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Christmas is drawing near and no
snow yet. There are plenty of Christmas
events in the village however. The
Chapel had two services over last
weekend as well as a special event in
The Fountain Inn which was very well
supported. Sam Cowley has been seen
pulling pints at The Fountain (probably
to get in the spirit for Christmas????)
and Church events are also arranged.
These include a Children’s Service and
Christmas Day Service.
The Fountain has arranged a
Children’s Party on 22nd December and
I came upon a group of villagers dancing
the afternoon away on Sunday. Plenty of
cheer there! There is also a New Year’s
Party at The Fountain—for details
see back page. As always, The
The spirit of Christmas brought St Martin’s and
Street does the village proud with the Chapel together for worship and fellowship at
The Fountain on 15th December.
lights and sparkle.
The Tattler wishes you
all a Merry Christmas and a
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Peter’s Posers

Don’t be a Wally this Christmas!

How about these
thoughts to stimulate
chat over the mulled
wine?

On Saturday evening the Chapel Folk and friends
gathered together for a Christmas Service.

1.

2.

3.

Why do we put
garden refuse in
special
green
sacks that cost us
extra, only to see
them taken in with
all the other
rubbish? What a
s ha me
ga rd e n
refuse cannot be
recycled as in
Ipswich where
“brown bins” are
available
to
householders.
Last year the sand
in the bins in
Tuddenham froze
hard. Can some
salt be added to
ease this problem?
Did the Council
make the A1214 a
30 limit with
roundabouts,
lights and twists
on purpose? Just
to force traffic
t h r o u g h
neighbouring
villages and away
from the A1214.
No
wonder
Tuddenham
suffers from so
muc h t hro ugh
traffic.

Many people contributed to the evening with the
youngsters (including Erica!!!!) reminding us of the
meaning of Christmas with an amusing and thought
provoking sketch called The Wally's Guide to
Christmas.
Our hearts were touched when young Stacy sang
Three Kings and there was much laughter as Sam and
Joe popped out to show us the funny side of Christmas
with a few seasonal jokes.
Music was provided by Mark and Graham on
guitar with their Dad playing accordion as they
accompanied the carols and Helena played Flute while
her Mum sang.
There were some lovely readings each reminding
us in it's own way that Jesus should be at the centre of
our Christmas and our lives.
Following
Tony's
message
the evening ended
with mince pies,
coffee and a chat.
Suzanne Aldous
Editor: Why don’t the
M.O.D. celebrate
Christmas?
Because they fear
minced Spies!

Helena, John and Pauline brought
Good King Wenceslas to the Chapel.

Visit www.blood.co.uk
You can also call 0845 7 711 711 to get details of
the next local blood donor sessions.
Christmas is always a time when less
donate and more require. Please help out
if you can!
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The family of Joyce Offord
would like to thank family, friends
and neighbours who attended
Mum’s funeral. Special thanks to
Henry Lunney for a comforting
service, also to the ladies who did
the flowers and to Tony who visited
her in hospital. She was a much
loved Mum, Nana and Mother-inlaw who will be sadly
missed.
The
total
donations received was
£360 which will go to
Cancer Research, UK.

POPPY APPEAL
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IT Girl’s Utterances…
itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com
kttsm@hotmail.com
1.
2.
3.
4.

http://www.stressbuster1.com/santa/
santa.html
Www.yuleLoveIT.com
http://www.hauntedhouseofreebies.com/
christmas.html
http://www.santalives.com/

No time to say more as I have to
dash; presents to wrap, presents to
buy, presents to ask for…. You
know the scene!
Have a good one and resolve to
email me for the New Year, eh? IT Girl.

On behalf of the Witnesham
Branch of the Royal British Legion I
would like to say a very big thank you
to all who supported our collections
and thanks to the collectors who
helped us to raise £383.86.
Thanks again
Jim Kerridge
Our deepest condolences to
the family and friends of Sally
Whinney. Brian has been such a
loving and supportive husband just
as Sally has always been to the
family. “Nanny Sally” will be much
missed by little Jessie.
Pamela
and
Doreen
Seadon
recall their time at
school with Sally as a
happy and carefree
time. It is lovely to
think that, after so
many
months
of
illness, Sally is carefree again.

