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Carol singing is
starting from the Chapel at
6.30 on Tuesday evening.
They will be touring the
village with a brass
accompaniment and
everyone is welcome
(children and adults) to join
in. If you are still at home
and hear the singers how
about some support from
your doorstep? After the
singing there are
refreshments at Sandy’s
house - the hot drinks were
most welcome last year.
Thank you to everyone who bought Tattler
The Village Hall
calendars this year - all 150 of you!
Committee are staging
Wonderful support most appreciated.
another Burns’ Night in the
New Year and there are more details
inside this issue. Please contact Gill
Cruickshank for details and tickets.
Inside this issue….
There are special services at the
Burns’ Night
Page 2
Chapel and Church before Christmas see inside for details.
Welcome
Page 3
The pantomime rehearsals are
going well but there is still time to contact
Over 60s
Page
Arthur Jackson on 785984 if you want to
4/5
take part. Children and adults are most
British Legion Hut
Page
welcome. Remember the whole ethos of
7/8/9/11
this project is to integrate new residents
so give him a call! The performances are
Mike & Kim Vonk
Page
in the February half term week.
9/11/12
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Neighbourhood Watch
A break-in occurred on night of 22nd/23rd
November to a storage building fronting on to
Green Lane. Doors were locked and bolted,
windows not locked. Stolen items probably
wheeled or carried to waiting vehicle at mouth
of Green Lane. Machines and tools
taken. Several other properties in
Tuddenham have also been broken
into so please take care!

Recycling Dates
in Tuddenham
The next few “recycling
days” for green box and brown
bin, are 13th and 27th December
and 10th and 24th January.
There is a paper bank in the
Fountain car park. Clothes, glass,
books and shoe bins
are available in
Sainsbury's car park,
Hadleigh Road.

What’s On
Sunday, 17th December
10.30 - 1.00, Spring Wood
Christmas party
- get fit for Christmas with a
hard morning’s work in Spring
Wood Nature Reserve with
Ipswich Wildlife Group and the
Greenways Project or simply
visit the wood to meet
volunteers, learn what they do
and enjoy some festive
snacks. Ring
433995 for
details.
2.00 - Festive
Woodland Walk
Walk around
Bridge Wood to celebrate the
year’s end looking at our
natural surroundings and what
they symbolise at this time of
year.

BURNS’ NIGHT SUPPER
In aid of Village Hall

Saturday, 27th Jan,
7.00 for 7.30 pm
Dress is Scottish if you wish and the dancing is Scottish if you like.
Tickets are £10,
Bring your own bottles.
Please advise re special diets.
Early booking advised
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Welcome to Richard and Linda Dowdeswell who have moved in to 2, Rose
Cottage with son Rory and cat Gandolf. Richard is commuting to Manchester at
present and they came from Cheshire before Woodbridge and Witnesham so
they put in some miles!
Diving seems to be the family
passion and Linda is a Marine
Biologist. Rory tells me Mum likes
being thrown onto a bed and being
tickled but enough of that. Rory is
stepping out on the stage for our
panto this year and is most
welcome to our TADPOLEs team.
He goes to school in Woodbridge.
There are several new faces
in the TADPOLEs cast this year. If
you would like to join in the fun
please ring Arthur on 785984 as
there are parts available front and
back stage.

IT Girl’s Utterances…
itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com
1. http://www.northpole.com/
Visit the North Pole, explore Santa's village, send Santa your
Christmas wishes!
2. http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/christmas/
Worked out your Christmas menu yet? Use this handy BBC site for hints
and tips.
3. http://www.johnjohn.co.uk/gallery/onlinecomics01.html
An interactive online advent calendar, along with a comic for each day.
4. http://www.needapresent.com/
Struggling for gift ideas? Never fear, "needapresent" is here!!
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Tuddenham Over 60s got the
festive season under way with their
annual Christmas lunch.
A traditional Christmas meal was
followed by a few games of bingo with
Sam getting into the spirit by calling the
numbers. There was some debate
about the origins of some of the
expressions, with one wag suggesting
that Kelly of ' No.1, Kelly's Eye' might
have had a cataract problem!
Apparently '7 and 6, 76, was she worth
it?' relates to the fact that the marriage
license was once 7s 6d. The things you
learn at the Over 60s Club!
An enjoyable time was had by all,
and we are now looking forward to
seeing the Co-op Juniors show at
Snape Maltings the week before
Christmas.
Monica Pipe
Editor: Interesting that very few of the
Over 60s attend the Over 50s exercise
classes. And the reverse applies… Now
that sounds like a good New Year’s
resolution, particularly for Sam!
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Town Lecture,
Thursday, 14th December
Bananas in pyjamas and other
musical diversions from Suffolk by
Professor Chris Green focuses on
composers from Suffolk. The lecture will
be illustrated with music performed by
members of Trianon Music Group.
Starts at 1.00 in Museum Street
Methodist Church with donations
towards maintaining the lecture series.

