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Tuddenham Pantomime is
over for another year. The
players have all excelled as ever
but I want to mention the
backstage crew.
When the actors are taking
their bows the crew are clearing
up the stage (shaving foam gets
everywhere) and costume ladies
are still collecting, repairing and
cleaning as I type. While the
after - performance party swings,
the lighting crew are busy taking
down cables and packing lights
Potty gets “Hogthwarted” by Quite Contrary!
for return to their owners. While
the performance is rocking, the team who care for the children are in the shed,
missing the fun and the heat. And while the second act warms up, the tea ladies
(and gentlemen) are washing up ready for the next performance. The pantomime
is a team event and to these, behind the scenery workers, goes my standing
ovation. Thank you to all of you for making the pantomime what it is—a wonderful
entertainment as well as a way for all
residents to get to know each other.
And to name names, Tony Alcock
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BREAK IN AT TUDDENHAM
There has been a break in here in our
village this month as well as several
suspicious sightings. We all need to pull
together to stop this.
If you see something tell
your Neighbourhood Watch
co-ordinator as soon as
possible. If you think it is
urgent ring the police on 999. The quicker
you tell someone the more chance that we
might catch the criminal or put him off
calling again.
It also reminds how important it is to
lock up and not to leave valuables in view,
especially in the car.

(Continued from page 1)

Featherstone, Claire
Owers,
Val
Pennington), make
up by Lorna and
others I have failed
to mention.
As ever my final
thank you must go to
Monica Pipe who is
the generator, and
foreman of the whole
caboodle. From the
start - not the
auditions but before,
when the script is
adjusted - to the final
curtain. Oh, and that
chap at the keyboard
and “she who must
be obeyed” at her
laptop,
Catherine
and Alan Forsdike;
well done to you too!

Dear Editor,
Just to say thank you all
in the panto for a
wonderful afternoon on
Saturday. As usual the
performance was great.
The little ones in the
audience really seemed
to be totally taken in
this year - obvious
future panto fodder I'd
Linda
say!
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Drink Drive casualties
were up by a third to
20,140 in 2002.
“Over the last ten years
the trend of falling numbers of
drunk drivers has reversed and
last year 597 people were
killed in alcohol related car
accidents, 18% of all road
deaths.
Just one drink reduces
cognitive powers and affects
reaction times and decision
making. The Government’s
advice is not to drink a drop if
you are driving.”
I read this in a car
magazine recently and felt it
would give us all food for
thought. Pass it on!
The Tattler Team took various
photos during rehearsals and
performances
at
the
pantomime. If you want to see
some go to
www.tuddenhamtattler.com/
panto04
Or ring 785588 for a
CD version including
some video clips.

Our best wishes to Nancy Pitcher and
Doris Hogger at this time. Glad to see Doris looking
better this week. Peggy Moore and her sister Bella
have had a fall; what are you up to ladies?! Tony
French is doing well and is expected back on duty
soon. Sheila Crooks & Margaret Whinney have been
under the weather too.

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

http://www.skop.com/brucelee/ takes a while to download (a
good reason for getting broadband!!) but is good once it gets
going!!
2.
http://www.hitentertainment.com/pingu/uk/main.asppingu home
page!
3.
http://airlinemeals.net/ a site dedicated to airline food
4.
http://www.everyhit.com/ the biggest music archive
on the net!
5.
http://www.createbands.com/ create your own
rockband!!!
That’s all for now folks!

1.

Please contact me on 785588 for tickets
so I can draw up a new list of table
members. Tickets are £5 each or £30
for table of six. Bring your own glasses
and drink for the evening but
refreshments are included. Brains are
not required, indeed, if you did not wear
a “Hogweed for President” badge to the
pantomime you are doomed to linger at
the bottom of the results table whatever
skills you have! Look forward to seeing
you for a good night out…..

itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com or kttsm2@hotmail.com

Saturday, 3rd April.