Tony and Elaine French with Emma and
James, Georgina and Abigail singing
“Away in a Manger.”

CAROL SERVICES
Sunday
22nd December
11.00 Chapel
6.30 St Martin’s
All welcome to join in the
festivities!
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Out of the mouths of babes...
Many years ago I took my
daughter Mary, who was no more
than three years old, to a
Christmas Toy Service. The
children gave a toy for a sick
child. At her tender age she had
only been on the receiving end of
presents and I hoped she would
give with understanding.
She did, but thinking to keep
her sweet I said how lovely the
Church was, and wasn’t it a pretty
Christmas tree? She piped up
“Yes” and looking up at the old
hymn board said, “And look at all
the buses you can catch to get
here.”
This memory returns every
Christmas. It warms my heart.

Our best wishes to Wally Weekes who
has just moved to The Bartlett at
Felixstowe.

Joan Fuller

The Tattler is always
interested in your stories
of the present or the past
as well as drawings and
photos. Please contact
the editor on 785588 .

VILLAGE HALL
Village Hall bookings are
through Fiona
Woods who
can be
contacted on
785856.

YOUR VILLAGE HALL
NEEDS…
A REPLACEMENT
STOVE AND FRIDGE.
Can you help? Are you in the
process of changing your kitchen
appliances? Please contact Gill on
785415 if you think you might be
able to help.
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Neighbourhood
Watch
Please contact your
area representative directly or
W atch coordinator, John
Lambert at Larks’ Hill, (785248)
if you are aware of any
suspicious happenings.
There have been some
suspicious happenings in
Tuddenham
recently—
attempted and actual break ins,
suspicious characters calling at
doors, and strange characters
sleeping rough in the parish. It
seems we should be vigilant
and call for help when we need
it. However, as a resident
showed me recently, a “Good
Samaritan
spirit” is also
called for at
times. Have
a
secure
Christmas.
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Protect your car:
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

Have you car windows
etched.
If you have a garage, use it!
If you do leave it in the road try to leave
it near a street light.
Fit a steering wheel lock or immobiliser.
This deters thieves.
Use car parks that have been awarded
the “Secured Car Park Award” where
there will be CCTV, attendants and
lighting. Don’t leave shopping on display.
Look out for neighbour’s cars.
Make sure all vehicle crime is reported
to the Police and your
neighbourhood watch
coordinator.

Don’t leave your house in darkness:
Simple steps, like leaving
lights on when you leave the
house, can minimise the risk of
crime. Set some lights on
timers.

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSING
Facial and head massage
Cleansing and toning
Phone 785467 for a total
“pick me up”

Keep the Bogey men out!
If you are in doubt when
someone calls, keep them
out! Do not be afraid to
call 999. You can also ask
neighbours to join you if
you want to invite someone in and
feel insecure. That’s called
“neighbourhood watch!”
If you require any advice on home
security please contact
your local Crime
Reduction Officer by
ringing 01473 613500.
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The
meeting
started with excitement
when the fire alarm
went off. No mention
here as to why it went
off but thanks to Philip Welham for
sorting things out so promptly.
Sandy Burn joined the Council to take
Nancy Pitcher’s place. Welcome!
Ivan Jowers informed us that the
planning application for Readings
Farm has been turned down.
Agricultural occupancy is to be
enforced.
The Council are still waiting for the
sign post outside the Chapel to be
replaced. It is taking longer than
normal as an aesthetic replacement
is being sought.
During the financial report there was
talk about changing
the bank account
to a bank with a
better interest rate.
Insurance values
have
been
adjusted.
Rec ycling
was
discussed. You are
reminded that there
is a paper bin and
a glass bin in the
Fountain Car Park.
These support the
R o yal
British
Legion. Aluminium
cans and foil can
be recycled using
the bins at the front
of the Village Hall
or by calling at

