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There are still a
few places left for the
Tattler quiz on 24th
March. This is your
chance to spring into
Tuddenham action
so please ring editor
on 785588 for
tickets.
The 2007
pantomime was a
grrrreat success and
Arthur Jackson took
well deserved
applaud from the
cast and crew on the
last night for his work
as director.

Was Burns’ Night celebrated after all? See inside...

The Safari Supper in on 23rd
June this year so please pencil it in your
diaries. There is also a St. George’s Day
event on 21st April - see inside.
This is a bumper issue with lots
to report, some fantastic photos, and
events a plenty for you to take part.
Please contact the editor on 785588 if you
want to put anything in the Tattler. And do
please support us with our quiz this year
raising money for the Tattler as well as
the Village Hall “chair and table” fund.
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ST. GEORGE’S DAY LUNCH
Saturday 21st April
Tuddenham Village Hall
12.30 p.m.
St. Martin’s Church,
Tuddenham are holding a lunch in
the Village Hall to celebrate St.
George’s Day. The menu will be
suitably English, with a speaker after
the meal to tell us about St. George.
Tickets at £5 ( £2.50 for children)
are available from Jo Tickle 785314,
Jackie Lugo 252315 and Monica Pipe
785272.
Look forward to seeing you there.
Hi everyone!
We wanted to write and let everyone in the village
know about what is currently happening at Tuddenham
House. As I am sure you have noticed, what remains of
the building has been covered in scaffolding. This is
supporting a tin roof and the sides have been covered in
plastic sheeting. It is all designed to protect the property
from the elements whilst we organise the rebuilding work.

There have been some
strong winds over the last
few weeks with several
trees down in the area.
Tuddenham Road was
blocked for a short time.
This tree came down in the
Fynn Valley shown while
the meadow was flooded.

30th October 2006

We will shortly be applying for planning permission to rebuild the house with a peg
tiled roof as opposed to the original thatch and we intend to make a few changes to the
house at the same time. Once planning permission has been granted we will commence
the re-build (hopefully around May). This is likely to take between 10 to 12 months so all
being well we would hope to be returning to Tuddenham during Spring 2008.
Soon after the fire we moved into a loft apartment
in Ipswich which is rather different to Tuddenham (!!)
but has done us well enough for the winter. We are
currently looking at our options for the summer and
beyond and will update you later in the year as to
where we have moved to.
We are missing Tuddenham dreadfully and can't
wait to come home!
Julia, Jeremy, Tom and Monty Scowsill
The Tattler photographer has been asked to record
changes on the site. Have you taken photos?

26th December 2006
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A group of Rabbie Burns’ roadies
met up at Gill and Neil Cruickshank’s
house for Haggis, Scotch and tall
tales after all. Did you know? Are they
going underground?
Your Foreign Correspondent was
there to see the wild goings on - like
the B.B.C. we have representatives
on the spot where the news happens!
So if you heard loud music in the
wee small hours of the nicht, or saw
revellers “rollin’ doon the hill” never ye
fret. We have them recorded…
And thank you to all who helped make the night a bonnie one!

IT Girl’s Utterances…
itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com
1. http://www.iflowers.com/
Don't pay more than you have to, why not send your mother virtual
flowers? Fun, free, colourful and they ALWAYS look their best.
2. http://www.rednoseday.com/
The official Red Nose Day site, packed full of ideas and fun.
3. http://music.download.com/
Like to try before you buy? This is the site for you. The site offers
free (legal!) downloads of Trial Version Software, Music and PC Games.
Oh and happy Mothers’ Day to my mum - virtual flowers on the way!
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Even on a wet day Fynn
Lane is a good meeting place for
present (Valerie) and erstwhile
(Ian) Tuddenham residents!

Please ring editor
on 785588 for
Quiz tickets.
Are you interested in using the Mobile
Library in Tuddenham? They attend the
Fountain car park on alternate Monday
afternoons at 4.15 and stay about 15
minutes. You can borrow from stock or order
what you want in advance for free. The staff
are always friendly and helpful and children
are most welcome. They stock large and
small print, fiction and non fiction, and you
can order audio books. Sounds like a bargain
to me!
If this still does not answer your needs
how about books on wheels? One of the
rounds from Woodbridge Library is based in
Tuddenham so all you need to do is contact
the editor on 785588 and you will get books
delivered to your door once a fortnight for
free. Again you can order in advance...

The fish Ted Frost has caught
here is the one that got away.
But can you tell us where from?
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Why doesn’t
the council
do something
about it?