IT Girl’s Utterances…

The Tattler Quiz is now on

Best Birthday
wishes to Luke
Gardiner (our
lighting man),
James Frost
(great supporter
of the Junior
Chorus), Helena
Goodrich
(Princess Jill),
Jack White, Holly
Simpson, Edward
Jennings - his
brothers were the
cow, - Charlotte
Rose, Andrew
Stockdale,
Jordan and Jade.
Did I miss you
out? Please tell
me for next year.
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The Orwell Astronomical Society
will be holding an Open Weekend at the

Orwell Park Observatory,
Orwell Park School, Nacton

Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th March
from 7 - 10.30pm.
Admission £2 per adult. £1 per child (5 to 15) and Senior
Citizens.
A number of telescopes will be available for visitors to
view a First Quarter Moon (the optimum time) and the planets
Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn will all be prominent in the
sky. Villagers are welcome to join us for a low-cost night out
with the stars. A fascinating evening for the casually
interested and a great way into the science of Astronomy for
anyone contemplating taking up a new hobby!
Kenneth J. Goward FRAS
Chairman, Orwell Astronomical Society (Ipswich)
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Train Tragedy
Some months ago I put in a
request for information about a train
accident in Westerfield after seeing a
gravestone in The Old Ipswich
Cemetery with a reference to it.
Michael Girling, brother to Muriel
Frost, and living in Westerfield, came
up trumps!
Newspaper and book articles he
sent referred to one of the most dramatic rail
disasters in Suffolk.
On 25th
September, 1900,
the boiler of G.E.R.
locomotive number
522, in Westerfield
Station blew up. The
67 year old driver,
John Barnard, died
within a few minutes
and fire-fighter
William MacDonald’s
body was discovered
later.
Although the
boiler was blown up
and travelled more than 40 feet over the level
crossing, the locomotive trucks were remarkably
intact and almost remained on the tracks. The
boiler landed on the track and rebounded onto
Engineers
examine the
wreck after
the accident
in
September,
1900.

the signal at the foot of
the down platform. The
signal post, snapped off
like a twig, had fallen on
and demolished the
porter’s hut.
All the train’s crew
were killed in the
explosion and a police
officer and local news
boy, Andrew Norton, were
injured. The explosion had
been heard in Ipswich.
Though Number 522
was only a year old at the
time of the accident there
had been many reports of
leaks with makeshift
repairs. After the accident
Number 522 was repaired
and remained in service
until March, 1936. During
her lengthy life she had
the distinction of serving
during the First World
War, in France.
My thanks to Michael
Girling for his help with
this article.
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Gill Cruikshank

The Old Vicarage
785415
Your Neighbourhood
Back Lane
Watch contact is
Sally Gardiner
Oak End, Fynn Lane
here...
785753
Fynn Lane
Elizabeth Gunn Spinney House, Westerfield Lane,
785339
Westerfield Lane
Jim Kerridge
Primrose Cottage, The Street
785825
central
Jack Lay
The Old Post Office
785226
The Street to Church Cottages
Barbara Motts
12, Keightley Way
785532
Keightley Way
Denise Thick
3, The Granaries
785999
The Granaries
John Lambert
Larks’ Hill
785248 or 07974433537.
Clopton Road and outlying houses.

I have included this list of the Neighbourhood Watch team to remind you how
important it is that we all pull together. The note on page two refers to a recent
burglary in Tuddenham. The intruder came into the house when the occupant
was present, with the car on the front drive, the lights on and the TV playing.
Fortunately the resident did not come face to face with the robber or there might
have been violence as well as property taken.
What can we do? Lock up. Front and back. Don’t leave valuables in sight your handbag next to an open front door is like an invite, as is a briefcase or
phone left on a car seat. If you see a stranger in the village speak to them. Tell
someone if you encounter anything suspicious - your Neighbourhood Watch
representative, your neighbour, the police.
Use the Mobile Police Station - did you know they will call and advise you on
home security?

Be aware that rural though Tuddenham is,
it is still an opportunity for a thief, if you make it that way.
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Baby makes three…
Kasia Giaffreda
and baby Giulia are home
from Heath Road and doing
well, making Daddy
Raffaele a proud father.
Apparently we can call for
cuddles (with Giulia!) as
soon as March arrives. I
can’t wait.
Just think of all the
babies in Tuddenham, busy
growing ready to be in the
junior chorus for the
pantomime.