Tuddenham St Martin
Chapel
You are
warmly invited to
the Carol
Service at
Tuddenham Chapel
Sunday, 17th December
11 o’clock.
There will be hot mince pies and
sausage roll after the service and lots
of the traditional carols to sing during
the service. Everyone
is welcome to join in
this opportunity to
sing in the Christmas
celebrations. Bring
your friends!

The Tattler tries to record what goes on
in Tuddenham and as such has to
remember the fire on Tuesday, 31st
October at Tuddenham House. We were
very moved to see the flames and consider the loss of a beautiful house as well
as a home full of family possessions and memories. The Tattler surely
represents the village of Tuddenham in passing on their very best wishes to Julia
and Jeremy, Tom and Monty Scowsill through this difficult time. I understand the
unsafe structures have been removed and the scaffolding will enable the
remaining brickwork to be covered for protection through the winter until
rebuilding can start. If you want to contact the family you can probably use
“Tuddenham House” as their address and the Post Office will forward your mail.
We look forward to seeing the phoenix rise.

POPPY APPEAL
This year we raised £501.30p
thanks to all who gave so freely and a great
thanks to all the collectors who helped make it
all possible.
Jim Kerridge

Wanted: Hostess trolley
for local hostess!
Ring 252315 if you can help
out.

The Over 50s exercise class is
thriving but they remain happy
to welcome you if you want to
try a session out. Just come
along at 11.45 with
comfortable flat shoes and a
sense of fun. There are two
more classes before the
Christmas break.
Contact Jessica Arthur
for details on 785235.
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When it was built, and by
whom, I have no idea. Nor the
terms and conditions regarding the
site - i.e. whether it was rented at
market value or peppercorn, or if
there was a lease on the site
granted to the British Legion or who
actually owned the site or, indeed,
the building.
The hut stood on land beside
the River Fynn with the front visible
from Fynn Lane. Access was via a
small foot bridge to cross the river.
The first part wooden planks and
then a small concrete path leading
up to the main door which was
situated at the end of the first
section of the main building.
To prevent accidents a small
set of railings had been made from
malleable iron piping which was
secured by flanges to the ground.
Little of the building was accessible
other than via the main door. The
rear door was only usable from the
inside and was used to dispose of
waste water from cleaning or
washing up.
The building was of sectional
construction with panels bolted
together. The roof was also
constructed of panels which were
made water proof by means of
roofing felt and batons. The panels
were held in place by roof trusses
which spanned the building at
intervals of around 10 feet.
Windows were placed along
the length of the building and
measured about 4x3 ft with a
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means of opening the top third which would
tilt forward into the building.
The section between the near end of
the building and main entrance door was
divided into two parts and used as ladies’
and gents’ cloakrooms and toilets. This
may sound a rather grand name for
something that was very primitive. The
cloakrooms were no more the coat hooks
screwed down the length of the walls and
the toilets consisted of a small area which
contained galvanised oval shaped bucket
which had a plain wooden seat on it. The
closet had no window or electric light and
consequently one was left in the dark
should you dare to use them. As there was
no ventilation the smell was permanently
dreadful. Between the area of the
cloakrooms trestles and chairs were stored.
The large tables tops were stored against
the wall in the main hall.
Behind the main entrance door was the
mains electricity supply control switches
which had to be turned off when the
building was not in use. This created a
problem during the winter time as one had
to feel one’s way to lock up the building as
turning off the supply extinguished the only
outside light.
The source of lighting was poor with
only a small number of pendant lights at
intervals along the length of the building.
Heating was provided (such as it was)
by three “Tortoise Stoves” which were on
the west side of the building. These were
made of cast iron and stood about three
foot high. They were circular and about
eighteen inches across. There was a
circular plate at the top which could be lifted
off when necessary and also a small letter
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box type door around the top rim of
the stove. Ash was removed via a
small flap at the bottom. This was
not very large and made emptying
