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Tuddenham Fete
was a great success!
The sun shone and
Poplar Farm thronged
with people playing
games, seeking
bargains, and seeing old
friends. Thank you to Bill
and Monica for the use
of your lovely garden
and facilities. And they
made the magnificent
total of… £1490.61!
See pages 8 & 9 for
more photos.
The mobile police
“Come to the races” at Tuddenham Fete! Pauline
station came to town. If
Procter and Rev. Sam Cowley in charge.
we use it then this
service might continue
every month bringing visible policing to Tuddenham. Is that what we want? YES!!
And then there was the Safari Supper. Again, thanks to Monica for a well
organised event that brought villagers out onto the streets, scuttling from one
venue to the next. As the evening wore on people got to know each other and the
atmosphere became more relaxed until the buzz at Poplar Farm over the coffee
was all that a village could ask for; pure
fellowship. It was particularly good to see
new faces and you can see the Tattler
Inside This Issue
welcome to Julie and Mark Brown inside this
issue. Not bad to join in when they have only
Coronation
Page
been here for a week! Full report next issue.
2/10/11
Sorry not to have had a St Martin’s
Welcome
Page 3
page but Jim and Sue have been “flying the
flag” (why did he have a Scottish flag up on
Eileen Offord
Page 6/7
the fete day?!).
See page seven for details of a
Tuddenham Reunited Page 7
proposed get together for Tuddenham
Folk. If you are a “qualifier” do please
Church Fete
Page 8/9
come, and make the day special!
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Coronation
Celebrations
June has brought
celebrations
for
the
anniversary of the 1953
Coronation and it caused
your village recorder to look
at photos taken in the village
to
record
previous
celebrations. Do you have
any memories of these or
other village events? Do you
have any photographs?

The Street cottages were decorated for the
1953 coronation celebrations. Thanks to the
Kidby brothers for this photo.
If the answer to any of these
questions is yes, I would love to hear
from you on 785588.
Erica Lopez

Decorations for the 1937 Coronation,
loaned by Elsie Girling (Bailey).
Dad, Cyril, dressed rather like a
Pearly King, with Elsie.

Many Thanks

Ipswich Museum
has plenty of fun
organised for the Summer Holidays. “Secret
Messages” on 30th July, Fun Day on 13th
August, and Rubbings Day on 20th August.
In the Autumn look out for the Channel 4
Time Team episode from the Roman Villa on
Castle Hill, Ipswich. There will also be a
display at the museum on Ipswich at War.
There is interactive fun for young children at
the Mammal Gallery so why not explore the
inspiring new experiences at Ipswich
Museum?

Welcome to John and Violet
Banks who are helping out at
Tuddenham Chapel when Tony
French has his operation, date
unknown as yet.
John took the service last
week and his eyes shone as he
held us enthralled. Mind you it
could have been thanks to the
cycle ride from Whitton! So thank
you, John, for holding the
reins so that Tony can
keep his mind on other
things.
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IT Girl’s Utterances…

Welcome
Julie and Mark Brown have
just come to Tuddenham from
Ipswich with Julie’s son, Oliver.
They have moved into
Thicknesse Cottage and are
already part of the Tuddenham
scene, going on the Safari
Supper after one week of village
life.
Oliver is five and goes to
Sidegate Lane School. Julie and
Mark are interested in all kinds of
music, art (should I have heard of
Bridget Riley?) and gardening
(Mark pointed out that this last
interest was not voluntary but
comes with the house!) as well as
cooking. Motorbike racing is a
passion as are all things
mechanical for Oliver as well as
Lego and transformers.
So welcome to our village
and we hope you soon feel it is
your home!
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itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com
kttsm@hotmail.com

1.

http://www.thespark.com/
the most utterly useless tests in the whole
wide world—but annoyingly addictive!

2.

http://www.virtualkiss.com/
the world of kisses! Kissing stories, kissing
games, even a kissing spycam!