Parish Council Meeting
The next meeting is in the first
week in March and all are
welcome. Subjects on the
agenda include
Neighbourhood Watch, litter
in the village, new Parish
Councillor, and report by Community
Police Officer, P.C. Bob Nice. Ring
Parish Clerk, Arthur Jackson, on
785984 for details.

Ian asked me to put
in the advert below to
promote his business.
He has been self
employed for twenty
years with a team of
workers, all of whom are trained
arborists. They are happy to take on
any work involving trees, from large
contracts down to small domestic
jobs. He is based in Playford. Why not
call him and see whether he can sort
your trees out?

The professional tree
care specialist

ORWELL TREES & LANDSCAPES
(01473) 611175
07 787 537 286
Offers sectional felling, reshaping,
reducing, hedge maintenance, stump
grinding, chipper hire, fencing, and
planting.

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
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A Coast to Country Felixstowe Walk
by Sue and Jim Stacey.

Synopsis
Start/End: Felixstowe Station
This is well served by Anglia Railways, making the walk available to all. The journey between Ipswich
or Westerfield and Felixstowe is very pleasant with good views over Ipswich town as it crosses the
Spring Road viaduct. To get the best view, sit on the right of the train as you face the front on the
outward journey.
The car park by the station, known as Great Eastern Square, is free.
Terrain: Easy.
There are only four styles and two gentle uphill climbs. If there has been recent rain, the stretch along
the dyke between Felixstowe Ferry and the turnoff along Kings Fleet can be muddy and quite slippery
and the stretch across the cultivated fields can be rather damp. In any case, boots or good walking shoes
are recommended.
Distance: 7.9 miles.
This can be shortened to 5.3 miles by taking the bus to Felixstowe Ferry. The buses to Felixstowe Ferry
are not very frequent so it is best to check with the Felixstowe Tourist Information regarding the times.
Points of Interest:
(all in a single walk)
•
Introduction to the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Path (SCHP)
•
Coastal Scenery
•
The Deben Estuary
•
A historic waterway.
•
The Suffolk countryside

Detail
From the station to the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Path
Leave the station and walk on as if the railway lines continued, which in fact they used to do, through a
large car park. This area is known as Great Eastern Square. Pass through the old station buildings which
form part of the Great Eastern shopping precinct. If this is closed, there is an opening to the left. The
street in front of the old station buildings has a widened pavement where you will find the bus stop to
Felixstowe Ferry. If you take the bus, jump to the section called “Felixstowe Ferry to Falkenham”.
Otherwise, turn right and cross the road at the pedestrian crossing then turn left back up the road to pass
in front of the Hotel Elizabeth. At the roundabout, turn right along High Road East. Take the second turn
to the right down Brook Lane and then immediately turn left to stay on Brook Lane. Continue to a fork
in the road and keep left into Foxgrove Lane. Continue to the crossroads where cars would have to give
way and go straight across into Golf Road. Although there is nothing to inform you, you are now on the
Suffolk Coast and Heaths long distance path. (SCHP)
To Felixstowe Ferry
Walk on the right of Golf Road around a left hand bend and in front of a car park. Just after the car park,
turn right down a footpath which leads in front of the public conveniences. Go straight forward between
the beach huts and keep left where the path forks to descend the steps down to the promenade. Turn left
and walk along the prom as signposted for the SCHP. Stay on the same level except for climbing only
three steps where the huts protrude a little. The promenade becomes a path as it passes to the seaward
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Toilets

Martello
towers

N
Toilets

Great Eastern
Square car
park (free)

