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The Pantomime
rehearsals are
underway with adults
mid week and children
on weekends. There
are still the chorus to
cast and you are most
welcome to join in front
or backstage.
The T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s
pantomime group was
started in Tuddenham to
help new residents to
Some of the T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s at rehearsal,
make some friends in the
still looking fresh... Can you spot the ugly sisters?!
community, so why not
use this opportunity to break the ice?
Burns’ Night is to be celebrated in
Tuddenham Village Hall on 29th January.
Please contact Gill Cruickshank on
785415 if you would like to join in. Tartan
suggested, dancing shoes advised, sense
of fun obligatory!
Tuddenham Village Sign is back in
place, paint gleamingly restored.
New Year’s Eve celebrations in the
Village Hall. Ring 785474 for tickets - not
many left!
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Have you visited the Ferry
Cafe in Old Felixstowe? They
serve freshly cooked food in a
pleasant relaxed setting, next to
the Ferry which can take you to
Bawdsey. As they put it, “A reel
great plaice to catch a good
time!”
1 Take the tarmac path along an
embankment behind the Ferry Café
car park. The path passes the boatyard and follows the river wall as
you look down on abandoned boats
lying moored in muddy flats. Turn
right across a stile to walk beside
the Deben Estuary. After ½ mile
(800m) the path swings left and
then right across an inlet at the entrance to King's Fleet.
2 Turn left to descend the embankment and walk along a broad track.
You pass an old wind pump and
stay on this track as it winds its way
between farmland and King's Fleet.

After 1 mile (1.6km) the track bends right and climbs to a farm where it becomes a tarmac
lane. Continue until you reach a T-junction.
3 Turn left across the field to climb to a ridge then drop down through the next field to The Wilderness, a belt of trees beside Falkenham Brook. Turn left through the trees and follow this
path alongside the stream, then bend right to cross a meadow. Make for the corner of a hedge
opposite and bear right alongside a fence to cross a footbridge and continue on a grassy path
between the fields. When you get to the end of a field, turn left and continue to the end of a
hedge, then turn right to climb a track to Brick Kiln Cottages.
4 At the top of the track, turn left along a lane and stay on this lane past Gulpher Hall and its
duck pond. As the road bends right, walk past the entrance to The Brook and turn left on a field
-edge path. The path ascends then turns right around a field and cuts straight across the next
field, unless it's diverted by crops. Pass through a gate and keep straight on along the lane,
then turn left in 150yds (137m) on another path that runs between fields.
5 When you reach a pill box, turn right
on to Ferry Road down to the sea.
Cross Cliff Road and turn left, walking
past the clubhouse and turning halfright across the golf course on a signposted path to reach the sea wall. Turn
left and walk along the wall, passing two
Martello towers and a row of beach
huts. Continue to the mouth of the estuary and turn left just before the jetty to
return to the Ferry Café.
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
The council December meeting is on
Tuesday, 7th December, when the precept
will be decided. All residents are
most welcome to attend, including YOU! Contact the Parish
Clerk, Carol Frost, to add items
to the agenda.
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The Mobile Library is still
coming to Tuddenham Fountain
on Mondays from 4.15 till 4.30
pm.
This is a great service for
the young and elderly in the
village.
Why not try it out
and support the facility?

BURNS SUPPER
We are going to have a Burns Supper on Saturday, 29th January. Cost will be £10 and we will
have to have a raffle to try and cover the
cost of the band. There will be a three
course meal and professional band . It will be to raise funds
for the Village Hall and the Treehouse Appeal. Bring your
own bottle. Tickets available from Gill Cruickshank
01473785415, numbers limited.

IT Girl’s Utterances…
itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com

1. www.all-4-free.com/santa50/autorank.html
Top 50 Christmas sites - updated every 30 minutes based on the
number of visitors
2. www.fanpop.com/spots/christmas/articles/64/title/watch-101-classic
-christmas-videos-online
101 Classic Christmas videos from You Tube
3. www.amazon.co.uk/Christmas
Gift suggestions for all the family members
and guaranteed delivery before Christmas!
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FYNN VALLEY FARM - TUDDENHAM ST. MARTIN
Just to let you know that we will be selling Christmas trees again.
Open weekends from 10.00 - 4.00 pm. Starting Saturday 27th November 2010.

