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“Harvests around
the World”
1st and 2nd October
Saturday & Sunday
11 am - 5 pm
Light lunches and teas
served from noon.
There is also a concert on
Saturday at 7.30 pm in the
Church.
Presented by
“Adhoctet” it is on the
theme “Around the World
in Song”. Admission £5 to
include a glass of wine
Many hours’ work went in to the new fence on the Welham
and light refreshments.
Meadow and this photo shows how Edward is learning from
The Harvest Festival
an expert.... Four feet into the ground apparently!
Service at the Church is
on Sunday morning at 9.30 am.
The village has been busy this last
few weeks and the Flower Festival this
weekend and then Village Sale, on 8th
October, will keep up the momentum.
There is a long report about the leaving
event for Elaine and Tony French in this
issue and The Tuddenham Tattler wishes
them both well. The Village Hall looked
wonderful on the day in it’s new colours
with the stage up. Very airy and bright.

Please contact me on 785588 with
your photos and stories!
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Coffee Morning
10.30 - 12.00
Friday,
7th Oct,
Village Hall.

To support work of
Macmillan Nurses

CALENDAR
The Tattler is now
taking orders for the
2006 calendar. The
project
will
again
donate £1 from each
sale to the Village Hall
Extension Fund and the rest towards
running the Tattler next year. The price
will remain £7 per calendar.
At no extra cost you can have
one photo of your choice (perhaps
your house or family) as one of the
months in your personal calendar.
Last year some calendars had several
changes. These make ideal Christmas
gifts for distant friends and relatives.
Please contact the editor
by ringing 785588 or you can email
editor@tuddenhamtattler.com as
soon as possible to secure your
copy!

A lifetime of care

NEW
Vet Surgery Hartree Way,
Grange Farm, Kesgrave

For all enquiries
a 01473 333677
www.orwellvets.co.uk

Exercise Class
The new time is
11.45 on Wednesdays
in the village hall and
all are welcome. No
need to book; just turn
up for a warm welcome, some
good fun and a fit physique! If you
want a yoga class in Tuddenham
ring 785588 or email...
Our congratulations to Alan
Forsdike, former resident of
Tuddenham, on his
ordination as a Deacon
yesterday. Look forward
to seeing him soon at
the pantomime
auditions!
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The marriage of Gary Mudd and
Lucy Offord took place at Tuddenham
Church on Friday 9th September 2005.
Although Lucy (daughter of Ernest Offord
(Dotsie) and Eileen Offord) has lived
away from the village for a number of
years, she felt it was right to come 'home'
for her wedding. Lucy would like to thank
the vicar Rev. Sam Cowley, and all the
bell ringers, for their part in making it
such a wonderful day.
I, and brothers Michael and Andrew,
would like to wish many years of
happiness to Gary and Lucy.
Tom Offord

IT Girl’s Utterances…
1.
2.
3.

itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com

http://www.planearium2.de/flash/spstudio.html
create your own southpark character with this clever online
program
http://www.bbc.co.uk/computertutor/
do computers challenge you? Is one of your relatives slightly behind on the
computer craze? Well set this up and let them have a go!
http://turbulence.org/spotlight/thinking/
play online chess with a difference. As you challenge this bot, it will paint it's
thought processes on the board as it goes, creating an interesting art piece!