Scale

1Km
half mile
Denis Stacey. Jan 2004

road with roundabout

water

side of the golf course and the Martello
towers. At the first Martello tower, the
marsh
railway with station
impressive Bawdsey Manor can be seen
straight ahead. Between the two Martello
woodland
track, wide path,
towers, you start to pass the sandbanks
field
bridlepath
called The Knolls that mark the start of the
boundary
footpath
mouth of the Deben. After the second
telephone
Martello tower, the path narrows as it
kiosk
walk route showing
climbs on top of the dyke. You pass the
description direction
church
Victoria Public House and the Ferry Boat
Inn down to your left. It is difficult to
imagine that the area was over five feet deep in water in the 1953 storms! Stay on top of the dyke as it
bends inland opposite a bright yellow sign telling you to “Keep off the rocks”. Pass the SCHP post
and carefully descend the narrow steps to the road. If you do not wish to visit the Felixstowe Ferry
area, go straight across the road onto a substantial path. Otherwise, turn right and in a short distance
along the road you will find public conveniences (the last on the walk), information, and the bus stop
back to Felixstowe. You will need to return to the path to continue the walk.
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Felixstowe Ferry to Kings Fleet
For those of you who have caught the bus from Felixstowe, walk back along the road to just past the car
park on the right and turn right onto a substantial path opposite some steps.
You have now left the sea front and are heading alongside the Deben estuary. After passing some rather
untidy skeletons of boats and boat houses the path bends round to the left. At the end of the substantial
path, turn right over a stile following the clearly marked SCHP sign. Follow the path along the top of the
dyke. On your left is a drainage channel on which there are usually some swans. We have been fortunate
enough to see two of them flying which is an impressive sight. After crossing over a stile, the path bends
sharp left and then sharp right. You then arrive at a signpost which gives you the options of either
turning right to continue along the dyke towards Woodbridge or turning left down some steps to
continue following the SCHP.
To continue this walk, take this left turn and leave the Deben estuary behind. At the bottom of the steps,
go straight ahead along a broad gravel path alongside the stretch of water known as Kings Fleet.
Kings Fleet
Before the dyke walls that you have just walked along were completed around the mid 16th century, this
area was covered with water and it was a strategic port called Goseford Haven. At that time, Falkenham
and Kirton were more-or-less on the edge of the water. In 1338, the fleet of King Edward III assembled
here before sailing to defeat the French in 1340. The name was changed to Kings Fleet after the dyke
walls were built to form the much narrower channel you see now. The word “fleet” in Suffolk means
“shallow”. It is now a haven for water fowl such as swans, geese, moorhens and coots.
To Lower Falkenham
Stay on the track as it veers away from the waterway and starts to climb gently, eventually becoming a
tarmac road. Continue along the road to the first right junction down to Lower Falkenham. On your left,
opposite this junction is a signposted path across a cultivated field. Leave the SCHP by taking this path,
walking in single file to cause minimum disturbance.
The return to the station
Cross a second cultivated field as you descend into a valley and enter a long, narrow copse, called The
Wilderness, through which Falkenham brook flows. Cross the brook and turn left at the signpost to walk
along the path just inside the copse. Pass a picturesque pond on your left, taking note of the reflections
of surrounding shrubs in the water. Continue along the path until you come to a stile next to a gate. After
crossing the stile, follow the direction indicated by the signpost to a corner. Turn right around the corner
and follow the field boundary as indicated by another signpost. At the next corner of the field, cross over
a stile and then a footbridge over the now much narrower Kings Fleet. Then follow another signposted
path along the edge of the field. Turn left around the field corner and follow the next edge of the field,
noting the red Brick Kiln cottages up the hill to your right. At the other end of the field, turn right to take
the track up the hill to the right of the cottages. At the top, follow the track round to the left. On your
left, take in the pleasant view of the Kings Fleet valley and Felixstowe Ferry area. You now meet
Gulpher Road at a sharp bend. Go straight forward and pass the 18C Gulpher Hall on your left. Follow
the road round to the right and at the next bend to the left just after some cottages, follow the signposted
footpath to the right as it drops down from the road. The path follows the stream as it gently winds
across the fields. Then it enters into a wooded area at a sharp left hand bend. Take the path through the
wood, keeping the stream on your right. Continue forward through the wood, called The Grove, ignoring
turns to the left and the right, until you arrive at an iron gate with a way through for pedestrians on its
right. Pass through this and walk up the road to the roundabout. Carefully go straight on at the
roundabout into Beatrice Avenue (As most of the traffic comes from Ipswich and turns right, it may be
easier to go round the left hand side of the roundabout). Walk down this road to the next roundabout and
go straight ahead again to arrive at the Great Eastern shopping precinct on your right. Pass through the
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precinct back to the station.