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

David Lugo’s house.
There are two Jubilee mugs left if
you want one. Please call Arthur
Jackson, the Parish Clerk.
Dog fouling remains a problem. What
a horrible thought that when Robert
cuts the grass in the village he has to
take care not to flick the stuff on
himself or others. Let’s care for our
environment.
Bill Pipe warned the Council that he
will be pollarding the willows in the
Fynn Valley. Townies like me must
give the trees time to recover before
panicking!!
Nancy Pitcher has been working as a
Parish Councillor for Tuddenham St
Martin for 33 years. She attended
with daughter Jane and the Council
were honoured to thank her with the
presentation of a
decanter at the
meeting.
The precept
was discussed at
the meeting. The
Council raised the
money
to
be
a v a i l ab l e
for
insurance and for
the Village Hall
donation. Other
savings allowed
the precept to
remain £3500, as
it has been since
2000/2001.
Next meeting
in March. Join us!

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
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Tuddenham W. I.

18th January
7.00 pm

Village Hall
Bring sense of fun, excuses, drinks
and glasses. Tickets £5 each, a table
of six for £30, refreshments provided

785588 for tickets

DENISE
THICK
MSSCh. MBChA
Qualified in Surgical
Chiropody,
ITEC Reflexology & Indian Head
Massage.
Home visiting practice and now
practising on Mondays at the
Woodbridge Natural Healing Centre in
The Thoroughfare.
For all your foot problems, stress,
strains and aches & pains.

PLEASE DON’T SUFFER
PHONE DENISE ON 785999.
Notelets and post cards are
now available at the Church
showing the new window.
Contact Jim Punton for
details on 785296.

The January meeting is on
Tuesday, 14th. Robert Copping
will talk on British birds and the
competition is a bird photo or
picture. Jackie Lugo is the
hostess.
New members are always
welcome.
Phone
secretary,
Dymphna
Jackson on
785984 for
details.

At the December meeting the
Rushmere Girl Guides rang the
bells. These were American bells
with adjustments and plastic
handles. There were about six
guides with a conductor and they
played without music. They then let
the W.I. Members have a go and we
joined in with some carols. The
Committee did us proud with
savoury and sweet snacks served
with coffee and tea. Cherrie Starling
and Rosemary Digby demonstrated
some techniques for making table
decorations and then we all had a
go at making our own.
Thanks to the
Committee for
setting up a lovely
evening and
helping us to start
feeling
Christmassy.
Nesta Rapaport
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Hello! Nearly Christmas and the Editor is still chasing for copy: such dedication
deserves success! Hasn’t it turned cold suddenly, reminiscent of the Homeland minus the
snaw.
Services continue to be held at 9.30 am each Sunday and all are most welcome, as
usual. This list is for January:
First Sunday
Second Sunday
Third Sunday
Fourth Sunday
Fifth Sunday

9.30
Holy Communion
9.30
Family Service
9.30
Holy Communion
8.00
Holy Communion
9.30
Morning Prayer
Benefice Service whose time and venue are to be advised.

By now every house in the village should have received the pamphlet with a Christmas
message inside and services in the Benefice on the back. Two points of note - there will be a
service of Holy Communion on the 15th at 8.00 as usual and the Christmas Day
service is at 9.30 am. In between the two services here mentioned, come and sing
your heart out at the Carol Service at 6.30 pm on 22nd December.
22nd Dec
24th Dec
25th Dec

6.30
3.00
9.30

Carol Service
Children’s Service, 0-90 year olds only!
Christmas Family Communion

Floodlighting Sponsorship continues as usual, and is well supported.
As previously advised, sponsorship is now available for special occasions falling on a mid week
date. These can be defines as a Silver, Ruby, Gold or Diamond Wedding Anniversary; one of the
landmark birthday dates ; a special birth; celebrating a special event attended by guests from
outside the village - or things of such ilk. The cost for the weekend or midweek sponsorship is
£5 and bookings can be made with Jim Punton at “Comefourth” , Westerfield Lane, tel:
785296, or with Dr John Arthur at “Worley Cottage.”
The Rev. Sam Cowley’s “Vicar Visibility Day” in the village continues on the last
Thursday of the month, although it would be imprudent to look for him on Boxing Day! There is
no truth in the rumour that Sam has been taken on as a part time barman in The Fountain or at
any other hostelry. The amount raised from the sponsorship of Pub and Pulpit is not yet
available. If anyone would particularly wish Sam to call on them for a chat or for any other
matter please advise the writer (785296) who will pass on any requests received.
Thank you all again for your continued support.
God bless and compliments of the Season to you and yours.
Jim P. 16.12.2002
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Chinese
Takeaway
20% discount

