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The
Village
Hall
Committee are hosting a
launch event to raise money
and awareness of the project
to extend the hall on 10th
July. The coffee morning
will start at 9.30 and continue
until 1.00. The plans will be
on show and there will be
committee members present
to chat about the project.
This is a major initiative
for the village, requiring
some £10.000 in funding on
top of various grants for
Jerry Malone created the cover that graced our
which the committee have
2004 calendar, so you may recognise his work.
applied. Raising the money
will be a huge effort for the village and this
event is to start the collection as well as to
Inside this issue….
tell everyone what the money is for, and
why. Please do come along and support
Neighbourhood Watch Page 2
your Hall.
The Tattler is selling calendars again
Open Garden
Page 3
this year and will be charging £7 each,
with £1 going to the Village Hall Extension
Calendar
Page 5
Fund. Please ring the editor on 785588 or
email editor@tuddenhamtattler.com to
Greenwich Observatory Page 9
book your copies. Individual photos of
your house can be included at no extra
Hedges
Page 10
charge but give us plenty of notice.
Larks Hill have an open garden
weekend on 17/18th July raising money for St Martin’s.
The Chapel are visiting the Church for a service on 18th July.
All are welcome to this joint service which starts at 9.30 am.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
A resident in Witnesham was recently the victim of a walk in burglary. The
victim was in their garden at the time talking to a neighbour. The offender was
obviously well used to carrying out this type of offence because he was cool and
unflustered when he was challenged and gave a very plausible reason for being there,
which allayed the fears of his victim.
You all need to be on your guard and challenge everyone who calls that you do not know.
In this case the offender had his story well versed, but remember to immediately follow
up any explanation given to make sure that what they say is correct. This is a particularly
prevalent crime at the moment in Suffolk generally. Do not become a victim. If you are
unsure then call the Police who will check out any suspicious persons.
The offender is described as: A white male, in his late 40s to early 50s, of thickset build, about 5ft 8ins - 5ft 9ins tall,
with mousy blond hair brushed back and wearing glasses. At the time he was wearing
beige trousers and a beige three-quarter length Mac, and there is a possibility that he may
have been driving a blue car.

Contact Numbers

Police Emergencies 999
Police Headquarters 01473 613500
Voicemail for Pc Bob Nice 01473 613555 follow the voice prompts by dialling,
#2 followed by 9830, and leave your message. REMEMBER THIS IS FOR NONURGENT MATTERS ONLY.
I also have my own email address now if you prefer to use that.
It is Robert.Nice@suffolk.pnn.police.uk
I often attend the Parish Council Meetings if you want to see me personally.

Mobile Police Station
The Mobile Police Station dates and times are: - Tuddenham Fountain, Friday 9th July
and 6th August 2004, at 2.45 pm to 4.15 pm.
PC Bob Nice.
Editor: On my rounds of Tuddenham getting the news for The Tattler I heard from a resident that
her car petrol tank had been slashed in an attempt to get out the petrol, whilst the car was parked in The
Street. She mentioned this to other residents and heard that similar things have happened recently. Do
you know more? Please tell your neighbourhood watch coordinator if you know about anything
suspicious so that someone knows the whole picture. Our PC, Bob Nice has also asked to be informed…
I also came across one of these alarms on my rounds. They are
from B and Q and similar stores and can easily be installed on a door
or window frame. You set them before going out, or to bed, and they
alarm you if someone opens the door or window. They are run on
batteries and appear a simple solution to an insecure entry point,
don’t you think? The mobile police station may even be able to
suggest something better…..

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

Page 3

July ‘04

Entry £2.50 (children free) Refreshments available

Sat : 2 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. Sun : 2 p.m. – 6 p.m.
In aid of Tuddenham Church

Summer Activities in
Ipswich
Ipswich Borough Council have just
released the details of their Summer
activities for children. You can pick up a
booklet at many of the Council run sites
such as the library or swimming pools.
Archery, badminton, soccer, cricket,
swimming, climbing, gym, tennis, martial
arts, special days at the museum and
Wolsey Art Gallery, Ranger events and
walks through Ipswich
designed for children, to
name but a few.

Recycling Dates in
Tuddenham
The next two “recycling days” are
14th and 28th July. This applies to
paper and garden waste
so put out your green
boxes and brown bins.
Paper and glass can still
be deposited at The
Fountain Car Park.

