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There are plenty of Village events in the
coming months, some of them featured in this
issue. I gather that the Indian Summer we have
been enjoying this week is set to end soon but it
makes for a beautiful village in the meantime.
Aren’t we lucky to share this wonderful home?
The Harvest Meal is 12.30 on 3rd October
at the Village Hall and all residents are welcome.
The Tattler Village Sale is on 9th October in
the Village Hall and any help, raffle prizes or
things to sell would be most welcome. The
proceeds will be split between the Tattler and the
Village Hall Extension Fund. Please contact
editor on 785588 for details.
There is a
Duplicate Bridge Evening on Saturday, 16th
Julie Clark marries Graham
October with a sale to support Romanian Child Kemp at Tuddenham Chapel,
Action the same day at the hall.
11th September, 2004.
Tuddenham Chapel are celebrating two weddings this month and the
Tattler sends their warmest congratulations to both couples; Michael Girling and
partner Pauline and Graham Kemp and
partner Julie. The Church and Chapel are
holding a joint service in the Chapel on
Inside this issue….
24th October at 11 o’clock and Sam
Cowley will be preaching at the service.
Jim Kerridge excels for Page 3
The Chapel celebrate Harvest Festival on
Village Hall
26th September.
Bawdsey Walk
Page 4-7

VILLAGE SALE
Saturday, 9th October
Village Hall
2 - 3.30 pm
Please come along or support us with your
donations and things to sell!

Sunny Whitman
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Coffee Morning
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DUPLICATE BRIDGE
EVENING
Saturday,
16th October
At 7.00 pm
Tuddenham Village Hall
Tickets £5
Including refreshments
Raffle and Prizes
All proceeds to Hall Extension Fund

Happy 65th anniversary to
Bob and Phyllis Marjoram

Recycling Dates
in Tuddenham

g Leigh on 785600

NAME THIS CROP
I have been intrigued by the
crop grown this year in the field
on the left side of Church Lane as
you go towards the church. By
the number of people I have seen
examining it I am not the only one. It grew to an
amazing height and has now been cut down.
Please if anyone knows anything about this crop
let me know and put me out of my misery.

The
next few
“recycling
days” are
22nd of
September, 6th and
20th October and 3rd
November.

Sue Stacey,' 'Willows' Westerfield Lane

Tuddenham Over 60s Club
For the last few years the Over 60s Club has held a coffee morning in September
to raise funds and also to raise awareness of the club's existence. As there have
been several fund raising events in the village recently, the club is having a year
off ! However, we still meet once a fortnight on a Tuesday afternoon for a game
of bingo, cup of tea and lots of chat. If you felt like joining us, you would be most
welcome - we usually find something to smile about and hopefully go home
refreshed and recharged. We already collect one or two members by car, so if
you are not so agile as you once were we would be very happy to collect you as
Monica Pipe 785272
well.
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It wasn’t ‘arf a larf!
Anyone who didn’t go to the Variety Show on September 4th. In aid of the
village hall fund, missed a treat. How much better it was seeing Phil Cory and Mike
Henderson making fools of themselves than another boring night of TV. Those of us
who pretend to act, even if it’s ‘only panto’ need to watch other performers with the
experience and skill of these chaps. You can pick up lots of tips on timing and
delivery.
Laura Lucock and Siobhan Bedford (with Dad Mark on the sound system)
were an example of composure and confidence that shamed me, for one. In spite of a
few rogue hornets wanting to horn in (no that wasn’t a Ron Markwell joke) they didn’t
flicker an eyelid. They each sang a selection of modern ballads from Tina Turner to
‘Sunset Boulevard’ and they had me sitting on the edge of my seat. Their sweet smiles
and beautiful voices were sheer pleasure.
Those of the audience old enough to have enjoyed George Formby as children were
given a treat by Dennis Macey. I thought of my mum, and how she would have loved
it, but in fact looking around at the younger members of the audience it appears that
‘When I’m Cleaning Windows’ and the rest can still raise a chuckle even from today’s
sophisticated audiences.
Speaking of the audience, who howled with pleasure at Ron’s local jokes
delivered with polish and good natured humour, what a pity there were not more from
Tuddenham. The evening was arranged by members of Witnesham and District British
Legion, in particular Jim Kerridge and Bob Farrow, in aid of our village hall. When
fund raising the best policy is to sell people what they want, and give value for money.
We certainly had that at the Variety Concert. Thank you Jim and Bob, and of course
Ron, who is himself a Legion member.
The village hall improvement fund received a cheque for £555.00, a wonderful result
which included an almost full hall, a draw and the fact that Ron and his Merry Band
would accept no remuneration, not even their expenses.
A tip from a disinterested member of the audience – get in quick next time,
you won’t enjoy a more entertaining evening anywhere.
Barbara Butler.