Our photographer did
not catch the lorry which did
the damage but here are the
men from the council
repairing the bridge.
Sorry
not to have
had time to
interview
new
residents in
Westerfield Lane. I will try
to include this in next
issue along with photos of
before and after...

Do you ever say
this?
If so, have you ever thought of
standing for election to your local parish
council? (Or you could attend a meeting to
hear how decisions are made??? All
residents are most welcome to attend the
next meeting on 1st May at the Village
Hall, starting at 7.00 pm.)
It’s a great opportunity to get involved
in making real decisions affecting your
local community.
Elections
are
being
held
for
Tuddenham Parish Council in May 2007.
A booklet – “How To
Become a Parish or Town
Councillor” is available from
your local District or Borough
Council, or from your Parish
This Tuddenham in snow
photo was kindly sent to the
editor by Bill Pipe in February.
Did you take any photos? We
are always glad to hear from
you with records of
Tuddenham past or present.
Please Email us on
editor@tuddenhamtattler.com
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Your village newsletter reporter was busy
the week of the pantomime so did not manage
to attend a whole performance(!) However ...
There are reports of the vicar going blue,
green and warty,
And a bloke in yellow skirt and wig going
sporty.
Musketeers three who were somewhat
naughty
And a romantic pair who are both simply
beauty.

Some faces were royal and others like a
clown,
Some were quite jaunty while others
made one frown.
Some were just stunning with a feline
little nose
Whilst the French fruity fairy was topped
with a rose.

The costumes were real bright and the tunes had
some beats
But eclipsing all else were the children’s circus
feats. (see next page)
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A French miller’s son flew from a
gun
And a space man danced with
some aliens for fun.
A donkey frolicked and a pinkhaired chap swooned
And the ogre suffered from a
feline-inflicted wound.

Thanks to Bill Pipe for
some of these photos.
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Just look at all this
young talent from
Tuddenham!
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Some
time ago I was
asked whether I could recall the “smells
of Tuddenham” from my childhood.
What a strange request I thought, but
trying to recall the smells made me
realise how things have changed or
disappeared altogether from the village
that we know today. Whilst some of the
smells may not be too palatable I feel
that these should also be included to
give a true picture.
Hammonds shop, which now forms
the Chapel Manse, seems a good
starting point. The shop itself had a
fragrance of liquorice, barley sugars and
coconut squares from the sweet
department, with Persil washing powder
and Biobat disinfectant from the
household department shelf. If the door
to the adjoining living accommodation
was opened during the winter’s months
one could smell the solid fuel open fire
burning. From the open area at the rear
came the smell of a mixture of “Tolly”
Ales and vinegar as these were sold on
a “bring your own bottle” basis and filled
from barrels. Hence any spillage
lingered permanently.
Until the new shop, “Terry’s of
Tuddenham” opened around 1955/6 ice
cream was only available via a travelling
salesman. Roote’s ice cream man
would visit on a triangle shaped
motorcycle, the front section being a
freezer box containing the ice cream.
This produced a smell of petrol from the
hot engine of the motor bike mingled
with ice cream. However as time passed
the motorcycle was replaced by a van
and that lovely smell disappeared. The
smell was only available on Wednesday

afternoons.
A less pleasant smell used to
arrive on Tuesday mornings around
nine when Mr. Lockwood would
appear opposite Church Hill with his
horse and open backed trailer with
wet fish for sale. Village folk would
queue up with large dinner plates in
one hand and their leather purse in
the other to make their purchase. Mr.
Lockwood was a very tall man and
always dressed in brown clothes,
trilby hat, smock coat, shirt, trousers
and boots.
More to us children's taste
however were Friday evenings when
the fish and chip van came. I have no
idea what powered the fryer but the
taste of the chips was out of this
world. The capacity of the fryer was
not large and consequently a large
queue continually formed around the
van which made the smell of other’s
fish and chips cause one’s mouth to
water and stomach become even
more empty whilst waiting in line.
The other edible fishy smell used
to appear on Monday afternoons at
the appropriate time of year when a
man on a trade bicycle would call at
various points in the village ringing a
bell and selling Harwich shrimps.
These would be sold by the pint from
a measuring container he carried with
him. What his name was I have no
idea as he was referred to simply as
“The Shrimp Man!”
However, by far the worst fishy
smell in the village came from the
mink farm which was situated on land
to the rear of the property known now
as The Old Granary and formerly as
Pear Tree Cottage. This smell was in
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the village all
the
time particularly if the wind
was blowing in the wrong direction.
(Probably Easterly.) Presumably Mr.
and Mrs. Dring considered the smell
worth while when compared to the
profits made from the sale of the mink.
When I joined the school in Jan,
1951, it was the practice for school
dinners to be available. These were
prepared off site and brought to the
school in metal containers. Mrs.
Hammond would change at twelve
o’clock from school teacher to dinner
lady and serve the meals. I cannot
describe the meal smells accurately
because it was difficult to distinguish
what was on the menu as the lid came
off the containers. However if one tries
to imagine the following… the cleaning
material used to wash the containers
mixed with brussel sprouts, swede,
stew and mashed potatoes coupled
with jam roly poly, treacle tart, and
custard one has an idea of the over all
smell which lingered in what is now
Sandy and Peter Burn’s lounge well
into the afternoon. I can remember
being very relieved when the meals
were discontinued soon after my
arrival at school.
Continuing with the smells of
school, as we had no water supply to
the school the only water available
was via a pump in the school house
garden, and hence all washing up had
to be tackled using cold water.
Mr Johnson from Culpho supplied
⅓ pint bottles of milk under contract for
the children’s mid morning break, after
which two of the older children would
attempt to wash the empty bottles with

