from originating the abolition
campaign, Clarkson had been “nothing more than
a hired hand who ran errands for their father”.
Where possible they ignored him; where they
could not ignore him, they disparaged him. Why
did they do this? Ellen Gibson Wilson, Clarkson's
biographer, suggests that it was because they
were young when their father was active in
Parliament and had not properly considered that
he was part of a team. This had come as a great

Page 11

shock and they were determined to “credit their
father far beyond anything he would have claimed
himself”. There was a public outcry but the myth
had been born that Wilberforce had abolished the
slave trade single-handedly and his sons’
biography has since been treated as an
authoritative source ever since. Some years later
an apology was received
but was never made public. In an attempt to right
this wrong, an enthusiastic group from Wisbech
were instrumental in having a memorial to
Clarkson placed in Westminster Abbey in 1996
on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of his
death though quite what the great man would
have made of that is impossible to say. Only time
will judge whether their objectives were achieved.
But the numerous events that took place in
Wisbech, Playford and St John's College,
Cambridge, not to mention the service itself in
Westminster Abbey attended by a great number of
dignitaries including the Wilberforce and
Clarkson families, all received great publicity at
the time in both the local and national press.
So what do we know about Thomas
Clarkson as a villager in Playford? Not very much
is the answer. He seems to have played little part
in local affairs despite his social dominance and
residence at the Hall, preferring instead to leave
such matters to his great friend Arthur Biddell
who farmed the Hill Farm and whose arrival in
Playford preceded Clarkson's by some eight years.
At the age of 56 it might be supposed that
Clarkson came to Playford to retire but that is far
from the case. Arriving in 1816, he was perhaps at
the peak of his fame, only nine years having
elapsed since the Bill for the Abolition of the
Slave Trade was passed by Parliament. But much
still remained to be done; it was to be another 17
years before slavery itself was abolished in the
British Empire and much longer than that in the
United States. All his work for these subsequent
endeavours was done at Playford. Clarkson was a
work-alcoholic, focused only on the cause with no
desire to be involved in lesser distractions. He
farmed only because he needed the money. At
Bury he had befriended the Marquis of Bristol, a
fellow liberal
and alumni of St John's College, Cambridge.
Bristol owned the Playford estate and, aware of
Clarkson's needs, refused to let the Hall and its
(Continued on page 12)
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Playford Hall and Thomas Clarkson, by
Dilwyn Sims, 1841.
340 acres to anyone else. That is how Clarkson
came to the village and, with some money coming
from his writing, that is how he financed his work.
As for any records of these or other activities, it
can only be assumed that any relevant papers were
destroyed with the rest.
More is known about Mrs Clarkson. Soon
after her arrival in Playford, she took charge of a
school of 40 boys and girls which was kept in the
chancel of the church on Sundays. Herman
Biddell, youngest son of Arthur, knew her well.
As a young woman she had apparently been
generously blessed with both wit and good looks
and was much sought after by Bury society. She
was extremely well read in all branches of
literature and an hour with Mrs Clarkson was
considered a time to remember. In character she
was quite unlike her saintly husband: “she had a
will of her own and a mind powerful enough to
have ruled an empire”. Biddell considered her a
“type of English womanhood as extinct now as the
Dodo; an autocrat within and without, her
influence in the parish being ever for good - if a
girl in the village lacked the moral restraint to
keep herself out of trouble, she was soon packed
off to another shelter than the home she had
abused”. She was, though, extremely generous to
those in affliction but liked to be approached first
hand by the applicant as hear-say reports did not
always touch her heart but many a village mother
in distress would rather have borne her troubles on
her own than face a full interview at the Hall. She
outlived her husband by ten years and, according
to Biddell, during this time was supposed to
manage the Hall Farm but was let down by a
string of inadequate bailiffs “the delinquencies of
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more than one in my remembrance made exciting
gossip in the village”. Her farming usually took
the form of a Sunday morning's ride in a bath
chair drawn by Sheldrake, her last bailiff. Living
till she was 83, age “never quite obliterated the
grand dame”.
The Clarksons had one child, Tom, who
went to school at the academically sound King
Edward VI Grammar School in Bury before
going on to Cambridge and later reading law in
London where he soon set up his own chambers
in the City. He married his first cousin, Mary
Clarkson, third daughter of Clarkson's brother
John and they produced a son, another Tom.
Thomas Clarkson II was killed, in 1837, at the
age of 41 when he was thrown from his gig in
Clerkenwell in circumstances surrounded in
secrecy: his companion was a woman “not of
good character” and money was paid to keep the
truth from the press. Neither parent ever knew the
full story of his death. His body was brought
back to Playford and buried in the family grave
by the chancel door.
This second Thomas Clarkson's widow, Mary,
was left to bring up their five year old son. At
first she lived at the Hall with her parents-in-law
but before long she married the young Playford
curate, Willoughby Dickinson, and they set up
home as the first occupants of the new vicarage
that had just been built adjoining the churchyard.
As promised, the couple remained in Playford
until Catherine's death in 1856. They moved first
to a living at Martlesham and then to Wolferton
near Sandringham in Norfolk but at their deaths
in the late 1880s they chose to be buried at
Playford, next to the Clarkson family graves.
The happiness of Mary's second marriage was
greatly marred by the behaviour of her son,
Thomas III, who despite having gone to Rugby
and having followed in his father's footsteps to
Cambridge, later reading law, led a dissolute life.
As Biddell relates, he married into a class miles
below the Clarkson level which did not help, his
bride being a respectable but totally uneducated
village girl, Sarah Bloomfield, the daughter of a
market gardener. They married one year before
Catherine died but she was never told. He drank
and squandered his inheritance, which Biddell
put at £60,000, before becoming entirely
dependent on his mother. Following Catherine's
(Continued on page 13)
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death in 1856, the couple settled at Playford
armed services. Major Forster Maynard was a top
Hall but “as a result of his riotous living and
scoring air ace in the First World War who later, as
having fallen foul of the London money
AOC Mediterranean, was responsible for the
lenders”, the contents of the Hall were seized
defence of Malta in the dark days of 1940 and who
and put up for auction in 1867. Thomas III
retired in 1951 with the rank of Air Vice Marshall.
died without issue in Jersey in 1872 at the age
His son, Sir Nigel, became an Air Chief Marshall
of 41 - the same age as his father. His widow
in 1976. Playford’s contact with the family over
was cared for by his mother, Mary, but in later
many decades was through Richard Clarkson, a
life she entirely lost her sight; on her
remote descendant whose line stems from an uncle
tombstone are the telling words: “Whereas I
of Thomas and John but who nevertheless was
was blind, now I see”- a sad and ignominious
regarded by one and all as the senior member.
end to a family line that had such noble
Interestingly, Richard too spent much of his
beginnings.
working life in defence - as an aeronautical
While the achievements of Thomas
engineer responsible for the aerodynamics of the
Clarkson have been largely forgotten over
de Havilland Mosquito, a “plane so fast that it
time, those of his younger brother, John, have
could make two round trips a night to Berlin and
been totally ignored. John joined the navy at
easily outrun Goering’s infamous Messerschmitts”.
the age of 13 as a servant to Captain Joshua
Having made a leading contribution to British
Rowley and, serving as he did in an era of
technical supremacy in the Second World War, he
almost continual warfare - first in the war of
was later responsible for the aerodynamics and
American Independence and then in the wars
performance of the Comet, the world's first jet airagainst the French - he became a pacifist and
liner. Richard was an active member of Antiin 1816 founder of the Peace Society. He later
Slavery International, an organisation which grew
became the founder and first Governor of a
out of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society
utopian community set up for over 1000 freed
of which Thomas was the first President in the
slaves known as Freetown later to be the
years before his death, and which remains very
colony of Sierra Leone. Retiring from this
much alive today combating slavery in all its novel
brief period in public life, he turned to
forms.
commerce, successfully running a lime works
In 1996 on the 150th anniversary of Thomas’
at Purfleet for a family friend and supporter,
death, he was present at the memorial ceremony in
the self-made brewer Samuel Whitbread. But
Westminster Abbey but died ten days later at the
subsequent members of the Whitbread family
age of 92.
Brian Seward, Playford Recorder.
wanted the business for themselves and so in
1820, probably to be near his brother
at Playford, John took up a
partnership at the well-established
Alexander's bank in Woodbridge
living “above the shop” in what is
now Church Street. He remained in
Woodbridge until he died at the early
age of 63 and is buried in St Mary's
churchyard in the family vault.
There are no surviving issue
from Thomas's family and only his
brother's daughter Sophia, who
married the Revd Forster Maynard of
Melton, has living descendants to the
present time. The Maynard name
co nt inues wit h many family
members, somewhat ironically,
Playford Church with Clarkson Obelisk to the left and
having achieved great rank in the
Clarkson and Airy graves to the right.

