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Obituary for Walter Weekes
At the end of 2008 Walter Weekes (Wally) passed
away in the Anglesea Heights Nursing Home, and for
many older Tuddenham residents, 7 Main Road,
Tuddenham, will always be the Weekes’ family home.
To identify this, for those who haven’t been around
long, as you come towards Tuddenham from Ipswich,
there are three cottages on the right hand side, the last
of which has a pig cut into the roadside hedge. The
Weekes’ lived in the first of the three you come to. The
house was called ‘Cookies’ after Cook who retired from
there. Walter left in 1942 and his parents stayed until
they died.
Walter’s dad was a market gardener and
cultivated not only at their cottage but also in the field opposite. He transported
his produce on a horse and cart around the countryside and down into the
outskirts of Ipswich.
Walter was one of five children, Cyril (known as Jim), Herbert, Avice, Olive
and himself, and went to schools in Tuddenham and Grundisburgh. The
Education Authority provided him with a bicycle to attend the latter, as they did for
all children travelling to Witnesham and Grundisburgh. Can you imagine an
exodus of children from Tuddenham on bicycles every morning!!
Wally referred to buying gobstoppers – 2 for a half-penny – at Hammonds
(now the chapel manse) on his way to school. His mate was Jimmy Steel, whose
dad ran the Tuddenham Football Team on the meadow.
Much could be written about those times. Almost a bygone age! Mr & Mrs
Weekes, Senior, were chapel people, and someone quite rightly described Walter
as ‘coming from good stock’. Walter, in his late teens, became a Christian and
married Ivy in1942 in Playford Church, the village she came from.
Walter trained as a lathe turner, working for Reavells from 1935 – 1948 and
then for BX Plastics for another 35 years.
He was a sought-after preacher and in the fifties and sixties, was very popular
for leading Sunday School Anniversary Services. He would cycle with his family to
places like Grundisburgh, as they did in those days. He was different. The
children loved him. All of this activity sprang from his faith, in which he was
immoveable.
Ivy and Walter had three children, Alan, Margaret and Janet, resulting in 10
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. Sadly Ivy died on the 5th July 1992,
after fifty years of married life.
Walter played football until the early 1950’s for Botwoods, in the Ipswich and
District League. He was an avid cricket supporter, an Essex member with Ivy from
1983 to 1992. He enjoyed music – particularly Welsh male voice choirs.
On retiring from full-time employment he became a regular member and
supporter of the chapel in Tuddenham, taking on the role of secretary/treasurer at
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place to which he was first taken on
Christmas Eve 1920, in a wicker
pram. Walter moved into Tooley’s
Court – Ipswich town centre –
when access to his Hervey Street
home became too difficult. This
was followed by five years at the
Lindley House Residential Home in
Felixstowe and then 14 months at
Anglesea Heights Nursing Home
until his death on 30th December
2008.

Parish Council Meeting
The next meeting is in the
Village Hall on Tuesday, 3rd March at
7.30 and will include reports from the
Suffolk County and Suffolk Coastal
District Councillors, the Community
Police Officer and a representative of
the Suffolk Youth Offending Team. The
Clerk’s report will cover risk
assessment and finances. Planning
and Highway matters will be discussed
and the next meeting dated. All
residents are most welcome.
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LOST KEY
This key was found in
the car park outside
the Village Hall after a
rehearsal. Please
contact Arthur
Jackson
if you
own it
on
785984.

Neighbourhood Watch
Burnt out cars, vandalised notice
board and other crimes in Tuddenham.
Please take care of your possessions
and put valuables away. If you see
anything suspicious tell the
police and if you go away tell
your neighbours so they can
keep an eye on your
property.

Keep Tuddenham Safe!