18th January
7.00 pm

Village Hall
Bring sense of fun, excuses, drinks &
glasses. Tickets £5 each, a table of
six for £30, refreshments provided

01473 255155

785588 for tickets
Gill Cruikshank

The Old Vicarage
785415
Your Neighbourhood
Back Lane
Watch contact is
Sally Gardiner
Oak End, Fynn Lane
here...
785753
Fynn Lane
Elizabeth Gunn Spinney House, Westerfield Lane,
785339
Westerfield Lane
Jim Kerridge
Primrose Cottage, The Street
785825
central
Jack Lay
The Old Post Office
785226
The Street to Church Cottages
Barbara Motts
12, Keightley Way
785532
Keightley Way
Denise Thick
3, The Granaries
785999
The Granaries
John Lambert
Larks’ Hill
785248 or 07974433537.
Clopton Road and outlying houses.
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On W ednesday, 4th
December, a young man of
unkempt appearance, knocked on
the doors of all the residents in The
Granaries trying to sell a plastic
bag of assorted tools. His
behaviour was disturbing and
having “no luck” selling his tools he
ran into the back garden of
Number 1. Erica apprehended him
and he became agitated and ran
back into the village, down Fynn
Lane, where he was seen by Julie
Welham throwing the tools over the
hedge belonging to The Fountain.
He returned to the table outside the
pub. It was agreed that Erica
should call the Police whilst I spoke
to him.
He was very agitated but
calmed down when I asked him if I
could help him. I tried to explain
that his behaviour was frightening
us. He said he had wanted some
money to buy food at the pub and
for his return journey into Ipswich.
At this time I was unaware that he
had thrown things over the hedge. I
explained that The Fountain was
closed, and offered to make him a
sandwich. I asked him to wait at
the seat.
On my return I gave him a
packed lunch and impulsively
offered to take him back into
Ipswich. I thought it wasn’t good to
leave him in Tuddenham to frighten
anyone further. On the journey

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

into Ipswich I asked him not to return to
Tuddenham as we would not have any
hesitation in calling the Police. He was a
simple young man with, it appeared,
mental health problems.
The following day I saw him walking
back towards Tuddenham. I called the
Police and they came promptly. They
asked me for a description of the young
man and then said he was known to them
and that he was on curfew and should not
be in this area.
I told them of my actions the previous
day. I subsequently found out there have
been thefts from sheds and garages in
the village as well as a stranger sleeping
rough. The Police assured me that
although this man had several problems
he was unlikely to be capable of the thefts
from garages which have happened
recently. They said they would do their
best to keep him away from Tuddenham
and to my knowledge he has not returned.
I want like to stress that it was very
unwise of me to do this. I came to no
harm but others may not be so blessed. I
took the responsibility of being a
Neighbourhood Watch person too
earnestly.
I would like to ask all residents to be
diligent in locking houses, garages and
sheds, and, most importantly, to report
any incidents to John Lambert, our
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator, or to
any of the team.
Denny Thick

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
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David Pennington has moved
into Rose Cottage, where Amy North
used to live in The Street. You may
recall I welcomed him, as well as his
wife Valerie and their dogs, to the
village in a recent issue of The
Tattler.
David came round today to tell
me more about his work. He used to
be a dealer in foreign currencies but
got a degree in computing in the 70s
which led him to start a software company. He now offers specialist tools for other
developers in the business but, as you can see from the advert below, he is happy
to offer help to anyone locally who might be in need.
However, this was not enough for David, who obviously does not have a
boring life… He decided to buy the tools to start woodworking ready for his
retirement but has found the process so enjoyable that he now looks upon this
side of his work as a major part of
his time. As he put it,