3.

http://www.ireadthenewstoday.com/
buy a humorous fake newspaper to fool all
your friends!

4.

http://www.yorkshirepudding.co.uk/
yes, apparently they have yorkshire pudding
boat races, whoever knew!!!

5.

http://www.tredegar.co.uk/bath-in-a-field/
this site is extremely random….
Happy Summer :D IT Girl

OPEN STUDIOS

Gas Survey
Contact Stuart Hurrell, at Granary
Cottage, The Street, or on
“af.pat@virgin.net” for info.

Did you go to Julia’s
studio for this event? If not
you missed a variety of
paintings as well as a warm
welcome and refreshments.
The coal bin was
particularly eye catching! We called on
some more artists at Great Bealings where
we saw paper making, photography,
drawing and painting, all under one roof.
The event runs every weekend in June so
why not pop round?
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BUSY LIZZY GARDEN
SERVICES
Lizz Whent offers a
general gardening service
with all equipment supplied.
£7 per hour.
Call her on 423018.

Aluminium cans can be delivered
to David Lugo at his house. He
takes them to be recycled and the
funds
raised
go
towards a village
group such as the
Toddlers.
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Neighbourhood Watch
Please contact your area
representative directly or Watch
coordinator, John Lambert at
Larks’ Hill, (785248) if you are
aware
of
any
s u s p i c i o u s
happenings.

Mobile Police Station

On Friday, 13th June, the mobile
police station came to Tuddenham
Village Hall Car Park. I interviewed PC
Kevin Smith on your behalf. The van
visits two villages a day, one in the
morning and one in the afternoon, with
Thanks!
38 villages visited a month. They have
two bicycles to aid visible policing during
the visit. Stephen Rimmer, Director of Policing Policy, came to the van just
before I visited. This is a new policy to increase rural policing in Suffolk. The
hope is that raised visibility will deter crime and encourage people to
communicate for better policing. They are there for you to chat to, to report
crime, to aid prevention with house surveys (free on request) and sell aids to
protection such as shed alarms (£8), data pots (35p) and cycle protection kits.
They are even able to sell a anti speeding kit (SID) for £3000!
The most reported problem at the station is speeding and if we want more
speed checks or have any ideas how to
control the problem we should contact
Inspector Woods at the Traffic Unit,
Force Headquarters,
Portal Avenue,
Martlesham Heath.
The more letters, the more help we are
likely to receive. Mind you, both officers at
the station agreed the speeding motorists
were regularly locals and often mothers with
children, the very people complaining(!)
Thanks to the mobile force for their time
and to Pat Tanner for the cold drinks on a hot afternoon.

See you there next visit, Friday, 11th July, 1.30—3.30.

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

June ‘03

The Ipswich Art Festival starts on 28th June and runs until
13th July. Events vary from the “What does our town mean
to you?” art exhibition in the Christchurch Museum to an
open weekend at the Willis Building on 5/6 July. The
miniature book Society comes to Christchurch Mansion on
1st July as does
Shakespeare on 2nd and
8th July. There is Hip Hop
at the Corn Exchange as
well as “Body and Soul”.
Search for Odysseus at
the Sir John Mills Theatre
or join a dance marathon
at the Corn Exchange.
Ipswich Music Day at
Christchurch Park is on
12th July with Bhangra
Beat on the previous
weekend. The Point on
Princes Street hosts a free
drop in weekend on 28th
June and seven schools
exhibit at the Corn
Exchange on 8/12 July.
After the cauliflower last issue
There is so much more I
you will be relieved to hear that
have barely scratched the
your editor has achieved a
surface of this event.
balanced diet with the help of
www.visit-ipswich.com
this splendid cabbage and
(01473) 433100.
lettuce, thanks to Arnold Kidby!

Welcome home to Nancy Pitcher.
As Jane put it “6½ weeks in hospital was a long time!
The operation went well and a couple of months of
aftercare should have her back "terrorising" the village”.