I come back on the job after a few weeks away and find some
upstart has taken my slot!!!
It Girl
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As Village Recorder you
may know that my primary
task is to record the present
in Tuddenham for future
generations to look at. I do
this in two ways. The first is
by notes, photos and
interviews that I put into the
village archive that I keep,
and if you have anything you
think I might find interesting I
would be delighted to hear
from you on 785588. The
second recording technique I
use is to publish records in
the form of The Tuddenham
Our “new hall” decorated and ready to greet
Tattler which also goes in the
Two VERY SPECIAL guests!
archive. On 17th September
the village celebrated a very special, though led a host of volunteers making
rather poignant, event, namely the leaving
teas, washing up and tidying up.
of our Pastor, Tony French, and his wife
Everyone was told to come at
Elaine, after 17 years of dedicated service
four, apart from Tony and Elaine,
to the village and surrounds. Over 130
who were told the “Harvest Lunch”
people attended the event in Tuddenham
was to begin at four thirty. So they
Village Hall and it was an honour to be one
arrived to a hushed hall which
of them.
erupted into applause as they
Terry and Beryl Green were the
entered. Stacy presented Elaine
organisers who delegated food provision to
with a bouquet of flowers and
Monica Pipe (she thought she
volunteered!), decorating the
hall to Ed Nichols and Will
Lopez and entertainment to
Michael Girling. Actually,
however, a multitude came
together to produce the day.
Food came from all corners of
the village as well as from
outside - delicious
sandwiches, mouth-watering
cakes and things on sticks, to
name a few. Pauline Girling
made and decorated two
celebration cakes for Tony
and Elaine to cut and Monica
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Nathan gave
Tony a card
signed by all
the guests and
many more
who had been
unable to
come. Sheets
Detail of Ed’s welcome
and sheets of
banner
wonderful
tributes to Elaine and Tony were within
the card, made by Katy Lopez (see
previous page.)
David Lugo kindly supplied the
chairs for a staged photo of the guests
with Tony and Elaine sitting at the
heart of the group just as they have
always been in the village. So we all
took our seats just as the photographer
arrived from The Evening Star. As he
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climbed the ladder to “get that shot”
he mentioned how he had never
seen such a well organised group.
As the afternoon progressed we
were to find out just how hard Terry
Green had worked to organise the
whole thing. You might have seen
the photo taken, featured in The Star
on Monday, 26th September, but
below is another version taken by
our “volunteer” photographer Parimal
Manek, a frequent visitor to
Tuddenham, often to be seen lurking
with his camera primed!
Please contact the editor on
785588 if you want a copy of any of
the photos taken as there were some
very special ones; far too many to
feature them all in this article.
(Continued on page 6)
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Tuddenham
Chapel. (See
photo.) As if
that was not
enough Terry
went on to
present Tony
with a cheque all the
donations
brought
Elaine & Tony seemed to like the
together in one
Ol’ Suffolk Boy! (He looked like
lump sum Michael Girling to me.)
only to say “But
we don’t want
So, it
to give you that….” and tear it up. A
was back
gasp went up from the crowd only to
into the Hall for some refreshments that tea was very welcome! And then
this strange “Ol’ Suffolk Boy” wanders
in to tell us some tall stories about
Elaine and Tony. Devious doin’s, high
-flyin’ tomatoes and strange goin’s on
in the Sunday Club were mentioned
but I’s a think he was just a rumblin’
on, like!
Rural Ministries were
represented by Leigh Belcham who
spoke very well of Tony and Elaine
and their work for the Chapel. Later
they were to open a huge present,
wrapped in gold paper and most
mysterious. Donated by Eddie Vass
from Rural Ministries it turned out to
be a fire extinguisher…?! Jim Punton
represented St. Martin’s Church with
a speech and the lovely gift of a
photograph of Tuddenham Church,
framed and sure to grace Tony and
Elaine’s new home. Next came a gift
created by Julia Heseltine and Gerry
Malone. Again wrapped in gold, this
was a beautiful, hand painted,
wooden plate depicting the

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
be replaced with applause as Beryl
Green replaced it with a giant cheque
for £1236! Wow!
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all. He was as graceful and polished as
we have all come to expect, injecting
some humour into a heartfelt response
which I would have loved to take down
with shorthand - no such skill here,
sadly! I will give one person a mention,
just as he did. Always hard to pull out
one, he started, and then paid a lovely
tribute to Tony Freeman. It is somehow
balanced that I include Tony & Marion
Freeman’s note to Tony (they call him
Anthony) at the end of this article,
written before the event and all the
more heartfelt for it.
(See over for some more photos.)

Tony and Elaine were given back
a book presented to Tony on the event
of his 60th birthday, holding photos
and personal comments from the
congregation of Tuddenham Chapel.
This had been updated and several
photos had been added reminding
them of some of the many happy
events at the Chapel through their time
there.

So the cake was cut and food
shared, somehow symbolic of this
event and Tony and Elaine; two very
special people.

Tony and Marion Freeman.

The formal part of the event was
fittingly brought to a close by Tony’s
eloquent and unrehearsed reply to us

Always held dear in many hearts,
Tuddenham wishes you both well,
Tony and Elaine,
in all your endeavours through
a shared future, and
thanks you for your dedication
to the village and its community.
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Pauline Girling made this lovely cake
for the guests to share.
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Julia and Gerry, plate painters
extraordinary!

One lovely aspect of the event
was how people were so eager to
help. The photo below shows the
queue to sign the card with some
sheets circulating the village
beforehand and even including
photos.

Joan Smy chatting to Lorna Beckett,
erstwhile Tuddenham resident.