References
The Suffolk Coast, RussellEdwards, The Lavenham Press Ltd., 1991
Ordnance Survey map Explorer 197, Ipswich, Felixstowe & Harwich. 1999
Editor: My thanks to Sue and Jim Stacey for this interesting walk, one of a series they are preparing for
The Tattler. Do contact me if you have any queries or suggestions. If you want the map in colour - much
easier to read - look on Tattler website: “www.tuddenhamtattler.com”

Recycling Dates in
Tuddenham

Tuddenham Village Hall

Elections at the 2003 AGM saw
Gill Cruickshank re-elected as Chairman
for the year 2003-2004, Adrian Frost
The “recycling days”
elected as Secretary and Bob Tanner as
for March are 10th and
Treasurer. Fiona Woods will carry on as
24th. This applies to
an elected member and as Bookings
paper and garden waste
Secretary. Piers Robinette and Paul
so put out your green
Jennings were re-elected as elected
boxes and brown bins.
members.
At the subsequent Management Committee
The speaker at the “Soup
meeting, it was agreed that some extensive decoration
& Sweet” event in April is
will have to take place just to keep the hall going, but
Linda Scoles, an American
consideration will also be given to extending the hall
who came to Britain in
to the south to accommodate a permanent stage area
1971 with her husband, an
and additional storage room/dressing room space.
air force officer. She still
Possible sources of funding will be contacted, but it
lives in Suffolk and draws
was essential for local fund-raising to take place, both
on her life experiences to
through specially organised events and through
create a unique style of
donations from users and well-wishers.
storytelling.
Bob Tanner

The World Famous Soup and Sweet
Village Hall
17th April, 12 for 12.30
The speaker is Linda Scoles
who will be talking on the subject of

“Divided by common language”
Ring Cherrie on 785767 or Jessica on 785235 for tickets
Men are particularly welcome - all the ”calendar girls” will be fully clothed.
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Mrs
Sawyer’s
Party
Did you see
a photo in
the Evening
Star this
month
relating to an
article about
children’s
parties.
Although
there were
no details in
the article
several
Tuddenham
residents recognised it as of a party
held in Tuddenham in 1972. Indeed it
has been featured before in the “Way
We Were” column when the comment
below read “Tea and Cakes: About thirty
children who had nowhere to play
enjoyed an open-air party in
Tuddenham, organised by Mrs Claudine
Sawyer.”
I talked about the event with Jackie
and David Lugo. They recalled that the
Mums supplied all the food and that it
had been a lovely day. Jean Felgate
named some of the people.
Muriel and Ted Frost had a go at
naming all the participants and
confirmed the date as August, 1972.
They had two extra newspaper cuttings
with more information. “Nearly thirty
children who have nowhere to play
enjoyed an open air party on
Wednesday, 30th August, at
Tuddenham. The party was organised
by Mrs Claudine Sawyer, of 12 Keightly

Way, Tuddenham, where the party
was held, helped by the children’s
mothers.
“The children have had six
weeks’ holiday and haven’t anywhere
in the village to play so I thought it
would be a good idea to throw a party
for them,” said Mrs Sawyer. “Mothers,
grandmothers and even great
grandmothers made all the food.”
Before the party started Roger
Offord, of Tuddenham, who was
celebrating his ninth birthday, was
given a birthday cake and card.
The photos on this page were loaned
by Jackie Lugo and Muriel Frost.
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Hello!
Isn't it hard to believe that we have February almost behind us, and that Pantomime
is over for another year. The Giant, aka 'The Big Yin'!. was remarking this morning how
anti-climatic is the week after panto. Still, the broomstick and the wands are safely
stowed away for another year, as all return to normal - albeit there being a big black pot
simmering in the corner of the print room for the Hogweed Non-fan Club! Wasn't she
great - just think how much better it could have been if she had used her (considerable)
acting talents! Still, enough of that before it starts raining trifles again - was it Potty and
Hogweed, or Astaire and Rogers?
Services during Lent continue as usual at 0930 each Sunday morning , with a
Service of Holy Communion at 0800 on the fourth Sunday - 28th March. Mothering
Sunday - if the shops haven't yet got the message through - is on the 21st.
Children are invited to bring Mum along for her well earned posy at 0930. On the
subject of Mothering Sunday and Posies - Di Aulsebrook has kindly volunteered to take
over Posy Manufacture from Sue Punton, and in this respect any Mums with children
who wish to assist Di should contact her to establish when & where.
We thank Sue for her seventeen plus years in the role.
There will no doubt be another issue before Easter so we will not burden you with
details of Easter Services at this time.
Floodlight Sponsorship has been slack recently, so if anyone wishes to
participate or celebrate an auspicious occasion please ring the Writer on 785296,
or drop a note in to 'Camforth'. Westerfield Lane. Still only £5.00 for a
splendiforous weekend!
Our Rev. Sam still visits the Village on the last Thursday of each month, and looks
forward to his March visit, by which time the Fountain will have returned to service!
Thanks, as usual, for your continued support, and God Bless you and yours
Jim P - 26.02.2004