Growing trees of various sizes, walk in the forest, select
your tree and we cut it for you. Also available Pot Grown Trees,
Cut trees, Wreaths, Christmas Decorations and Local Art.

We also welcome you to our B& B with a separate entrance to:
Double and Family rooms with en-suite. Single from £35 p.n
and double from £60 p.n. All rooms on ground floor. For more information and
bookings see our website at: suffolkbandb.com or telephone mobile 07702
463771

Coffee morning in aid of the St Elizabeth Hospice.
Mince Pies - Bring & Buy - Cake Stall
Saturday 4th December 2010, from 10.00-12.30 pm
At Fynn Valley Farm
Looking forward to seeing you.
Just to let you know that I spoke to Julie Becket
to book my ticket for New Year's Eve at the village hall, (see below.)
She tells me that tickets are selling fast and she
has already sold more than 50 - so if you want to
celebrate in the village you need to contact Julie
soon as numbers are limited. Jean Ellinor

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Village Hall
Live Music by Dave Charles
Glass of Champagne at midnight
Bring own food and drinks
£7.50 per person,
profit after costs going to
“Tree house appeal.”
For tickets or more information
contact Julie on 785474.
There will be a raffle on the evening and
any donations will be gratefully received.

Christmas WI Meeting
14th December,
7:30 in village hall.
Cathy Watson (winner of the
Suffolk Show WI 1st Prize in
cake decorating 2009) will
be demonstrating her skills
with novelty Christmas
cakes. We will be having a
competition – a Christmas
Arrangement with Candle,
and a raffle. All members
will be bringing a small plate
of food. Come along all you
ladies out there who would
like to see what the WI is
really like!! No need to be a
member, just come along.
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PANTOMIME REVIEW

Welcome to a new resident, Emma Hiscox, in 1, The
Street, Tuddenham. Her hobbies are shopping, floristry,
handbags, gardening and
baking and she works for
Coop Bank. She did some
“am dram” at college so a
welcome addition to the
T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s team.

Great news at Thicknesse Cottage - Mark and
Jules are delighted to announce the arrival of twins.
They are two years old - a
boy and a girl - who are settling in well and are already
getting to know their way
round the village. They are
delightful and lively and
keeping their
Mum and Dad
on their toes!

Oh it’s started again, the roar of
the greasepaint, the smell of the
crowd. The first rehearsal for the
T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s (Tuddenham Amateur Dramatic People of Little Experience) pantomime
began on Wednesday with gusto and enthusiasm. Scripts in hand, they all rolled up to the
Village Hall, directed by the fabulous Arthur
Jackson. Onto the stage they
climbed, shouts of ‘where do I
come in?’ and ‘up right!, no..
down left’. Laughter as the lines
were delivered with aplomb, smiles as silly hats
have already appeared for the costume lady to
adapt and utilise. Groans as the major players
realised what songs they will be singing. The
Director reminds everyone that the script is for
learning and not to be used as a
coaster for the rest of the week. We
all have to learn our lines for the first
rehearsal after Christmas – there will
be no scripts allowed on stage from
January, and he’s strict.
This is a special time in the village, where
the few prepare to perform for the many. They
all give their time willingly and for free, soon the
stage will be set, the shed cleared and set up
for the children’s dressing room. The musical
director will be circulating CDs and
MP3s so that all can learn the
songs, ready for that all important first night way off in February half term week. Chorus still
has a space for YOU!
Make your way to the village hall,
‘cos the panto’s here,
the panto to entertain you
with music and laughter
and slapstick escapades
the panto to entertain you!
Julie Irving
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How to Kill by Keith Douglas
Under the parabola of a ball,
a child turning into a man,
I looked into the air too long.
The ball fell in my hand, it sang
in the closed fist: Open Open
Behold a gift designed to kill.
Now in my dial of glass appears
the soldier who is going to die.
He smiles, and moves about in ways
his mother knows, habits of his.
The wires touch his face: I cry
Now. Death, like a familiar, hears
and look, has made a man of dust
of a man of flesh. This sorcery
I do. Being damned, I am amused
to see the centre of love diffused
and the waves of love travel into vacancy.
How easy it is to make a ghost.
The weightless mosquito touches
Her tiny shadow on the stone,
and with how like, how infinite
a lightness, man and shadow meet.
They fuse. A shadow is a man
when the mosquito death approaches.