Audrey Gorham is poorly and we wish her
well.
Lorna Beckett has been a little low and
we pass on our best wishes to her daughter in
law, Joyce. Sorry to hear Diane has been
under the weather (!)
And good news? Peter Woods’ hip is now
fully restored and he is available for all roofing
jobs!

Page 5

Now this is a more
suspicious chap all together,
indeed the police are looking
for him after he was spotted by
speeding drivers passing
through the village recently. If
you know who he is there are
those who would like to shake
his hand before turning him in
for his reckless behaviour!

Happy
Birthday to Iris
Mann and Vera
Locke this month.
Also to Katherine
Frost and Adrian
Thick (driving
lessons
start
here).
Have I
left you
out?
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It was October, 1963, when Eileen married Dotsie Offord and came to live in Tuddenham.
Her early years were spent caring for her young family. As there was no family car you
would often see Eileen pushing her pram to the bus stop with her three sons, to go to
Ipswich to shop. A task not many people have to do today.
Every year, while the children were small, holidays were spent going to the seaside by
train, to Felixstowe, Yarmouth, Lowestoft and Cromer. However, in later years, when the
family had left home, Eileen decided she would like to see the world.
Eileen loved the architecture and history of old buildings in the
countries she visited. Especially those of Italy and Egypt which she
very much enjoyed. I remember the time she went to Tunisia with her
daughter Lucy and laughed when she came back, saying a man had
asked Lucy if he could exchange her mother Eileen for a camel. This
she found very amusing!
Eileen liked the really hot countries and this took
her to the Caribbean, Tenerife, Cyprus, India, and
Africa when she visited the game reserve in Kenya.
Hong Kong was another country Eileen loved especially. She
described the Island of Bali as one of the most beautiful places she
had seen but, sadly, this is no longer a holiday destination as bombs
have destroyed most of it.
Her other holidays included Greece, Belgium, France and
Spain. I remember Eileen going to Spain on several holidays though
always to a different resort. In fact she had booked on a holiday for
this July to Fuerbentura in Spain, but this was not to be.
Eileen supported many of the village events such as the fete, jumble sale, Tattler
Quiz (hers was the pop music round!) coffee mornings and soup and
sweet events. She was a member of the Over Sixties Club where she
made the tea for the members for many years before joining herself.
When the Carpet Bowls was to be started in
the village Hall Eileen joined from its first
day and was a regular player on the Monday
club nights.
Eileen belonged to the WI and appeared
in many of the village pantomimes which
she enjoyed very much.
I spoke to Eileen on the Sunday before she died and had
quite a laugh with her when Derek and I chatted about the Art
Exhibition we had visited in Tithe Barn, Sproughton, organised by
the Lion’s Club.
As you can see Eileen had quite a good taste for holidays and she worked very hard
to save for these. Her work included keeping our Church, Chapel and Village Hall clean
over many years for us all to enjoy.
I know Eileen will be very sadly missed by all who knew her.

Janet Welham.

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
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Our tribute to Eileen Offord must
start with mention of her spirit and the
joy she brought to all who knew her. She
was a friend to all and mixed with
everyone. None who knew her through
the pantomime will forget the way she
made us laugh, and overcame her
walking difficulties every time she
clambered onto the stage. She was a
great fairy and personified what panto is
all about. As Tony French put it, at the
funeral service, “she became a village
personality, though perhaps unwittingly.
If there was a place for Eileen, she would
get involved.”
She would have loved to see the
Chapel at her funeral service, not only
full, but over flowing with friends and
admirers as well as family. Her kindness
and sensitivity were reflected there.
Perhaps one personal memory from
your editor; when my co producer
Margaret Taylor died, and Eileen put her
arm around me, comfortingly whispering
“I will always be your friend.”
Our thoughts are with the family;
her sisters Janet and Pauline, her
children, Tom, Michael, Andrew and Lucy
and her eight grand children.
Again, as Tony said, “We were all
there, (at the funeral,) because we will
miss her.”
Wandering through the Ipswich Old Cemetery
recently I came across a gravestone recording
the death of a man at the Westerfield Boiler
Explosion in 1901. It was on a train. Can you tell
me more? ( Recorder, on 785588)