IT Girl’s Utterances…
itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com

1. http://woodbridgesuffolk.info/events/2009/03.html Events,
talks and walks upcoming in Woodbridge during March. This site
also contains local information such as maps or restaurants.
2. http://www.deviantart.com/ A popular site where young and
old budding artists share their work.
3. http://pack.google.com/intl/en-gb/pack_installer.html Get the latest web
software and security checks from Google, for free.
4. http://pancakes.org.uk/pancake_recipe.aspx Start off Lent with a pancake—
get tossing!
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Charles Darwin and the Anti-Slavery Movement
It was through Thomas Clarkson’s connection with the village that on 25th
March 2007 we celebrated the 200th anniversary of the “Abolition of the Slave
Trade Act” here in Playford. And we celebrated in style inviting not only the great
and the good from within the county but most memorably some fifty members of
the Clarkson family, many of whom were unaware of each other’s existence let
alone had ever met or previously corresponded. We also asked members of those
families whose long standing connection with the Clarksons dated back to Thomas
himself. There were the Wordsworths who remain very close friends to this day
and there was our own Owen Goldsmith whose great-great-grandfather, Arthur
Biddell of Hill House, was a particularly intimate acquaintance and close confidant.
The Wilberforces unfortunately were unable to come as, understandably, they
were on duty on such an historic day in their home town of Hull. And Yorkshire was
probably a closer option for Alan Wedgwood from Pooley Bridge, the very village
where in 1793 Clarkson had bought his farm in the Lake District. Alan is the greatgreat-great-grandson of Josiah Wedgwood, the 18th century potter and social
reformer, and despite his absence from the party, we were in frequent
communication mainly about his supply of facsimiles of his forebear’s famous
medallion but also about his family’s early connection with the abolition movement.
At least until earlier this year when the company sadly went into liquidation, he was
the one remaining family member on the Waterford Wedgwood board.
Josiah Wedgwood (1730–1795) was brought up in a family of nonconformists
and was not only a model employer at the very dawn of the Industrial Revolution
but took an ardent interest in the social and political concerns of his age. Towards
the end of his life he became active in the anti-slavery movement, joining the
“Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade” which Clarkson had set up
in 1787. His wealth enabled him to support the cause financially and in particular
helped provide for Clarkson’s investigatory work around the country. Josiah’s
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immediate offer to produce a medallion was accepted. It was to become the
movement’s most potent symbol and the first logo ever to be used as publicity in
a campaign.
Josiah’s eldest child, Susanna, married Robert Darwin a doctor from
Shrewsbury and Charles was their fifth child who became the famous English
naturalist Charles Darwin (1809-1882) whose bicentenary is being celebrated
this year. The Darwin- Wedgwood connection is strong for not only is Charles a
grandson of Josiah but he also married a first cousin, Emma Wedgwood, the
daughter of Josiah II. Darwin’s voyage on the Beagle, his ideas on natural
selection and the publication of The Origin of Species (1859) are well known
and will be much aired throughout the coming months but a new book entitled
Darwin’s Sacred Cause suggests what might have underpinned his publication
of The Descent of Man (1871). Darwin was outraged by all the slavery he
witnessed on his travels, particularly in South America, and he placed Clarkson
at “the apex of humanity.” It was a belief in racial brotherhood that was rooted in
the greatest moral movement of his age, the abolition of slavery. And notions of
‘common descent’, whereby all races are deemed to have a common ancestor,
had been widely accepted within abolitionist circles in his younger days. Indeed
his own grandfather Josiah’s evocative
cameo has the kneeling slave pleading: ‘Am I
not a Man and a Brother?’
Brian Seward
Recorder, Playford

Thanks to Brian for highlighting this local
connection for so many famous people from
that time. And to think that Sir George Biddell
Airy, who became Astronomer Royal and
whose influence placed the Greenwich Meridian, using his Ransomesconstructed telescope, also lived in Playford around that time.
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on 5th November, 2008. Since then
suspect and decayed joints have been
Over the last few months a
repointed with lime mortar, the poor
planned programme of essential
threshold step has been replaced with a
repairs and improvements has been single piece of York Stone (having
taking place at St. Martin’s Church. stabilised the ground underneath first) and
Part of the programme has been the improvements have been carried out to
cleaning and renovation of the
prevent further deterioration of the door
Norman doorway on the North
itself.
elevation of the nave. This doorway
On the same day the Norman doorway
is probably the oldest remaining
was cleaned, the West (Tower) door
part of the village and has been
surround was also cleaned. Because of the
suffering from years of grime, soot
delicate condition of some of the
deposits and the weather.
stonework, a steam cleaning process had
to be employed.
However, the condition of some of the
stone surround was such that a decision
had already
been taken to
replace some
of it and the
resulting
modern
stonemason’s
work can now
be seen.
The condition and
Editor: My
importance of the stonework is
thanks to
such that the method of cleaning
had to be chosen with care (simple Claude Brillo for this article. He also told
our reporter about the crack measuring
pressure washing could have
devices placed on the Church stone walls,
caused irreparable damage.) After
at £8 each. You may have let your eyes
consultation with the County
Archaeologist it was decided to use wander to them as Sam Cowley gives his
a system of cleaning known as the sermon(!) So you now know what they are
and can watch the cracks too!
‘Jos (pronounced yos) System.’
This system, originally
developed abroad, but used in this
country with great success, utilises
a swirling vortex, for gentle but
effective cleaning, comprising of a
mixture of low air pressure, a little
water and a safe, inert powder
material.
This process was carried out