IT Girl’s Utterances…

itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com or kttsm2@hotmail.com

1.

http://www.downingstreetsays.com/ keep in touch with what the latest is from

2.
3.

www.globalrichlist.com Just how rich are you compared to the rest of the world?
www.sleepinginairports.net when you are planning your next trip abroad, check out

4.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/olympics_2004/herculympics/default.stm a game

Downing Street…

this hand guide to sleeping over in airports!!

inspired by the Olympics

itgirl
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A Walk round Bawdsey and Alderton
by Sue and Jim Stacey.

Introduction
Anyone who saw the recent BBC2 program “Restoration”, presented by Griff Reece-Jones, will know
the important role that was undertaken by the military at Bawsdey Manor regarding the development and
utilisation of radar during the war. This major technical achievement enabled the RAF to successfully
fend off the German Luftwaffe offensive. This walk concentrates on the area of Bawdsey to get a feel
for its strategic importance, although as anyone who saw the programme will know, it is not possible to
visit the actual bunker where most of the real work took place.
In order to cover this aspect, the circular section of the walk is reached by following the Suffolk Coast
and Heaths Path from Bawdsey Quay to Bawdsey village.
Synopsis
Start/End: The Bawdsey Quay Picnic car park.
The car park is situated on the left soon after the sign for Bawdsey Quay.
To get to Bawdsey by car from the A12 near Woodbridge, take the A1152 towards Melton and follow
the signs for the B1083 to Bawdsey. Pass straight through the village to the Bawdsey Quay sign.
An alternative way to get to Bawdsey Quay is to park at Felixstowe Ferry and take the passenger ferry
across the River Deben. At the time of writing the ferry ran every day between 10.00 am. and 18.00 pm
from May to September. It finishes an hour earlier in April and in October it only runs at weekends.
Terrain: Moderate.
Despite the fact that the walk mostly covers level ground we have rated it as moderate because part of
the route goes along the shingle beach where walking is quite strenuous. If the tide is out, walk along the
sandy area close to the shoreline as this is much easier.
Trainers or similar footwear would be suitable for this walk.
There is a well stocked shop at Alderton. The four hundred year old Swan public house at Alderton
serves snacks and meals.
There are toilets on the car park at Bawdsey Quay.
Distance: 9 miles.
It is possible to reduce to about four miles by parking at East Lane car park and following the circular
route. This also misses out the strenuous shingle beech under Bawdsey cliffs. However, the authors feel
that this will significantly reduce the interest value!
Points of Interest:
•
river estuary
•
shingle beach with flora specific to this habitat
•
historic context
•
farmland
•
rural villages
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Detail
Bawdsey Quay to Alderton
Take the path in the corner of the car park near to the information board. You will pass the public toilets
on your way to the road. Turn left at the road to pass some holiday accommodation on your left and the
River Deben on your right. You will soon arrive at Bawdsey Quay the departure point of the Felixstowe
ferry. There has been a ferry here for many years. Records show that a new ferry in 1287 cost 12
shillings and 4 pence. It was only a foot ferry so all the horses had to swim across the river. In 1886, Sir
Cuthbert Quilter developed a steam ferry that ran on chains. It was a costly venture and withdrawn
twenty years later.
Cross the car park to go along the shingle beach. As you walk along the beach look out for flowers
which favour this harsh environment. In early May you will see carpets of Sea Campion and a
month or so later yellow Horned Poppy and white Sea Kale. Continue along the beach until you
come to some railings.