Page 14

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

November ‘02

VILLAGE HALL

Our best wishes to Wally Weekes who is
still in hospital, Dick Sawyer and Sally
Whinney. Also to Peter Woods after his
recent fall!

Village Hall bookings are
through Fiona
Woods who
can be
contacted on
785856.

Next Tattler is out
in Dec.

The next Parish Council
meeting is on 3rd December.
All welcome at 7.30 in Village Hall. Please
contact a councillor with any issues you
might want discussed. One of the main
items on this agenda will be the precept
when the councillors discuss
how to spend, and how much
to spend, of your money in
the forthcoming year. Why
not contact a councillor with
your views?
Warning! IT Girl is
allowed behind the
wheel in
December so give
her a wide berth!

Did I miss
your birthday? If
so please ring
me on 785588
so I can add you
to our data base
for next year...

Please put any co
py,
adverts etc. thro
ugh my
door - 5, The Gra
naries or
ring 785588 to
get into
print.
OR EMAIL at
“editor@
tuddenhamtattler.co
m”!

Bats over
Bleedham Market
This show is on at the Sir John
Mills Theatre from 12th Dec. to
25th Jan. If it is anywhere near
as good as last year’s
production it gets
my hearty
commendation.
Ring 01473
211498 for
bookings.

The Fountain Inn

Try our fish and chips
with live Jazz on
Friday evenings for a
great night out!

01473 785377