Facelift for Norman
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Have you been involved with costumes for the
panto? If so you might have already come across the
incredible costume stores in the area. The Co Op
Juniors near the Hadleigh Road crossing, the
Landseer Road store and the Felixstowe Musical
Theatre store under “The Remnants Shop” in
Felixstowe. And of these the last is my favourite. The
climb down under the counter alone raises one’s
pulse but as you turn the corner, at the bottom of the
“secret steps,” you enter an Aladdin's Cave of jewels,
crowns, sequins and wigs. A whole box of animal
ears. A rack of Harem
costumes. And there in the
centre, Sonia Taylor, who
brings the magic to life.
The ladies who run these emporiums are
dedicated and hard working. They add sparkle literally
as well as in spirit. So thank you, all of you, and, of
course, thank you to all the ladies from The
Tuddenham Tadpoles who care for our store and
supply us with costumes every year. This year you
were led by Dymphna Jackson for the adults, and
Fiona Woods and Jo Tickle for the children, and the
sparkle and excitement of each costume was there for
us all to see.
Sonia asked me to mention their “Fiddler on the
Roof” production, 11-13th June, at The Spa. Can’t wait to see the costumes!

Have you heard of “The
Big Curry?”
This is a charity event to raise
funds for the Army Benevolent
Fund to help soldiers, veterans
and their families. You host a curry
meal or eat at an Indian restaurant
and ask diners to
make a donation
to the cause. Go
on
www.bigcurry.org
for details and
recipes..

Our best wishes to Cherrie, in
our thoughts as she struggles with
illness. You were on stage with us
last week Cherrie - I hope you felt
the love. Cherrie excelled as Queen
Rat in the 2001
production of
Dick Whittington.
Elizabeth
Gamble is also
poorly and we
wish you well.
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Tuddenham Pantomime