Firewood For Sale.
Seasoned Hardwood, very good quality. £90 per load (1.4cubic metres),
free delivery.
Tel; 01473 785436 or mob 07884
234728. Many thanks, and thanks
also for doing this last year!
Trevor
Church View, The
Street.
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Keith Douglas was born in 1920.
His father fought in the First World
War, and in the Second World War
Keith chose to fight too. After only
a year at university he joined the
cavalry (he loved horse-riding), but
like the rest of the cavalry he actually trained in tanks. As well as an
excellent horseman he was a keen
rugby player; he also started writing poetry in his teens.
Some people have said that he
would have been one of the century's greatest poets if he had
lived. Keith Douglas himself said
that most of the poetry of the war
would be written only after it was
over, whether by soldiers or civilians. He knew that this war had involved civilians to a much greater
extent than ever before, though he
did not know that an estimated 27
million civilians would be killed by
the end of the war - double the
number of soldiers killed.
Keith Douglas was injured by a
landmine during the battles in
Egypt, and was taken to a hospital
in what was then Palestine. He took
the opportunity to write poems
while he recovered, and then went
back to active service. He was
killed during the Allied invasion of
Normandy. He was only 24 years
old.

Ed: I have never lived through a war but have
come to know some ladies recently whose partners are representing us in Afghanistan. I am
bowed down in wonder at their sacrifice on our
behalf, regardless of my politics. Bowed down.
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Hello! Another Edition hits the streets, we could soon be back to normal! The
weather has certainly taken a turn for the worse – shorts on the golf course are out until the
Spring! The trees are lovely with all the different colours, but wouldn’t it be nice if the leaves did
not cover the grass, paths and everything else!
Since our last edition we have lost two village stalwarts in Margaret Whinney and Bella Green,
and we extend our deepest sympathy to both families. The services for both were well attended by villagers supporting their respective families and to wish them well on this last voyage.
The Gift Day on 30th October was very successful, and we thank all those who contributed gifts in support of their church. A total of £ 2,138.60 was raised, of which £170 was
from Jackie Lugo’s Bring + Buy stall! Although down on last year’s £ 2,371, it was a splendid
result when considered that there was a parallel appeal for the Rev Sam’s retirement present.
Thank you all!
The benefice said it’s farewell to Brenda and Sam at Witnesham on 31 st October. After a delightful service most of the large congregation retired to the village hall for refreshments
laid on by the ladies from all three churches. Brenda was presented with a bouquet
and Sam received three M’s. The first was Memories of his flock, in the form of an album full of messages and pictures (compiled by Paul Laughlin). The second M was
Medicine – in the form of a bottle of Glen Livet single malt! The third M was money, in
the form of a cheque donated to by members of all three churches and supportive villagers from each of the three villages. We wish them both a long and happy retirement in Trimley-St-Mary – not really too far away!
A meeting was held on 18th November attended by the Bishop of Dunwich, the Archdeacon of Suffolk and the Rural Dean to advise and guide officers of the PCC’s on the way
ahead in the recruitment of a new Priest. The benefice profile and our needs were discussed.
The post is to be advertised as a half post, the other half being Chaplain to the Suffolk College
and University campus. The vacancy will be advertised from Christmas, so we could have a
new vicar by the autumn of 2011! We are fortunate in that we have been left with a strong Ministry team to cover secular and pastoral needs, albeit we shall require a good supply of visiting
preachers.
Services will continue at 0930 every Sunday morning with a service of Holy Communion at 0800 hours on the fourth Sunday. Sunday School continues to be held during 0930
services. There is always room for more (children + adults) and new residents will receive a
warm welcome! There will be a service of Nine Lessons + Carols at 1830 hours on 19 th December. A Children’s Service at 1500 hours on Christmas Eve – usually busy so come early for
a good seat! There will be a Midnight Mass commencing at 2330 hours on Christmas Eve followed by a Family Communion at 0930 on Christmas Day.
Floodlighting sponsorship is still available at £5.00 per week-end to remember a loved one or celebrate a special event. If the event is of special significance weekday lighting can be arranged. Floodlighting sponsorship or Priestly visits can be arranged by contacting the Writer on 785296, or at ‘Camforth’, Westerfield Lane, or Monica Pipe on 785272.Thank you supporters of this function.
The Writer