Thanks go to the Village Hall
Committee who donated the fee for
the use of the hall towards the
financial gift for Tony and Elaine and
to the Chapel who covered some
other outgoings. Also, of course, for
the many personal contributions to
the final total of £1236 given to Tony
and Elaine.

Church Warden, Monica Pipe, Rev.
Henry Lunney and his wife Claire.

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
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Jim Punton and Arthur Jackson
portray the mood of the
afternoon!

Elaine and Tony at the heart of it all.

Peace amidst the storm
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Ex neighbours, Beryl Peck
and Jo Kelm reunited.

Ever the pastor of his flock...

Terry Green,
childminder to
grandchildren
of Jackie and
David Lugo!

Dear Editor,
We have known Anthony and Elaine
French since 1980 when Marion joined
the office of Datchet Evangelical
Fellowship (later Rural Ministries) where
Elaine already worked.
When they took over the work at
Tuddenham Anthony wanted some help
in the garden and asked if we knew
anyone who would be willing to volunteer.
Tony said he could lend an occasional
hand and his offer was accepted. Over
the years the visits became weekly and
Tony also helped Anthony make props for
Easter, Harvest and Christmas services
as well as the window boxes that now
grace the Chapel - he also chose which
plants to put in them.
We will miss Anthony and Elaine and
wish them every happiness in their new
home in Beccles.
Tony and Marion Freeman.

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
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Hi! What a busy time we have been having recently. Tony preached his last preretirement sermon in the Chapel on 28th August. In recognition of this there was no
service held in St Martin's that day to enable us to attend at the Chapel to show our
appreciation of Tony and Elaine's service and love given freely to our village over the
past seventeen years. Church and Chapel have demonstrated a true Christian unity
which we trust can and will continue into the future. On 17th September we all had the
opportunity to say our own personal farewells to Tony and Elaine in the Village Hall new stage and all. It was a very happy occasion, covering up effectively the sad loss of a
lovely couple to whom our best wishes for a long and happy retirement in Beccles are
warmly extended. This weekend has brought additional strength to our benefice - we
really are 'revving up'! On Saturday the 24th Michael Morton was ordained as a Priest
and on Sunday 25th it was the turn of Alan Forsdike to be ordained as a Deacon on his
journey to priest-hood, giving us three 'Rev'nd's' in the Benefice. We ask for God's
blessings and guidance for both in their new roles and look forward to their presence in
our pulpit in the future.
Next weekend brings us a Flower Festival in the church on Saturday and Sunday, in
addition to our Harvest Thanksgiving service at 0930 on Sunday 2nd October. There will
be a concert by “Adhoctet” on Saturday at 1930 hours, cost £5.00 per head - which
includes light refreshments and a glass of wine. The theme of the Flower Festival is
'Harvests Around the World' and the concert has been titled 'Around the World in Song'.
You all know that our ladies are good flower arrangers, and the writer can assure you
that 'Adhoctet' under the leadership of the Revd Alan Forsdike are a pleasure to hear.
Enjoy a beautiful weekend. Tickets for the concert from Monica (785272) or Cherrie
(785767). The next Gift Day has been proposed for Saturday 12th November, but we will
have a Trafalgar commemorative service before then on 23rd October - (for flag lovers it
will be a Red Ensign on the 21st and 23rd).
The village paid a sad farewell to another beloved and well known resident in the sad loss
of Elaine Lay. We hold Jack and the family in our prayers that God may give them comfort and
strength to overcome the grief they must feel.

Services continue at 0930 each Sunday morning, a service of Holy Communion at
0800 on the fourth Sunday of each month an Time for God at 1900 hours on the second
Sunday each month.
Floodlights can be sponsored at a meagre £5.00 per weekend by contacting the
Writer on 785296 or calling in at 'Camforth'. The Rev. Sam still visits each month, and
calls can be arranged through Monica or Jim (785272 or 785296) or direct to the
Rectory.
Our really good news is that the organ has been fully restored. Where there were
bits n' pieces of organ intruding into the seating areas, these have gone and there is no
question of your not getting a seat - come up the hill and try them for size!!
A great big 'Thank you' is due to the ladies who took part in the 'Autumn Spring
Clean' of the church. What a difference you made girls - full marks!!
God Bless You and Yours. Jim P- 25.09.2005
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No Shrinking Violet!
The Ipswich Over
50's Concert Band,
whose normal conductor
is Paddy Gray, seems to
have a guest conductor
at this event. The event
is the Senior Citizens’
Concert, on Wednesday,
14th September, and the
guest is Violet Offord!
Violet was helping out
Paddy, her son-in-law, at
the Copleston School at
a concert organised by
The Rotary Club of
Ipswich East.