Pass through the gap between the railings onto a grassy area. Continue forward, follow the signs
through the shrubs to arrive once again on the beach. Continue along the beach but keep close to the
bushes. This will bring you to the sea defence wall. From here you have a good view of the impressive
Bawdsey Manor, built by Cuthbert Quilter, the grandson of a Trimley farmer. Work started on the
Manor in 1873 and it was completed in 1882 at a cost of £25,000. Quilter made his fortune as a
stockbroker in the City. For every million he made, he added another tower to the Manor. The estate
covered 8,000 acres. He became the M.P. for South Suffolk in 1885. His only noteworthy contribution
was a campaign for real ale and for this purpose he opened his own brewery at Melton (see the
Woodbridge Melton walk in an earlier issue). The estate was passed to his son in 1911 and was sold to
the M.O.D. in 1936. It is now an international school.
Bawdsey Manor will be on your left as you walk along the top of the sea defence wall. At the end of the
wall continue along the beach. After a while you will see a floodlit security fence at the top of the hill.
This is a reminder of the important part Bawdsey played during the last war. The M.O.D. bought the
manor, 168 acres of land, some out-buildings and cottages for £24,000. It was here that Sir Robert
Watson Watt did his pioneering work on radar. The development of radar had a profound effect on the
course of the war.
At the end of the fence move to the bottom of the cliff and continue along the beach. This will enable
you to locate the path away from the beach just after a gun tower. Climb up the steps and go straight
ahead through a broken stile. Follow the path alongside the arable land. We had in interesting insight
into agriculture when we did this walk in mid May. The farmer was removing straw and black polythene
from rows of carrots. They had over wintered in this way and he was now harvesting them.
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At the end of the fields you will come to a road, turn right to pass Bawdsey Hall and enter Bawdsey
village. Bawdsey was an important fishing village and port until the fifteenth century. Later industries
were the production of black dye from copperas, a stone found in the London clay which forms the
lower part of the cliffs. This was used for dying wool and leather. Coprolite, which is fossilised animal
dung used for fertiliser, was also dug here.
Continue along the road and take a right turn down School Lane. As you would expect, at the bottom of
the lane is Bawdsey Primary school. What a lovely spot to go to school! Bear right just after the school.
Pass some farm buildings on your right to come to East Lane car park.
Go up the steps in front of you and turn left. Pass the derelict war shelters, which in May seemed to be a
favourite haunt for house-martins. You will see some areas of water on the left where we spotted grebes,
tufted ducks, swans and greylag geese.
Continue to pass a martello tower, one of six built along the Bawdsey shoreline in 1802, until you reach
a public footpath sign. Turn left down an embankment to cross arable land with a view of Alderton to
the front. Follow the drainage channel to a wooden bridge, cross the bridge and continue along the path.
After a while you will pass the back of some houses and enter the village.
Alderton to the S.C.H.P. at School Lane.
Alderton is mentioned in the Domesday book in 1086 under the name of Aletuna. At the road turn left to
pass the post office and village store and then Swan public. Continue along the road through Alderton.
You will come to Stangrove Hall, which according to one reference, was badly flooded when the sea
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broke through in 1892
at East Lane and
flooded the land across
to the Deben. From the
Ordnance Survey map,
the authors have
estimated the degree of
flooding and have
shown this on the map.
The extent to which
Bawdsey once again
became an island is
clear to see.
Continue down the
road through Bawdsey
until you reach School
Lane.
School Lane to the
Start
Pass School Lane and
re enter the fields at a signpost for the S.C.H.P. on your left. Continue along the edge of the field to the
steps and go down onto the beach. Turn right to make the return journey along the beach. On our return
we walked near the waters edge which gave us the interesting view of the sea worn posts shown in the
picture.
Move inland to continue along the sea wall and at the end bear right into the grassy area. Continue
along the edge of the inter link railings onto the beach and then cross the car park. Pass the visitors
centre and go back up the road. Just beyond the holiday accommodation is the entrance to the car park
on the right.

References
The Place Names of the Deben Valley Parishes, W G Arnott, Norman Adlard and Co. Ltd.
Woodbridge and Beyond, Robert Simper, Creekside Publishing Suffolk
Bawdsey, Birth of the Beam, Gordon Kinsey, Terence Dalton Ltd. Lavenham, 1983
Suffolk Estuary, W G Arnott, Norman Adlard and Co. Ipswich, 1950

TUDDENHAM HARVEST LUNCH
Sunday 3rd October

1946

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSING

in the Village Hall
This event is open to anyone in the village, young or old. Christine can do a perm, cut
You do not need to be a regular church or chapel attendee and blow dry, shampoo and
to join us, although we would be very happy to see you at set or other hairdressing at
the Harvest Festival service at 9.30 am on the same day.
your home.
Tickets, at £4, are available from Cherrie Starling,
Ring 785467
Jackie Lugo, Monica Pipe or Tony French.
Lunch will be served at 12.30 p.m.