Editor: It was lovely to see Phil Banks at the
Pantomime this year. (I have just realised he is the
son if John and Violet who have been such a
support at the Chapel while Tony has been on sick
leave.) You may recall Phil was the Jester some
years ago in a previous T.A.D.P.OL.E.s
production.
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Speaking as a “Townie” who is
very glad to call Tuddenham my
home, I have had an interesting time
researching this article. Did you know
that the farmers of Tuddenham
regularly check rainfall amounts?
I first encountered this at David
Lugo’s where he showed me his
rainfall books - amounts logged every
day it rained since 1996. He has a
measure in the garden. Why does he
do it? It allows comparison with other
farmers, for example Bill Pipe and a
friend in Rushmere. “Yes, but why
does it matter?” I ask, and he throws
in a little rhyme - ”Dripping in June
keeps things in tune.”
So I called on Tuddenham Hall
where rainfall figures were readily
offered by Elizabeth Clements - she
had them to hand in her diary. This
was obviously something important,
but why?
My next call was to Bill Pipe and
he printed out his computer filed
rainfall readings along with graphs to
show the changes since 1986. He
showed me the plastic pot in his
garden where he takes readings
every morning at eight o’clock - just
the same as David’s. He also had an
electronic measurer attached to the
fence.
But why? Weather is
central to farming - rain
during harvest time is
unhelpful but drought,
such as we had this
Autumn, delays drilling
as the ground is too hard
to plough (David had
shown me how the
plough blade edges wore
down from hitting the
‘86
‘88