cold water.
The greasy milk leftovers seemed
to adhere to one’s hands leaving a
permanent smell for the rest of the day.
If one dared wash one’s hands, the
soap supplied by the school authorities
had a strong disinfectant smell which
mingled with the greasy milk to make
matters worse. There was never any
difficulty in knowing who had been milk
monitor each day. Another distinctive
smell was that of Jayes fluid which
came from the boys’ and girls’ toilets.
These were regularly treated and
would in many ways rival today’s public
toilets. (Yet another task undertaken by
Mr. and Mrs. Hammond and Mrs.
Jacklin, the caretaker.)
There were, however, some more
pleasant smells to recall. On one
occasion A.E. Blosby (decorators)
completely redecorated the school
during the summer vacation and the
smell of new paint when we returned in
September was amazing. During the
other summer holidays Mrs. Jacklin,
the school caretaker, would scrub
everything that was scrubbable and
polish the remainder which made
everything smell fresh when the school
was reopened in September.
Other distinctive smells I recall
include opening the sports equipment
cupboard and smelling new skipping
ropes and rubber from the balls and
quoits. The stock cupboard was usually
locked but we were allowed in to fetch
new writing materials or paper etc. To
teach us something of gardening or
nature Mrs. Hammond (or Teacher, as
she was known to us) would plant
some hyacinth bulbs in pots and put
them in the cupboard as it had no light
whatsoever. The bulbs were brought
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out at
various intervals as
they grew. This added to the smell in the
cupboard - first soil then flowers.
And lastly, is the smell of the buckets
of coke standing by the central heating
boiler ready for use, and the burning coke
as the boiler door was opened for
refuelling. On leaving the school at the
end of the day (3.15) during the winter
months a smell seemed to greet you on
walking down Church Hill and this came
from Mr. and Mrs. Gooderham’s house on
the opposite side of the road. This was
the smell of onions being prepared for the
evening meal. As the cottages had quite
small kitchens the door to the outside was
left open to disperse the steam from the
cooking.
Moving on to transport smells, there
were few vehicles in the village as a
whole and almost none in the main street.
Vehicle smells were quite distinctive.
Between 12 noon and 12.45 Mr. Ben
Whinney’s tractor would be found parked
up beside the Chapel wall. The smell of
this Fordson Major coupled with petrol
leaking from the carburettor making
rainbow colours on the road left its mark
well into the afternoon.
Now if one had the smell of petrol,
and exhaust fumes from vehicles with two
stroke engines, that indicated one of the
following had passed by…
Keightley Way: Mr. Peter Cattermole
on his 98cc James or Mr. Frank Philpot
on his 125cc BSA Bantam.
Hill leading to Ipswich: Mr. Hammond
on his motorcycle.
Down by the river: Mr. Leonard
Girling’s BSA Bantam or Mrs. Maud
Girling on her auto cycle.
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Another vehicle
which would appear in Keightley
Way twice a year was from the
District Rural Council of Deben.
This was used to empty the septic
tank. Needless to say the smell
that this vehicle’s arrival created
was very notable and lingered long
after the work was completed.
Wednesday afternoons would
also see the local council refuse
collection vehicle in the village. As
much of the refuse collected was
ash from open fires the smell of
cinders trailed behind.
Friday afternoon or Saturday
morning would see the arrival of
the White Star Oil man. He would
call at many of the houses in the
village as they were still lit by oil as
well as using oil for cooking and
heating. (Not central heating
however.) Hence the smell of
paraffin followed him everywhere
and should someone have missed
him he was very easy to locate
using his vapour trail! I believe the
Coop also provided this service but
can remember little about it.
On Saturday mornings Mr.
Crappnell would open up the
blacksmith’s shop and shoe
horses. The smell of the heat from
the forge would engulf the building.
This would change as the animal
was brought in and again to a
burning smell as the hot metal of
the shoe was placed against the
hoof of the horse.
Moving on to the church a number
of distinct smells spring to mind.
First of all was the cleaning polish,
trapped in the building and greeting
you as the inner doors were
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Robert comes to Tuddenham to
tidy up the meadows where the
horses are. We stopped him and his
Mum at work last week to photograph
the floods and caught a rainbow too perhaps a calendar photo for next
year? We send our best wishes to his
brother who has just joined the Navy