“You come to
me with a need
and I will design
and build a unit
to
fi t
your
requirements
exactly.”
He showed me some of his work: bookcases to fit an alcove in
whatever style you prefer, a computer cabinet where all the wires
are hidden in real wood of course, clocks, home cinema units,
individual items such as a display cabinet. The clock shown here is
made from reclaimed Victorian pine floorboards complete with
woodworm and nail holes (David assures me it is just the holes, not the worm!)
The display cabinets are from American
Black Walnut.
David plans to display his work at the
Grange Farm Shop in the New Year.
To find out more contact him directly or
go on the web at www.comptonclocks.co.uk
or on www.comptonwoodworks.co.uk
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Gil calls round every ten weeks
but if you ring him he is happy
to make a special trip.

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
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What can you say that is new about Christmas? To a person in my
position, it is a question that comes up every year, as it does at all of the
major Christian festivals. Most people, I feel, have an idea of what
Christmas is all about and, if that is true, these words could be considered a
brief 'refresher course' in the things we need to be reminded of.
Having looked at a Christmas Nativity scene in Woolworth's, I once heard
a lady say to a friend , 'Look, they are even trying to bring religion into
Christmas now'. She would need more than a 'refresher course'. The Bible
says, 'In the past God spoke to us by the prophets, but in these last days He
has spoken to us by His Son'. May I say, not just a mature man appearing
from nowhere - but amazingly from a human birth with the normal
development from baby to man. Someone has coined the phrase, 'He was
God walking the earth in sandals'. Emmanuel. 'God with us'.
How can we ever feel that God does not understand the frustrations,
sorrows and difficulties that life sometimes brings. He experienced pain
and even the agony of a brutal, untimely death. You can almost hear Him
saying, 'Been there - done that'!
The birth of a baby is, of course, a wonderful occasion, but as I look at a
photograph of, shall we say, our daughter Julie when she was a baby, it is
difficult to reconcile that with the grown-up person that she is today. The
two are poles apart, both in time and maturity. I read this statement years
ago. 'The cuddly, cooing infant in the manger may evoke warm feelings
and sentimental thoughts at Christmas time, but the man of Galilee has a
message and a mission which we dare not lose in an ocean of wrapping
paper'.
The crux of the matter is that God wants to communicate with us .... 'and
has spoken to us by His Son'. He doesn't force Himself upon us, but if what
He says is actually true, we need to listen.
So ... what is there new that I can say about Christmas? Dr Samuel
Johnson wrote, 'The number of new things a man needs to learn is less
important than the number of old things he needs to be reminded of.
Commercially, Christmas is spiralling out of control and we all know the
feeling. I am not going to go on about that, but just leave you with these
words by Patience Strong. 'People change but Christmas never changes. It
remains forever new, forever true. The wonder never wanes ... the glory of
the lovely story of our Saviour's birth shines above the darkness, bringing
Heaven down to earth.'
Tony French
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Happy birthday to
Emma, pictured
below with brother
James.

18th January
7.00 pm

Village Hall
Bring sense of fun, excuses, drinks
and glasses. Tickets £5 each, a table
of six for £30. Refreshments provided

785588 for tickets

The Fountain
Inn

Did I miss your
birthday? If so please
ring me on 785588 so
I can add you to our
data base for next
year...
What do you call a
man who claps at
Xmas?
Sant-Applause!

01473 785377

New Year’s Day
A party on 1st January. It’s a “P” Party. Fancy
Dress with a difference—your character has to be
something to do with the letter “P”.
Prizes for the best “P” outfits.
Dance the night away with live music from
Trudie.

Children’s Christmas Party
Sunday, 22nd December, 2-4 pm.
Ring Bev to arrange for “Mr S” to have
something to deliver… this needs to be £3 or less
and to be taken round in advance.

Next Tattler is out
in Feb.
This will be our 1
00th issue! Please contrib
ute...
Please put any co
py,
adverts etc. thro
ugh my
door - 5, The Grana
ries or
ring 785588 to
get into
print.
OR EMAIL at
“editor@
tuddenhamtattler.co
m”!