1.
http://www.isketch.net/isketch.shtml
play pictionary online against other people on the web, or challenge
your friends.
http://www.boysstuff.co.uk
2.
a whole website of suggestions of presents for the males…
worth a look if you get stuck for ideas!
3.
http://www.phonespell.org
what does your phone number spell? Click here and find
out!!!
That’s all for now… have a great summer. IT Girl

LARKS HILL, TUDDENHAM

IT Girl’s Utterances…

OPEN GARDEN

itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com or kttsm2@hotmail.com

SAT 17th /SUN 18th JULY

You may have noticed that our
County libraries are now opening
on Sundays. They have also
started a new facility where readers
can recommend any book they
have come across and thus put it in
the “recommended” section with
their comments on an
accompanying sheet. This is a
source of books without the trouble
of seeking out new writers. I
wonder if any residents would like
to join in by suggesting a good read
to our readers??
May I start with Dava Sobel
and her best seller “Longitiude”?
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The Orwell Walk
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then through water
meadows. I even
managed a few photos
and chatted to some
other walkers as the
hours passed.
The best bit? Well
finishing, of course,
but the worst bit? That
was when William

was a great day out. The
weather stayed dry and
warm with blue skies for
all the Tattler Team,
though later on I gather
there were hail storms.
When we started off
at seven in the morning I Several walkers envied these
chaps their cool water wallows!
felt rather tense. I had
little chance to train the
two weeks before and this was a
new walk for us. Four people ran off
in front and I walked as fast as I
could to keep up. As we turned down
to pass under Orwell Bridge I lost
them and then found myself lost,
with no signs of the route. It was the
first of several panics which left me
walking some distance extra as I
turned back looking for the route.
Later I heard that some people had
The nearest we got to Felixstowe
been out over night taking down
Docks was the new building site.
signs. What a sad thing to do, eh?
Still the views were stunning as
we passed along the river banks
overtook and ran the last
four miles to get a stunning
time of around six hours
thirty minutes. I resolve to
use more “anti aging cream”
before our next marathon!
My thanks to everyone
who sponsored us so
generously. It is not too late
if you want to make us a
donation - see back page.
My thanks also to the
organisers who did us proud
with drinks and a warm
welcome at each checkpoint.

Just one of many stunning view across
the River Orwell.

Can’t wait for next year...
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Gill Cruickshank The Old Vicarage
785415
Your Neighbourhood
Back Lane
Watch contact is
Sally Gardiner
Oak End, Fynn Lane
here...
785753
Fynn Lane
Elizabeth Gunn Spinney House, Westerfield Lane,
785339
Westerfield Lane
Jim Kerridge
Primrose Cottage, The Street
785825
central
Jack Lay
The Old Post Office
785226
The Street to Church Cottages
Barbara Motts
12, Keightley Way
785532
Keightley Way
Denise Thick
3, The Granaries
785999
The Granaries
John Lambert
Larks’ Hill
785248 or 07974433537.
Clopton Road and outlying houses.

The Tattler team will be producing a calendar again
this year, and offering up some of the profits to the
Village Hall Extension Fund. So the cost of the calendar
will rise to £7 a copy, with at least £1 a calendar going
to the fund. If you want one please do contact me on
785588. If you want a photo of your house or garden
included at no extra cost then call me when things look at their best
and I will call round with the camera…
These calendars make excellent Christmas presents, especially
to friends and family who live far
Regards to Katherine Frost,
away… Why not buy more than
Natalie Owen, twins
one?! Come along to the launch of
Matthew and Daniel
the Village Hall Extension Fund to
Goward, and Freddie
place your orders….
Weller.
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A Walk round South Falkenham

by Sue and Jim Stacey

Synopsis
Start/End: On the road close to Falkenham Church.
The local bus service runs between Felixstowe and Kirton. The journey takes approximately 17 minutes.
Contact Felixstowe Tourist Information Centre for times. It will then be necessary to walk down the
fairly quiet road to Falkenham.
The most convenient way to get to Falkenham is by car. Falkenham is signposted from Kirton which in
turn is signposted from the A14 as you approach Felixstowe. There is no public car park at Falkenham.
However, as you drive through Falkenham from Kirton, you will see a sign under some trees on your left
to Falkenham church. The authors normally park here as the road is quite wide.
Terrain: Very easy.
There is only one very gentle uphill climb. There are no facilities (shops, pubs, toilets etc) on this walk
so make sure you have all you need.
Distance: 4.5 miles.
If you take public transport to Kirton, you will need to add on 1.1 miles each way between Kirton Green
and Falkenham.
Points of Interest:
•
Riverside walking
•
The Suffolk Coast and Heaths Path (SCHP)
•
A historic waterway
•
Land reclamation.