Dick Whittington was a triumph on
many levels this month. It was all
thanks to Arthur Jackson and his hard
work and time, and that of Dymphna,
that the project excelled. On the way it
collected several new T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s,
amongst them Paige Giles, Jane Marks
(mother in law to Paige) and Helen
Smith, all in the adult chorus. James
Frost and Jack Woods joined the junior
chorus and James Burn became the
Sultan of Akabar. The pantomime was
started to promote the village
community and no one could doubt its
success on Saturday night.
The three lead characters, Dick,
Alice and Kitty, were played by
youngsters and boy, did they put the
adults to shame. Word perfect and
resplendent in their costumes, Dick Jasmine Ottley - and Alice - Francesca
Ottley - graced the stage. Their duets
were treasures for the audience to
savour. Dick was “matchless!” Kitty
frolicked through the production both in
front of, and behind, the curtain. Poor
Cap’n Cutlass, the butt of many of her
tricks.
Idle (or is it Idol) Jack seemed to
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attract water and with it flowed the
laughs. His wall papering skills need
polishing but his adlibs remain on cue.
The steamy dame, Peggy Pudding,
also known as Richard Dowdeswell,
shook her/his booty at every
opportunity, and there were plenty of
them! “Gimme, Gimme” gave Idle
Jack and Dame Peggy a chance to
show off their “skills” to perfection!
Alderman Fitzwarren - Paul Jennings offered Dick a “woom and a job” but
suffered the knocks of life (and
ladders) bravely, not the least of which
were the
dramatic
moments
he shared
with with
Dame
Peggy.
Cap’n
Cutlass
(Adrian
Frost) was
a hard
master to
Bos’n
Plank
(Colin
Heap) and
his scurvy pup, Horatio Nelson, (Ben
Woods.) He took his water like a man
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but sobbed
to mummy
when he
lost his
sweetheart
- all
together
now;
ahhhhhh!
His panto
song
rendition of
the
Morecambe
and Wise
classic,
along with
Peggy, Jack and Fitzwarren was a
jewel in the panto crown.
Nancy (Pauline Procter) and Sally
(Rachel Forsdike) apologised at every
opportunity with real aplomb. Mandy
Lifeboats (Julie Irving) tap danced her
way round the stage and the children’s
rehearsals supporting Adrian Frost with
the choreography. Wendy Windblows
(Judi Ayre) was very “Good with her
hands” but the ship still went down!
And now for the real workers…
The backstage team were brilliant, led
by Tony Alcock (guilty of getting as
much water as possible down that
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tube to Jack’s face) and the ever
cheerful David Woods. Brian Lambe,
Garrie Parker and Guy Whiting were
tireless in their work; well until the
end, at any rate! Sharon Ottley and
Judith Lambe led the Aunties (Linda
Dowdeswell, Carol Frost, Claire
Graham, Teresa Jennings, Libby
Page and Sue Whiting) and what a
job they did. The children were turned
out beautifully and always on cue.
Sweet in the “London outfits”,
menacing in their rat costumes and
very smart as sailors. Hannah Whiting
was an eerie but beautiful mermaid
“bobbing along,” graced by those
fluorescent sea animals created and
conceived by Adrian Frost. Awesome!
The children were wonderful this
year. They kept Cap’n Cutlass on his
toes as they “hornpiped” round him at
an ever increasing rate and managed
to keep the ship afloat through every
performance regardless of last minute
changes. They were hard working at
the Sunday rehearsals and a
pleasure to watch. What a team!
The players will want to thank the
refreshment teams who hydrated
them at every interval - where did that
Bristol Cream come from,
Fitzwarren?! Costumes were ably
coordinated by Dymphna Jackson
and her team; Judi Ayre, Sandy Burn,
Linda Dowdeswell, Joanne Tickle,
Cathy Watson and Fiona Woods
bringing colour and sparkle to the
stage. Props were stunning. The
exploding haggis, the spraying
speaking tube, the lit up safe, the
snake charming, and the knife
throwing equipment. You all know
who made what and how; we just
marvel.
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Alan and
Catherine
Forsdike kept the
T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s
on their toes
trying to catch
them out with
false starts,
wrong music, no
music, too many
clicks… no but
seriously they
were just
fantastic. Their
contributions
over the last 23
years have been
priceless and
without them the pantomime
would be “dumb.” They add
sequins to every performance
and even supply the warm up
act. We salute you!
Well surely it is inevitable
that people will be left out in
this tribute. The adult chorus,
the lighting team, transport,
and many more. I must pay
tribute to Pat Tanner for her
work pulling that curtain rope
- no easy task! And for
prompting us through the
sticky bits, box office and
front of house. But, to come
back to the beginning, the
prime mention is for Arthur
Jackson and his leadership of
the whole team. An
inspiration to the
T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s and the
village. Your belly dancing
will never be forgotten!
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Down your lane, Up
your street
This is the title of a seminar
to be held in Halesworth on 26th
March, a Thursday. It sounds like
just the job to get ideas for the
village. How to get things going,
to arrange entertainments for the
fete, or to start a new event.
The day will include
inspirational speakers, practical
workshops, an arts market and
some performance interludes to whet your appetite. You get a promoters pack
and network with other attendees. Lunch is included and the whole packages
costs ten pounds. Contact Rachel Nightingale on 01394 444294 and represent
Tuddenham, please! Would it tempt you more to know that the “Insect Circus”
and “Theatres of Widdershins” are among those included in the programme?
If you do go please tell your Tattler what happened. We would love to send
one of our intrepid reporters but they are all attending a “holiday seminar!!!”
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Dear T.A.D.P.O.L.E. youngsters,
Thank you for your kind gift after
Thanks to everyone who has paid
my pushing you so hard on Sundays!
for their calendars. One or two are still
Surely I should be thanking you for all
outstanding - please pay £6 through my
your hard work and for adding that
door at 5, The Granaries.
something special to the
Or ring on 785588. The
performances. So thanks for pulling
Tattler is financially
together and making the whole
secure for another year.
process so pleasant. See you
next year!
Queen Rat