ALL ARE WELCOME
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Neville “Sunny” Whitman was born in
Tuddenham St Martin and lived in the village until
1996, when he, and his sister Doris, left Bridge End
Cottages to live in Woodbridge. They moved into a
bungalow at first then to sheltered accommodation
at Deben View, near the river Deben. The only
other length of time he spent away from the village
was during the war when he, and his close friend
Charlie Smy, served for their country and were
taken prisoner by the Germans. His nephew,
Michael, told me
of
happy,
childhood days
spent exploring
the Fynn Valley
with Sunny.
To
our
family, however,
he will always be
known
as
“Whitman”
for
that is what the
Sunny (left) and Charlie
children
called
whilst prisoners.
him. He was a
good friend to us, always happy to spend time with the children and delighted to
welcome us into his home at Christmas when he would help deliver missives to
Father Christmas by putting them on his fire to rise up his chimney and thence
to Santa. He had a store of biscuits
for the youngsters and lots of
stories to tell. Adults would often
be seen leaning over his wall
staring at his garden. A picture of
colour and perfection. He spent
hours at work in the garden always
ready to share a tip and to offer
some produce.
As was said at his funeral,
Neville was a Gentleman.
Generous of heart, hard working
with a great sense of humour, and
the best of brothers to his loving
sisters Doris and Flossie, who will miss him sorely. The colour in his garden
reflected his spirit which will be long remembered. I will think of him every time I
see daffodils in a cottage window.

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

Parish Council
The Parish Council met in
early September and were
delighted to have Pat Blake as
the new Parish Clerk after the
resignation of Arthur Jackson. His three
years of work for the village have been
much appreciated.
The Council agreed to the moving
of the gate on Donkey Lane to lower
down the hill to stop late night “callers.”
Planning Permission has been granted
for a bungalow next to 13, Keightley
Way as well as an extension to “Blue
Gates” with part of the field next to the
house being converted to garden. The
Village Hall extension has been
granted permission however the
planned six houses off The Paddocks
was not granted.
Part of Tuddenham Road is likely
to be resurfaced in a few months. The
Council have agreed to make a
donation to the Hall extension.
The next meeting is early December.

To Bella Green who remains
under the weather.
Our best wishes also to Keith
Whinney. We look forward to
hearing you are making a good
recovery. Thinking of Margaret at
this time, only recently out of
hospital and now
worrying about Keith.
Lorraine Goward
has been poorly
recently so our regards
to her too.
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Think of Others
A perennial problem in
Tuddenham, as in other villages, is
that of dogs fouling. Walkers complain
along the Fynn Valley paths as do
users of the children’s play areas as
well as residents. There are even
problems with dog muck opposite The
Fountain when Robert Cooper comes
to cut the grass. IMAGINE THAT,
WHEN A STRIMMER TOSSES ITS
DEADLY LOAD!
None of us
should have to clear
up after someone
else’s dog.
If you take a dog
for a walk in our
village please think of
others and carry a bag with you.
That is all it takes.

Macmillan Cancer Relief
Coffee Morning
Tuddenham WI are taking part in
another nationwide coffee morning to
raise money for this worthy cause. Do
join in on:

24th September
10 – 12 am
Tuddenham Village Hall
There will be cakes for sale
as well as produce and entry is £1.
It is hoped that over £4.5
million will be raised, a real
lifeline to those suffering
with cancer.
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Hello, again! Now we are hoping for an Indian Summer after all the rain, but
isn't it good to see all the green grass, and it has been dry enough lately to hear
the combines going full steam - there did not seem so much dust with the old
horse drawn reaper and binder! It did make the process longer, of course!
Apart from some small touching up, the work on the quinquennial repairs
has now been completed with the reinstallation of the restored choir stall. The
restoration has been very well done, and will be there for many years to come.
Our big Benefice event this month is the Ordination of Michael Morton (of
Witnesham) at the Cathedral in Bury St Edmunds on the 26th. Michael's
elevation from Lay Reader will increase the strength of the Benefice Ministry
team, and take some of the load off Sam. A notable event this month was the
65th Wedding Anniversary of Bob and Phyllis Marjoram on 7th . Do any of you
real villagers remember the event? Our congratulations to both.
The Harvest Festival Service will take place at 0930 hours on 3rd
October to be followed with a Harvest Lunch in the Village Hall at 1230
hours. Orders for tickets can be made with Monica Pipe or Jim Punton.
After the successful Village Lunch last Harvest it has been decided to continue
having a lunch solely for Tuddenham-St -Martin.
Services continue at 0930 each Sunday, when all will be made welcome.
Due to the aforementioned Ordination there will be no morning services in the
Benefice on 26th, but there will be an Evening Service at Witnesham , followed
by tea 'n tabnabs in the Witnesham Village Hall.
Floodlight sponsors are still welcome at £5.00 per weekend - contact Jim
Punton at Camforth, or on 785296.
Sam continues to visit Tuddenham on the last Thursday of each month, so
if you wish a personal visit/chat please advise
Notelets and post Sam, Monica or Jim.
cards are now
available at the
Thank you all for reading this far and for
Church showing your continued support of YOUR Church.
the new window.
Contact
Jim
God Bless you and yours.
Punton for details
on 785296.
08.09.2004
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If you want to order a
Tuddenham Calendar
please ring editor on
785588. They are £7 each with £1 going to the Village
Hall Extension Fund. Get in quick as they are going off
to be bound soon and then no more can be printed. If
you have already ordered one then please pop the money though
my door in a names envelope. Thanks!

URGENT!

Regards to
James Burn,
Gemma
Lugo, Daniel
Rose, Ben
Woods and
William
Jennings (the
cow!)

The professional tree care specialist

ORWELL TREES
& LANDSCAPES
(01473) 611175
07 787 537 286
Offers sectional felling, reshaping,
reducing, hedge maintenance,
stump grinding, chipper hire,
fencing, and planting.

BIG SALE
OF PRACTICALLY EVERYTHING!!
TUDDENHAM VILLAGE HALL

SAT. OCTOBER 16th. 2 pm – 4 pm Admission 20p

‘Bric-a-brac’, curios and collectables, china & glass, Christmas items, books, videos & CD’s,
fancy goods, fancy toiletries, clothes and toys. Gifts for the sale, please take to the address
below.

Help on the day appreciated – telephone number below or just turn up at 1 pm.

ROMANIAN CHILD ACTION
Phone/Fax 01473 785206. Reg. Charity 1017881. High View, Tuddenham Lane, Witnesham, Ipswich IP6
9HL,
None of RCA’s directors or volunteers receive payment except the satisfaction of knowing that what we do makes a difference. In fact, all pay
their own expenses to travel to Romania. We rely on the kindness and continuing support of friends, mostly in Suffolk, who want to help.

SHOEBOXES or Backpacks for Romanian orphans and sick children travel with us
each year.
Please tape £2. To outside of box to pay for transport.
BEFRIEND A CHILD. You may be a friend to one of our children by writing to the
address above. You will donate £2.00 a week, and receive regular news and photos of a
special child who needs a friend.
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VILLAGE HALL
Village Hall bookings are
through Fiona Woods who can be
contacted
on
785856.
There are still
vacancies at the
Village Hall for car parking.
Aluminium cans can be delivered to
David Lugo at his house. He takes
them to be recycled and the funds
raised go towards the
Village Hall extension
Fund.

Thanks!

The Village Hall Fund has risen to
£4,500 but there is still a lot more to get.
Several organisations like the Parish
Council and Suffolk Coastal District
Council have offered additional
donations but the committee need more
village residents to offer money if they
are to stand any chance of getting an
environmental grant.
As I understand things from talking
to Gill Cruickshank they measure our
“worthiness” for help by looking at how
much we have already raised. So
please dig deep and then we can all join
in the celebrations when building can
start in the New Year.
Please ring Gill on 785415
if you can help out.

The Cast
Present

The Tempest
By William Shakespeare
Shakespeare’s final and most magical play, set on an enchanted island
peopled with mortals, monsters, and spirits. A Joyous, poetic, mysterious,
spellbinding exploration of crime and retribution, reality and illusion, truly a
theatrical masterpiece.
7.30 pm
Thursday September 16th
Friday September 17th
2.30 pm & 7.30 pm
Saturday 18th September
Woodbridge Methodist Church
Tickets £7 / £5 concessions from 01394 388687
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Thermometer above shows
progress towards full funding for
Village Hall Extension.