concrete - like soil) and the seeds start
to sprout (Bill’s word was chit) but then
die for lack of water. From March to
April rain helps added nitrogen to be
absorbed so that side shoots on the
crop can flourish. Just as I was thinking
I understood the need for all this Bill
added that the rainfall information was
historical - it looks back rather than
predicting so it rarely helps in decision
making. It might help a farmer to know
when to irrigate but Tuddenham
farmers do not water their crops. Bill
had planted his Oil Seed Rape a month
late this season as he waited for rain
and this would lead to a reduced crop.
The records told him how little rain
there had been but looking at the land
would tell a tale too.
Bill went on to show me all the other
records he keeps on the farm. Phew!
Paperwork is obviously taking over this
profession as well. Still it helps us to
see how some records over the years
have revealed trends of interest.
The graph below shows the rainfall
as measured by Bill and David. 2003
was a relatively low year for rain but I
think we may be catching up this
year….
Thanks to David Lugo, Bill Pipe and Elizabeth
Clements for their contributions to this article.
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Steel Quoits
I read with interest the article on Quoits in the last edition. I can recall the game being played at
Tuddenham, but as I will probably miss out things and some people, I will apologise in advance to them.
We are talking forty five to fifty years ago, I think it was in the late fifties and sixties.
The Tuddenham Fountain team played at the rear of the pub car park, this was before the car park
was extended. I remember going through a little gate off the car park, to the pitch. The pitch consisted of
two circular clay beds, with a metal pin, about half inch circumference, in the middle of the clay, these
were kept moist all the time they were not in use by wet sacks, this was to stop the clay drying out.
The beds were 22 yards apart, with a throwing
board approx 2 yards in front, this resulted in
the throw being 18 yards.
Sketch of beds and throwing area.
The team consisted of 8 players and the
match was played in fours, two from each team.
The match was played, with the first team up to
21 points winning. The aim was to get your quoits nearest to the pin, this was marked with a white strip
of paper. If the quoits circled the pin, this was removed immediately and counted 2 points. If the quoit
covered the pin, metal to metal, so to speak, this was called a cover, this was a good quoit as this
resulted in no other quoits being able to count, so the aim from then on was to knock it out of the way,
but being careful not to make it in to a ringer. If the Quoit landed upside down, on its back, it was
removed as a dead-un. The best players were the leads and threw their quoits last, the nearest quoits to
the pin counted, sometimes a team could score four at one end, very much similar to bowls.
The Tuddenham team was a very young team, compared to opposing teams. Some of those who
played, when I was involved, were Wally Damant, Brian Gooderham, Brian Whinney, Paddy Taylor,
Aubrey Mann, Ted Frost, Dick Sawyer, and Fred Smy. Also Phil Garrod from Witnesham (? or
Westerfield) whose bicycle had a home made wooden box on the back. I am sure there were others.
The Teams we played in the League were Hasketon Turks Head, they had Fred Baker and Reg
Copeland, to of the stars of the time, Woodbridge Sun, Holbrook Compass's, Butley Oyster, Tunstall
Green Man.
We also had big competitions, once a year at Gainsborough Labour Club, Rosary Conservative
Club and the Co op fete on Christchurch Park, I remember my old mate Wally cycling to these with our
Quoits on our handle bars.
The big day for Tuddenham was the Open Event; players came from all over the County. This was
when Charlie Parker was landlord of the Fountain, he was the main thrust behind this day. Twenty
pitches were laid, this is forty beds, on the meadow opposite the Fountain. The clay was delivered each
year by Harry Weaver’s lorry, we spent every evening for the whole week getting these beds ready, we
worked our socks off, for next to nothing, I think Charlie did give us a half of shandy, just once, Charlie
didn't give much away, why should he when us boys were doing it for the love of the game. I bet his
takings were good over that day!!.
A single and doubles knock out competition was held, throwing started at nine in the morning and
went through until about eight at night for the lucky finalists. Indeed a big day in the village.
I think we must have revived the game in Tuddenham. Each player had his own quoits—perhaps
made by the blacksmith. They were different weights but similar in size. We would tie them to the back
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of the tractor so that dragging them through the soil polished them ready for a match. The quoits I used
were my Granddad Garrod' s. I found them hanging up in his shed, which indicates that he had played
the game previously. I am not sure what happened to them when I finished playing, I wonder if old
Harry North had them for scrap!!
As remembered by Terry Green.

Steel Quoits
The ancient game of Quoits has been played for centuries in Scotland, Wales and England, and its
ancestor was played in the first Olympic Games. These heavy steel rings are designed to be thrown 11
or 18 yards into traditional clay pits at a stake buried in the ground. Quoits is clearly not a game for
wimps and when you pick up your first quoit and feel the solid weight, it is easy to understand that
quoits were originally weapons of war and hunting.
The quoits sold now are made in the traditional way from mild steel. Each has been drop-forged and
pressed in Cleveland (the heart of quoiting England) using traditional tools that have produced quoits
for decades. The blacksmith sands each quoit and buffs using a wire wheel to produce an even surface.
Quoits are shaped in the classic style with a slightly concave bottom
(beware of non-traditional imitations with flat undersides).
The standard dimensions are 8 1/2 inches outside diameter, 5 1/2 inch
hole and 5 1/4 pounds (2.4 kg) in weight.
Real quoits like these are dangerous. Their weight and shape can
cause serious injury. Quoiters and spectators must always take care to
stand well clear of the target area while the game is underway.
The traditional game
of Quoits has a long and
venerable history. The full
game is played outdoors
using iron or steel quoits
that are thrown at metal pins
embedded in beds of soft clay. Although a beginner will
always aim for a "ringer", the game is very tactical and a
ringer is not always the best shot - expert players will often
attempt to "cover" the pin with a the top of a quoit sticking out of the clay in order to prevent their
opponent from being able to place a better quoit. A well aimed quoit can deliberately flip an opponent's
quoit out of the way. Two versions of traditional outdoor Quoits are played - "The Northern Game"
played in the North of England and "The Long Game" played in Scotland, Wales and North Suffolk,
England. The Long Game is as much a test of strength as skill with heavy metal quoits weighing up to
10 lb being tossed 18 or 21 yards at a pin that is flush with the clay and consequently barely visible.
Scotland and Wales still play an international once a
year. In England, the Long game only survives in any
major form in Suffolk where somewhat different rules
and lighter quoits lend a quite different flavour.
Taken from Internet site.
Village Recorder: Thanks to Terry for his memories…
any comments ? I would love to hear more about how
residents filled their leisure hours in years past. Were
you in the darts team? Please ring me on 785588.
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Date
09/01/04
The top
story this
afternoon
is about the
Tuddenham
village pantomime. In
this issue I,
Emma
Rudge, will
be talking to
you about
what happens in this
pantomime,
what the
theme is and
what the
characters
think about
it. Plus some
extra details!