TUDDENHAM REUNITED
I am hoping to host an
informal reunion for
Tuddenham folk on Saturday,
16th August. If you are born
and bred Tuddenham, or have
lived here for more than 30
years then this event is for
you. If your childhood was in
Tuddenham but then you
moved away then your
memories are what we seek.
Do pass on this invite to
those who you think would like
to come. You are bound to
know people I have not come
across. There will be
refreshments as I am aware
some people will have to travel
to get here. I would appreciate
a £2 donation towards food.
Please call me,
Erica, on 785588,
to get details and
tell me you are
coming.

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSING
Christine can do a perm, cut and
blow dry, shampoo and set or
other hairdressing at your home.

Ring 785467
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The Fete was a lovely family day out
with the sun to warm us, and cakes and
drinks to cool us down. Games included
“Catch the Rat”, “Day at the Races” and
“Goofie Goalie”. There was a toy, a book,
a nick nack, an ice cream and a plant
stall. Guess this, and try that stalls with
pony rides at the back and the Martlesham
Band at the entrance.

Lisa with Steve Hudson,
our County Councillor
Ken Williams (welcome back!) with
Rodney and Tracy Weller at the gate.

Sheila Crooks, Joan Stark,
Derek and Janet Welham

Would you
buy jewellery
from Cherrie?
Peggy Moore and
Janet Andrews

Rosemary Digby with a host of plants.

David Woods and Bill Pipe, our host.
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Jean and Peter Woods
at the plant stall

Barbara Butler face painting

Jim Punton gets the brass from Jack
Lay under Sophie’s watchful eye!
Please note Jim is masquerading as
British.

Most definitely a family day out for
Colin and Brenda Heap.

Thanks to all who let
me sum up the day
with these photos!

Alison and Piers picnic at
the lakeside.

Gigi on the toy stall

Denny Thick and Leigh
Williamson
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Coronation Memories
Apparently, in 1953, there was a fancy
dress parade for the children, organised by
Mr and Mrs Hugh Paul, who lived in Larks’
Hill, and Mr Missen, who was also on the
coordinating committee. The plan was for
the children to walk down The Street and
then have a tea and games at the old British
Legion Hut next to the river. In the evening
there was a sixpenny
hop at the hut for the
adults.
Peggy Moore
recalls her daughter,
Sally, who was aged
eleven at the time,
dressed as a gypsy with
red shoes, a blue sock
and a white one with a
red, white and blue
dress. Dad, Don Moore,
was a butcher so they
used a nose ring for a
bull to make Sally’s ear
ring. Many of the children
were in red, white and
Sally Moore, the blue and as the costumes
gypsy girl.
were so good they all got
a prize.
However, things did not go to plan on
2nd June, 1953. According to Michael
Girling the children were all ready in their
finery and the skies started out blue that
morning. Sally as the gypsy, him all in black
as a witch, and his brother Dennis as an old
fashioned doctor, complete with top hat.
Robert Philpot was a speedway driver in
blue and white and Barbara Miles was a
flower. Many of the houses were decorated.
In particular, Michael remembers a huge
Union Jack hanging on Harry Beckett’s
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cottage, so large it almost
covered the house! Maybe he got
it from when he was in the Navy?
Then the heavens opened
and it poured. The races that
were to have been run on the
meadow opposite The Fountain
had to be “squashed” and were
re run on either the next
Saturday, or the following one,
Michael cannot recall which. He
can remember how heavy the
policeman’s cape he was
wearing felt. He had used his
father’s cape to complete his
witch costume.
He also recalls Jock Watling
and his wife, from the cottages
on Church Hill, hired an outfit for
their daughter so that she could
attend looking like a queen.
When the rain caused the fancy
dress to be called off they were
very upset. So their daughter got
the prize of an oval container full
of little bars of soap, as hers was
an incredible costume, and then,
on the re-run, every other child
got something too.