and to poor broken hearted Mum!
The River Fynn has been much
higher but this is the highest so far
this year. I gather not so many years
ago it was a challenge to get into The
Fountain without wet feet at times!
Now who can remember that?

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

This
has been a great
Tattler for photos, some
taken by our own reporter and
some by you, our readers. We
are always excited to hear from
you with photos, drawings,
photographs or memorabilia of
Tuddenham. You make us
topical and local. So please
keep them coming and thank
you to all who contribute, and
that includes our deliverers.

VILLAGE HALL
COMMITTEE
MEETING
The committee met to
discuss finances for the hall as
well as ongoing improvements.
They are hoping to purchase
new chairs and tables this year
as well as make improvements
to the ladies’ toilets where damp
is causing problems. The pond is
to be cleared and a fence
erected to keep it safe from
wandering children. The
electricity bill has been high
recently and users are urged to
take care to turn heaters and
lights off when not required.
Tony Alcock is thanks for
mending leak in shed. Major
users are asked to clear rubbish
after using the hall. The next
meeting is on 15th May. All
residents are welcome.
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Some photos from the Vonk family at
play in South Africa. Rose Cottage seems
pretty tame in comparison, eh? They keep
in touch regularly and all is well.

opened. This
differed from the dusty smell
trapped between to main and inner
doors in the porch.
As Harvest celebrations
commenced with a service on
Thursday evening the smell of fruit,
vegetables and flowers would be very
strong. Two outside smells were that
of the soil and turf of a newly dug
grave. As children we would go up
and watch the grave digger at work if
we were able.
As it was custom for people to
attend the graves of loved ones, to
visit the churchyard and smell newly
cut grass was very common.
The village pub provided a
mixture of smells with the polish on
the tables and chairs, the beer, and
that of cigarettes which could be
detected from outside when the main
door was open particularly on summer
evenings should one be waiting for the
7.50 pm bus into Ipswich.
In those days the Post Office was

a lean to building
joined to the end of
The Fountain pub with the only
access from the outside. As there was
no heating in the Post Office, which
was only unlocked should a customer
call to purchase something by ringing
the public house bell, waiting for Mr. or
Mrs. Parker to appear. Everything sold
had a damp smell about it which quickly
transferred itself onto customers’
clothes if one leaned against the
building. Stamps did not need licking as
they were already moist and sticky!
Across the road from The Fountain
another smell can be revealed. This
was from the River Fynn. During the
summer children would go fishing for
small sticklebacks and gudgeon. As
one waded through the water the river
bed would be disturbed causing a smell
of stagnant water to fill the air. This
continued until the water settled
allowing fishing to recommence.

Editor: Thank you to Michael Girling for
these priceless Tuddenham memories.
I will include more next issue.
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Peter Bellfield (our
County Councillor) sent
apologies as poorly. Vicky
Gilmore, Community Police was
also unable to attend.
There have been 11 crimes in
Tuddenham since last meeting with
car break ins, burglaries and
criminal damage. We are again

Recycling Dates
in Tuddenham
The next few “recycling
days” for green box and brown
bin, are 21st March, 3rd and 18th
April. There is a paper bank in
the Fountain car park. Clothes,
glass, books and shoe bins are
available in
Sainsbury's car park,
Hadleigh Road.