What Is The Tuddenham Pantomime About?
The Tuddenham Pantomime is a play that happens every year and has
been happening for the
last 18 years. Each year
has a different theme
and this year it is Jack and the
Beanstalk. The first rehearsal
was back in November, and
the additions were a week before the first rehearsal.
The 2 main roles are Jack and
Jill. Jack is played by a girl
called Madie, and Jill is
played by a girl called Helena.
There are many different
characters as well, MaryMary quite contrary, simple
Simon, Dame Dilly Dally and
so on. I have interviewed
some of the characters. Mary
said that she enjoys the pantomime a lot and that she has
been in the pantomime for 5
years this year. I have also
spoken to some of the cho-

rus (villagers) and they say
that they think that the pantomime is like an after school
or work activity, and that they
have made lots of friends
whilst being in the pantomime.
The lady in charge is
called Monica. The person in
charge of the music is Alan.
In the pantomime they have
two groups. One for the children and one for the adults.
The group for the children is
called the Junior Chorus and
the group for the adults is
called the Senior Chorus. I
think that the pantomime is a
very good idea for all the
people who want to act and
sing.
by Emma Rudge
So, we have a new
editor in the
making! Thanks
Emma for this
impressive Tattler
page.
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Next Tattler is
out in April.

Tattler Quiz
Sat. 3rd April
Village Hall

Starts 7.30
Ring 785588 for tickets
Bring glasses and drink
Still tickets available so DO call!

Please put any
copy,
adverts etc. throug
h
my door 5, The Granaries
or
ring 785588 to ge
t into
print.
OR EMAIL at
“editor@tuddenha
mta
ttler.com”!

Broadband arrives 26th May!
Everything is moving quickly, on 26th May you will be able to place your order for
broadband in Tuddenham!
So, do you need broadband? Well it depends on how many hours a day you spend on
the internet. If you spend an hour a day you could be spending from 60p to £2.40 an hour on
call charges (£18 to £72/month) depending on the time of day and
your phone tariff, plus potentially upsetting other members of the
family because they cannot make or receive calls during this time!
You could buy a second phone line for £10/month plus buying
an “anytime” dial up service for around £15.99/month that would
give you something like 160 hours of usage a month. You could then
make and receive calls while on line and have over 5 hours internet
access per day with the anytime package.
Or ….. you could get broadband for £29.99 (or as cheaply as
£19.00 from some suppliers), it works out at about the same but now
you have unlimited access 24 hours per day, 10 times the speed
and you can make phone calls at the same time. No more waiting
for pages to down load!
So once you are averaging around 1 hour’s usage a day (and remember this is one hour
for the whole family!) you could start considering whether to buy broadband. This raises the
question as to what you could possibly be doing on the internet for an hour a day or more,
well over the next couple of issues I will describe some of those uses so keep reading!

In the meantime if you have any questions please
email me at BroadBand@tuddenhamtattler.com

The party’s almost
here !!