Detail
From Falkenham to the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Path.
Continue down the road to pass the last house on the right. Just after the telephone box, but on the
opposite side of the road, follow the signed footpath that cuts across the cultivated field. When you
meet the road, turn right to walk through Lower Falkenham until you get to the T-junction. Turn
left. You have now joined the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Path (SCHP).
To the River
Those of you who have done the March walk will recognise this section although seasonal changes and
the fact that you are walking in the opposite direction will add to the interest. Walk down the road and
continue as it turns into a wide gravel track. Soon it bends to the right and then to the left as it descends
into the low lying reclaimed land alongside the historic Kings Fleet waterway. (See the section called
“Kings Fleet” in the March walk). Continue along the track until you reach the dyke and then climb the
steps on to the top of the dyke where the river suddenly comes into view. It is possible at this stage to
turn right at the signpost and follow the SCHP signs for about a mile back to Felixstowe Ferry where
there are toilets and cafes, and where you can also catch a bus back to Felixstowe. However, make sure
that you have checked the bus times before you start the walk.
Along the dyke
To continue the walk, ignore the right turn along the SCHP and go straight ahead along the dyke which
turns sharp left through a broken down style to go alongside the river. Pass the area near the Felixstowe
Water Ski club pontoon and then continue along the dyke as it follows the river round to the left. At a
sharp right turn by a broken down style, there is a public footpath signpost pointing left off the dyke.
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Before leaving the dyke, take stock of the extent of land reclamation as indicated by the difference in the
high water mark indicated by the mud on the river and the level of the water in the drainage channels on
the land side of the dyke.
Land Reclamation
The building of dykes started before 1200. The river was driven back in stages with earlier dykes taking
the higher ground. The work was hard and progress was so slow that little change would be seen within
a worker's lifetime. The work was continued into the mid 1600s when the last recorded dykes were built
above Woodbridge. The result was the much narrower Deben River you see today.
The Return to Falkenham
To continue the circular walk, follow the direction of the signpost across the gap in the wide
drainage channel that runs parallel to the dyke to go alongside a smaller drainage channel on your
right. Follow its bendy course until you come to a wooden footbridge. Cross the bridge and turn
right. Keep the next drainage channel on your right until you come to a second wooden footbridge.
The reeds in the drainage channels are an excellent environment for birds such as Reed Warblers and
Reed Buntings. The Reed Bunting is characterised by the white marking that runs from the base of its
beak down to its neck. This is most obvious in the male as the rest of its head is black. This can be seen
in the right photograph below. Although not so obvious, the same moustached marking is sported by the
less striking female as shown in the left photograph. These birds are constantly flitting from reed to reed
and pose a challenge to amateur photographers like the authors.

Again, cross the bridge and keep right so that you continue to follow the drainage channel on your right.
Ignore the first gap which crosses into a cultivated field and continue to a second gap where there is a
low signpost. This directs you onto a farm track that has a winding drainage channel on its left. Take this
right turn. Follow it as it gently climbs up to the road by an electricity pole. Turn left and walk up the
road. At the T-junction, cross the road and follow the signposted path to return across the cultivated field
that you used at the start of the walk. Turn left up to the road to return to the start.
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Broadband update
During June we got our BT Yahoo Broadband delivered
and set up our Wireless router. We now have 2 Computers
connected directly to the router via cables and a third
connected wirelessly. I can wander around the house
remaining connected!
The set up did require some technical knowledge, using the SMTP server,
putting firewalls on all of the computers, configuring the router. I do have a
“technical” friend who knows all of the answers and saves me having to search
through the guidebook to work out the right configuration.
When the Broadband first arrived we simply connected the supplied
modem to one computer and this was very easy to set up, just about
automatic, so if you are attempting this you don’t need much technical
knowledge.
Good luck with whatever you decide to do, if you need any help than
email me at broadband@tuddenhamtattler.com and I will help if I can.
Editor: Speaking as someone who knows “BiBi” I can vouch that the transfer has been far
from painless but IT Girl seems well pleased. If I have been slow in replying to your Emails
blame technology, please!