the stove quite difficult. Some kind
of refractory bricks were inside the
stove to retain the heat. The stoves
were very hot if one stood close to
them but did little to heat the whole
hall. A circular metal flue pipe which
was at the top rear of the stove took
the products of combustion out
through the side wall of the building
and into the atmosphere.
The water supply was via one
tap which supplied cold water only.
There was no sink and washing up
had to be tackled using either a
vitreous enamel or polythene bowl.
Not water was obtained via an
electric kettle or tea urn.
I can only recall the inside of
the hut being decorated once. This
was carried out by Mr Wyncoll and a
team of helpers to make the place
presentable for holding Sunday
services. The bottom half was
painted a fairly dark shade of green
and the upper was a cream colour.
There was a platform at the far
end of the building before one
entered the kitchen area. This
housed the “not so grand” Grand
Piano and also an organ which Mr
Wyncoll provided. In the centre
stood a table which was covered by
a silk type material table cloth.
Furniture consisted of a mixture
of chairs which were poor quality
and quite dangerous. However there
were a number of folding chairs
which were of better quality but not
very comfortable. There were a
number of felt covered card tables
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used for whist drives. For jumble sales etc.
trestle tables were used.
The building itself stood on wooden
joists supported by a series of small dolly
walls at strategic points which meant that
there was a small space between the
ground and the underside of the building.
The final section of the building was
partitioned off and would have been in size
equal to the cloakrooms. A bench with
cupboards underneath were positioned
along the east side. The top of the bench
was reasonably clean and presentable and
used for making tea. The cupboards housed
crockery and cleaning materials, but no
cutlery. You had to bring your own! Again,
Mr Wyncoll, who was an expert carpenter
and joiner, made a cupboard to house
Bibles, Hymn books and equipment for the
Sunday School.
These memories are from 1950 to
1963. The secretary at this time was Mr Don
Moore who lived at number 3, The Hill,
Keightley Way (husband to Peggy). It was
through him that bookings were made and
fees for hiring were paid. He held the keys
and would liaise with Mrs Claude Sawyer
who was caretaker on things that required
attention including ordering coal and coke
for the heating stoves during the winter
months.
Though it was called the British Legion
Hut I cannot remember the British Legion
using it other than on Remembrance
Sunday when the men from the village
would assemble and parade from the
Fountain Inn up to the church for the
morning service.
The principal user of the hut during this
time was Mr Harold Wyncoll who hired the
building every Sunday to hold an afternoon
Sunday School and also an evening
service. I believe he was charged 5/6d (five
shillings and sixpence or 27½p) each

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

December 2006

Page 9

Sunday.
Other events that were held in the
hut included jumble sales, socials,
Women's’ Institute, and Mothers’
Union meetings, youth club, darts
tournaments, dinners, wedding
receptions, parties, dances and film
shows.
I assume that there must have
been some arrangements to allow
alcohol to be consumed on the
premises as there was frequently a
strong smell of beer which lingered on
quite a while after various events.
The largest event that I remember
being held in the hut was the
Coronation festivities in 1953 for
Queen Elizabeth. What became of the
hut I have no idea. I remember
hearing that it was being taken down
however.
Given that the new Village Hall
was opened in 1966 I guess that there
would have been little use for it and
maybe this was the reason for its use
coming to an end.
Michael Girling

Dear Editor,
We would like to send a quick hello across
the miles to all our friends and neighbours in
Tuddenham. We are currently sitting outside
and enjoying the warm sunshine of Clarens
as we contemplate our 15 hour journey to
Cape Town tomorrow. We have had a
wonderful restful time with my parents in
Clarens. The boys seem to have grown
overnight! It must be all the sun and fresh
mountain air. James often asks after his
Tuddenham friends. Lots of hugs to Luke
and Laura, Alfie, Lucy and Annabel, and
Julia.
We are now focusing on the month ahead
when we move into our home. There is a lot
of decorating and gardening to be done. But
it will be fun to do this together. We then
look forward to spending a hot Christmas
with all the family in Cape Town. Mike has
promised to cook the Turkey on the BBQ!
Best wishes to all during this festive season.
Kim, Mike, James and Sean Vonk