Update on Village Hall

Village Hall Meeting

The extension to the Village Hall is
now nearly completed and we are
thrilled with it. It gives much more
space and light, and, of course, a
stage. It will improve the use of the
hall in all directions.
Funding is nearly there. Once we
can review this, on completion, we
shall know if we need any extra for
curtains, etc.
We are grateful to all the regular
users of the hall for their patience
during the building and I hope it will
be completely user-friendly in the next
few weeks.
We plan a “formal” opening of the
hall in January when it should
hopefully be fully “clothed.”
A big thank you to everyone who
had supported this project over the
last two years.

The Committee met on 8th
September and were delighted with
progress on the Hall extension. Talk
ranged on the colour of the paint - hope
you like what was chosen - what heaters
were required, and the shape of the
temporary staging used in front of the
stage for the T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s’
productions…
There is to be an official opening, at
some date to be set, when everyone in
the village is invited to explore and to be
thanked for their contributions.
Charges were discussed. They will
have to rise once the hall is completed
and insurance may be more expensive.
The next meeting is on 4.1.0.05 at
7.30 pm and the A.G.M. is on 1.11.05 at
7.30 pm.
Please contact Gill Cruickshank for
any further information.

Gill Cruickshank

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
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Thank you ladies!

Yoga Class
If you are interested in taking
part in a yoga group in
Tuddenham please contact the
editor on 785588. Several
residents have already expressed
interest but we would
need quite a few
more to make
the class viable.

Recycling Dates
in Tuddenham
The next few “recycling days” are
5th & 19th October and 2nd & 16th
November. There is a paper bank in the
Fountain car park. Clothes and shoe
bins are available in Sainsbury's car
park, Hadleigh Road.

Parish Council Meeting
The Council met on 6.9.05 and
after discussing the improvements to
the hall business started. The Back
Lane footpath is to be maintained by
Suffolk County Council to 1½ metres
width and it is hoped the nettles can
be sprayed in the Spring. Our County
Councillor warned the Council Tax is
likely to rise next year as we are not
set to receive such a large grant from
Central Government. Community
Policemen have been given 20 speed
guns which will allow prosecutions for
speeding. PC Bob Nice, our Village
Policeman has retired and as yet no
replacement has been appointed.
Planning issues discussed included
13 Keightley Way, and Hill Top in
Westerfield Lane, neither of which
have yet been decided upon.
Future issues are to include the need
for affordable housing in the village
and to this end the councillors have
been reading the draft Westerfield
Plan and details about the new
housing in Grundisburgh.
The next meeting is the
first Tuesday in December
when the precept will be
decided.
Aluminium cans can be
delivered to David Lugo at his
house. He takes them to be
recycled and the funds raised
go towards the
Village Hall
extension Fund.

Thanks!
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TATTLER SALE
SATURDAY
8 th OCTOBER
2.00 pm
Anything you want to donate will
be gladly received for the sale Books, cakes, toys, house wares,
jewels, tools, furniture and plants.
Ring 785588 for details.

We would love to receive
anything for the sale as well
as seeing you on the day!
You are welcome to join our
team of helpers or/and
buyers. Please ring us on
785588 if you need
anything collecting.
LITTER HOTLINE
01394 444000

VILLAGE HALL
Village Hall bookings are
through Arthur Jackson at Ivy
House, Tuddenham or on 785984.

W.I. News
The October
meeting is on the 11th
and will be at 7.30 pm.
Valerie Sulch will give a talk on
Volcanoes and the competition is an
unusual rock or stone. Joan Stark is
the Hostess. There will be a draw.
All residents are welcome. Please
contact Dymphna Jackson, the
secretary, on 785984 for details.

The ne
xt Tatt
l
Please er is out in O
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om
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78558
l at 5,
8
Th
to get e Granaries
in prin
t.

This number is for full litter
bins, or fly tipping problems
as well as for collection of
bulky items from your home
and pest control.

Our sincere condolences to
Jack Lay on the passing of
Elaine, his beloved wife. The
Church was full to overflowing for
her service and from every
corner was talk of her vitality and
sense of humour. Memories of
her presence in the village and
the fun she brought to us all.
Recall of her parts in the
pantomimes packed with fun and
frolics. Each of us has their own
treasured memories but the
number of people who managed
to attend the mid week service is
testament to the high esteem in
which she was
held.
Our thoughts
are with Jack and
the family at this
time.