CALENDARS

Caroline and Hannah
Woolnough (Hannah was principal
boy in T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s) attended
Dick Whittington this year and
gave the Village Recorder a Mills
and Boon book loosely based on
Hannah’s first panto - Beauty and
the Beast - written by Caroline.
Thanks, both of you!
If any other residents have
anything that might be of interest
to the Recorder please get in
contact on 785588.
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a giggle and a conversation,
Sam for making us laugh,
Mike for prompting us when
The time had come for stripy socks, men in
to come on stage, and
drag, cheesy jokes and scary, naughty rats.
making sure we were ready.,
Rodents and “Tuddenhamers,” lend us your
Bob for singing the loudest,
ears and eyes ‘cause the Tuddenham panto has
which nearly drowned out
just begun.
our mistakes, and everyone
Jane and I were new to the Tuddenham
panto this year. At first we were very nervous and else who made us welcome.
An extra special thanks
unsure what to expect but we got welcomed by
to Dymphna who
many smiling faces and were able to mingle into
encourages me to come and
our little group of “the newbies.”
also took me under her wing
Being in the chorus was a lot of work;
to help in wardrobe, and, of
learning all the songs and dances. We found
ourselves singing the nearly 24/7. In the shower, course, Arthur who put a lot
of work into the panto and
on the way to work, walking the dog and in the
had a jolly good dance to
car.
Panto is a great way of meeting new people, admire at the end of the
panto.
and making new friends; it brings out the
community spirit in all of us.
Jane and I want to See you all next year!
Paige
say thank you to our lil’ gang, Helen and Cathy,
for helping for helping us out, and giving us

What a Song and Dance!
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THE JOYS OF PANTO
Its behind me - oh yes it is! The famed Tuddenham panto, Dick Whittington
and his Cat, has been and gone but what a personal experience it has been in so
many ways.
The cold winter months were helped along once I knew that I was to be
Wendy Windblows alongside Mandy Lifeboats. I had to learn a testing 13 lines
and three songs which took some drilling into my memory. I was quite in awe of
those who had the main parts to learn, especially as most of them have jobs or
are at school. The rehearsals were as much fun as the performances and I know
that newcomers to the village enjoyed the larking about as much as the old
stagers.
A completely new dimension was brought with costumes, scenery, lighting,
make up and music to say nothing of the Sunday afternoon goodies in the tea
break. Every performance was sold out bringing together what seemed like most
of the village as well as outsiders. There was fantastic audience participation,
especially on the Saturday night when all the double entendres were rowdily
appreciated.
Tuddenham is a very special village and I would like to say a big thank you
to all who make it so.
Kate Winslett (A.K.A. Judi Ayre)
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Recycling Dates in Tuddenham

The next “recycling days” for blue
topped and brown bins are
Wednesday 4th and 18th
March. Please put glass in
The Fountain Glass
collection bin.

Tuddenham Tattler Quiz
This will be on Saturday,
25th April and will be raising
money for the Village
Hall Roof Appeal. Tickets
will be £6 each so a table
of six will be £36. Join in
for a great night out!

Dear Editor,
I am researching my family tree, and I have discovered that in the 1851 Census,
my great grandfather, Charles C (possibly Cockerell) Durrant, aged 6 months,
was living at 15 Tuddenham Lodge, with his grandparents Benjamin (56yrs old)
and Sarah (56yrs) Cockerell/Cockerill; his parents Elizabeth Louisa Durrant (nee
Cockerill) (21yrs) and William Durrant (29yrs); and a brother William B Durrant
(2yrs) and others.
Benjamin Cockerill was listed a retired carpenter.
Charles Durrant subsequently emigrated to Australia, and in 1873 married Helen
Prew in Melbourne. He was a tinsmith. I suspect that it was he who died in 1891
at Yarra Bend Lunatic Asylum, I suspect as a result of insmithing. Unfortunately
the death certificate of that "Charles Durrant" did not show any family, other than
he was married and a tinsmith. My grandmother, Louisa Jane Durrant was
Charles daughter.
I write to you hoping that perhaps there may be a reader of the Tuddenham
Tattler who may be able to help me in my research, and expand on the
information I have.
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The Gra
Editor: I have exchanged some emails with Donald and
Or call at 5,
t.
would love the help of our readers to answer his queries.
to get in prin
Please contact editor on 785588 or tuddenhamtattler.com
with any comments.

The Tattler is always interested in your
stories of the present or the past as well as
drawings and photos. Please contact us on
785588 . If you have a story to tell we would
be glad to interview you if you would rather
that than just writing it yourself.

Alfie, supporter to Queen Rat!