Tony and Elaine French send Christmas
Greetings to the people at Tuddenham and
wish you all a very happy and fulfilling 2007.
Tony says, ‘We have very fond memories of
people and events over many years and this
See drawing on page 11
has played a big part in our lives.
Tuddenham will always have a special place
Village Recorder: My thanks are great to
in our hearts.
Michael for these priceless memories.
Thank you again for our ‘farewell
Do you have anything to add on the tale
afternoon’ at the village hall – sixteen months
of the British Legion Hut? Why was it so
named and when was it built and by whom?
ago now. It was difficult to take it all in at the
Has anyone got a photo of its exterior? Why
time, and we have often thought that our
was the river rerouted after the hut was
thanks to you were rather inadequate.
demolished?
Beccles is a lovely place to live and we
Writing a piece like this, to put in The
feel very grateful for all that we have.
Tattler, records a memory for posterity.
If
Through the local Church of England, St
you have a tale to tell on anything about the
Luke’s, we have become involved in many
past in Tuddenham please contact me on
things in the community and, along with a
785588 and I will be glad to receive your
£300,000 building project being completed in
article or interview you and write one from
February, it is really exciting.’
your responses. If you have anything to add
to Michael’s article please contact me.

Again, our love to you all.
Tony and Elaine
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Hi! Isn’t it lovely to have the Autumn shades on the trees at last, even if no
one has told them it is supposed to be Winter. We know it is Winter ‘cos we have
started Panto rehearsals, and the wicked Editor Witch is chasing for our news –
again!
We have one piece of very sad news to report – the loss of a good friend
and priest, Michael Morton. Michael set out on his great voyage on Friday 17th
November. He will be sadly missed by all who knew him and by all the church
family in the benefice.
We ask you to keep him, and his family, in your thoughts and prayers at this
time.
Past events. The Harvest lunch in the Village Hall on 15th October was well
attended by villagers and friends, and was thoroughly enjoyed by all. On Gift
Day, on 4th November you donated a magnificent £1916.50 with £145.50 for the
Bring and Buy Stall, which will be a great help in the well being and running of
your Church. Thanks to you all for your continued generosity to our pleas!
Coming events! Services for the festive season are as follows:th
Carol Service.
17 December 1830 hours –
Christmas Eve 0930 hours –
Benefice Communion Service.
1500 hours –
Christmas Celebration – for all
young + young at heart!
Christmas Day 0930 hours –
Christmas Family Communion
Hogmanay 0800 hours Holy Communion at Westerfield
1100 hours –
Joint Service at Witnesham Baptist
Church.
Services continue at 0930 hours each Sunday morning, with a 0800 hours
service of Holy Communion on the 4th Sunday of each month and Time for God
at 1900 hours on the second Sunday.
The Rev. Sam continues his village visits, and should you wish him to call
contact the Rectory direct, or Monica or Jim (785272/785296). Floodlighting
sponsorship is still available at the bargain rate of £5.00 per weekend – this can
be arranged by contacting the Writer on 785296, or by calling in at ‘Camforth’,
Westerfield Lane.
Assuming this will be the last Tattler of 2006, opportunity is
taken to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a Guid Ne’er,
with health and wealth in 2007.

The Writer!

Thank you for your continued support of Your church,
where you will always find a warm welcome.
God Bless You and Yours.
JimP-26.11.2006
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Very rough drawing of British Legion Hut, originally drawn by Michael while
his hand was in plaster after breaking a bone trimming the trees in the back
garden of Tuddenham Chapel recently. Again, thank you Michael!

Fynn Lane

River Fynn

Main entrance
Rear door, seldom used.
Concrete and
wooden bridge
over river to north
bank.

Photos from Kim Vonk on this and back page
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Birthday
greetings
to Emma
Burn - soon
to be
featured in
Pus in
Boots...
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We are looking for a babysitter
and a home help. We are currently
“babysitter - less” after our current
sitter for the last six years has gone
off on her travels. Is there anyone in
the village who would like to take on
caring for our two boys, aged 5 and
6, who are now both at school? We
would prefer someone with their own
transport. A home help would also be a great
help. Please contact us through the editor if you
can help out.
Anna Clement

VILLAGE HALL
Village Hall bookings are through Arthur
Jackson at Ivy House,
Tuddenham or on 785984.
Merry Christmas
to all our readers!
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Seeing these photos from Mike and Kim
Vonk makes me sad. They have such
terrible weather and surroundings in
comparison to tornado ridden, storm
striven England!!! Thanks for sharing
them with us.