Sheila Crooks and Joan Stark
have been below par despite regular
exercise classes - look forward to
seeing you bouncing again soon!
Elizabeth Gunn managed to attend
the panto after her recent operation on stage next year?? Raffaele
Giaffreda is improving after being
attacked by a tooth doctor!! Peggy
Parker has been poorly but is now on
the mend. Our best wishes to all
residents feeling under the weather.

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
reminded to lock things away, out of
sight. You are advised to ring 999 for
an emergency, 613500 for an
immediate response and 383486 to
contact Vicky. 088 7839112 is a
community intelligence hotline where
anonymous messages can be left.
We are soon to be part of a “Safer
Neighbourhood Team” with 19
parishes under a sergeant and 5
officers. There will be more speed guns
and a website.
Please contact Clerk on 785584 if
you want to stand for election to Parish
Council this year.
The Council discussed how they
can help the Village Hall Committee
collect for new chairs and tables.
Planning application for Church Farm
Cottage was discussed. Also the Land
fill site on Clopton Road where
dumping has occurred. Highways are
to be contacted about a
hole in Fynn Lane and
graffiti on village name
board on Grundisburgh
Road.
The next meeting is on 1st May at
7 pm in Village Hall and all residents
are most welcome.

Have you seen the posters in Fynn
Lane looking for a lost cat? Last seen
on 27th January he might
have returned to their
previous home in Ipswich.
Please contact Julie on
785474 or 07788553635 if
you have seen “Sparkle.”

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
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Hello, again! Panto time has been and gone! Those of you who attended
would, of course, realise and recognise the ‘guid Scottish culture’ referred to in the
last edition of this august publication! Even the Royal Shakespeare productions of
the Scottish Play never had such a coven of witches as was seen cavorting around
the cooking pot on the Tadpole stage! Were they not a real treat? (Understand Jim
Kerridge hopes to boost Poppy sales this year by having them do the door-to-door
collections!!). Full marks to the children also for their high standards of song and
dance. Risking the sack – did you see Miss Marples playing Fifi the maid? A witch
by any other name!!
This is rapidly becoming a Panto report – so no more!
Services continue at 0930 hours each Sunday morning, with Holy
Communion at 0800 hours on every fourth Sunday. The Time for God
service will be reinstated at 1900 hours on the second Sunday of March. A
Lent Course is being held at 1300 hours in Westerfield Church Room on Tuesdays
from 27th February – on the subject of slavery in modern times, with Barbara
Grafton in the chair. Mothering Sunday will be celebrated at our 0930 service
(Family Communion) on 18th March, so drag Mum along for a posy! Easter details
will be advised in the next edition.
We have now received the Diocesan Architect’s report of requirements to meet
the needs of his Quinquennial Survey. The report will be discussed at the PCC
meeting on 1st March and decisions made as to how best meet the requirements
with the minimum amount of costly work. There will be the usual Fund Raising
events to be arranged this year to meet our ever rising costs. There will be cash
required for any repairs needed, and our Parochial Share to the Diocese coffers is
£10,000 this year – seems a lot, but even Vicars need salaries and pensions like
everyone else! This year the Electoral Roll Officer is required to completely revise
the Electoral Roll – an event which is required every six years. Those already on
the Roll will have to re-register (if they so wish) and the Roll will be open for those
who may wish to have a say in the running of their church by enrolling! The
appropriate forms will be available from the Writer, or in the church.
The Rev. Sam continues his village visits, (easily recognised by the green hair,
blue skin and warts on nose and may be carrying a guitar!). Should you wish him to
call contact the Rectory direct, or Monica or Jim (785272/785296). Floodlighting
sponsorship is still available at the bargain rate of £5.00 per
weekend – this can be arranged by contacting the Writer on
785296, or by calling in at ‘Camforth’, Westerfield Lane.
We take this opportunity to welcome all new residents to
the Village, and hope you will all love it too! Thank you for your
continued support of Your church, where we look forward to
seeing you.
God Bless You and Yours. JimP-26.02.2007
The Writer!
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There have been some
strange weather shifts this last
few months. Snow, sun and
heavy rain have given us a
huge variety of photos in this
Tattler. Did you get any?

VILLAGE HALL
Village Hall bookings are through
Arthur Jackson at Ivy
House, Tuddenham or on
785984.

We are way behind on adding Tattlers
to the village web site but when they
do appear they are in colour… Go to
tuddenhamstmartin.com
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The Toddlers’ Group are into all
things creepy crawly so they should
make excellent TADPOLEs soon… If
you want to join in the fun please come
along to the Village Hall on a
Wednesday morning at 9.30. Lots to do
and lots of potential friends to make.