At the party Rev. Keightley
gave out Coronation mugs.
Michael, and his sister Muriel
Frost, kept their paper cups as
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a little bit of cheating— I
will mention no names…
but if Brian Whinney and
Muriel Frost will come to
the front of the class!
The children were
delighted to stay up until
nearly eleven that night
then walked home
clutching their mugs and
money. It was the first
time Michael had seen a
barrel of beer, lying on its
side with a tap for people
to serve themselves.

Muriel Frost loaned this photo, not taken
the day of the
1953 Coronation event as
the actual day was too wet, but on the day the
event was re run.

Several people had
televisions around that
time but Michael does not
recall seeing anything of
Michael Girling, Robert Philpot, Muriel Girling (Frost), Dennis,
the events in London on a
Barbara Miles and Ann Philpot (front) in
television himself. He
Coronation Day Fancy Dress,
does recall, however, that
taken in Keightley Way.
the children listened to the
radio in Mrs Hammond’s
well but not
front room, (the school teacher at that time)
the plates!
when Princess Elizabeth had returned from
They also
her African Safari and was proclaimed
got money—
Queen. Mrs Hammond had already
a shilling for
explained to the children that the King was
running in a
dead, though Michael, at six, was too
race and
young to understand or be sad. He
more for
remembers the newspapers having purple
winning.
front page banners instead of the red ones
normal for the Daily Express.
Michael can recall Dr
Ewing, who lived in Church
There was a service at the
Farm, getting out a long leather
Tuddenham school the day before
measuring tape to mark out the
Coronation Day and the children only had
hundred yards for the races.
the one extra day off.
One of the races involved a boy
running to a girl who had to
Thank you to everyone who
thread a needle so that he could
contributed to this article.
run back with it. Michael recalls
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The Tattler offers its
congratulations to Claire
Trotman and her new groom
Dan.
May you
share
many
happy
years.

Who are this motley crew? They are the Women’s
Group who meet at The Fountain on the fourth
Tuesday of every month at 8.30. You are welcome to
join them. Just turn up!
Here you can see, from the left, Pat Blake, Jo
Kelm, Joan Bloomfield (lurking at the back), Julie
Brown (new resident turns up again), Denny Thick
(looking good after her holiday), Elaine Lay, Fiona
Woods, Carol Frost, and (Leigh Williamson who is
hiding behind) Alison Robinette. Looks like they are
having fun! Why is Ian’s chocolate in middle of table?

Lovely to see Ralph Taylor at the
Tuddenham Fete recently, meeting up with
long standing friends and enjoying the sun!

A new cycle and
pedestrian route, number 51,
is opening and will pass from
Felixstowe through Ipswich,
Stowmarket, Bury St
Edmunds and Newmarket to
Cambridge
and
Oxford. If you
want to know
more the Suffolk
Connexions shop
asks you to contact your
Parish Clerk… Or you could
try phoning (01473) 583222 or
online at
“www.suffolkcc.gov.uk”

W.I. News
On Wednesday, 10th June, the monthly
meeting was held in the garden of Sandy Burn. It
was a beautiful evening and the garden was in full bloom.
After the usual business was completed there was a quiz
which was in three parts and was great fun. We then went in
to the house for delicious food made by all the members and a
chat. The evening ended at 10.30-11. Next month the meeting
is on 8th July . The speaker is Lesley Pyke and the subject is
Glass Engraving. The competition is a piece of glass
jewellery. The hostess is Sheila Crooks and there will be a
Nesta Rapaport
draw.
Phone secretary, Dymphna Jackson on 785984 for details.

Next Tattler is
out in July.

Please put any
copy, adverts et
c.
through my door 5,
The Granaries
or
ring 785588 to g
et
into print.
OR EMAIL at
“editor@
tuddenhamtattler.
com”!