God Bless you and yours.
Jim P 21.11.2010
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BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATIONS
Lisa Lambe was 40 recently and there was a humdinger of a party in the village
hall on 16 October. The birthday girl arrived in fine style in a
stretch limo with her friends
and from then on Lisa never
stopped smiling and having a
great time.
There was a superb disco
with lots of dancing,
especially the younger
guests, and a wonderful buffet. As you can
see from the photos, it
was FUN all the way!
These photos
show Lisa with her
friends - all from the
same sheltered
home that they share
for communal activities though all have
their own flats within
the building. They all
seemed very happy
and close we thought.
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BELATED WELCOME TO OLIVER AND DIANA PIPE
Oliver and Diana moved into Hill Farm at Easter and are settling into village
life well. They have known each other for 2 1/2 years and were married in May
2009, having met via the internet. Diana was brought up on the Isle of Wight and
tells me that her father is a part-time farmer and full-time sailor so family and
friends will have it!!. She has inherited his love of the sea, sailing dinghies and
yachts from an early age.
From then Diana joined the Royal Navy for 9 1/2 years, becoming a Lieutenant which involved warfare navigating and being an executive officer with much
time at sea. She was also very involved in training with the Olympic boat
( yingling ) in the 2nd British team. Since leaving the Navy in Feb, Diana has continued to sail as a teacher at the Royal Hospital School, and been involved with
the Royal Yachting Association and the Royal Navy Reserves as well as learning
more about farming. Oliver started life in Rushmere then the family moved to
Tuddenham in October 1984. After leaving school he went to Nottingham University to take a degree in IT then moved near Southampton to work. Oliver is working alongside Bill, his father, learning the ropes on the job and is often seen out
on the tractor over the fields and up and down the village. Oliver and Diana have
a puppy called Jet, 2 cats,4 hens and a cockerel BUT great news, they are expecting a baby in April so many congratulations. They are both keen to join in
with village life so where do we start!!

Help the Hospices
Help the Hospices has been shortlisted as one of six charities to be the Football League’s charity of the season 2011/12. The vote is open to football fans and all members of the public and
is open until Wednesday 8 December. Should we be successful we have proposed twinning
each of the 72 clubs in the Football League with their local hospice(s) for fundraising. They are
currently aiming to raise £500,000 for Marie Curie.
We need hospices to encourage your supporters and staff to log on to the Football
League website (http://www.football-league.co.uk/page/
CharityVote/0,,10794~1778615,00.html) to cast their vote for Help the Hospices. A vote for
Help the Hospices is a vote for their local club to support their local hospice.
Unfortunately not every hospice will be involved in the partnership but we would ask all hospices to encourage their supporters to cast their vote as it will mean
the League supporting hospice care in 2011/12.
More information about the clubs in the Football League can be
found on www.football-league.co.uk
If you have any questions please call Stephen Ballantyne on 020
7520 8290/07535 681 013 or email
s.ballantyne@helpthehospices.org.uk
Thank you in advance for your help!
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Sam Cowley Leaves
the Parish

Thanks to Keith Jillings
for these photos
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Suffolk Leisure Park

Ipswich Art School are hosting the
Saatchi Gallery until 10th January, featuring seven internationally renowned artists.
On 29th January another free exhibition,
“Class of...” shows work from influential
students and teachers from the Art
School. The Ipswich Museum
has an Ice Age exhibition with
Christmas fun from 4th December. Christchurch Mansion
has a Tudor Christmas theme on 12th December. Colchester Castle has an open
Evening and Market on 15th December.

Facilities include the
180 metre slope with a red
run and “softer” blue run.
Also a 40 metre junior run.
There is a driving range and shop
and a high ropes experience with a climbing wall.
You can try skiing and
snow boarding, tobogganing and ringos. Call 01473
602347 to book.
The Lodge supplies
freshly prepared food and
fine wines. Call 01473
602260 to book.
The Leisure Park is on Bourne
Hill, Wherstead, IP2 8N
Ice skating is coming to Portman Road over Christmas so get out there and
experience the winter!
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PANTOMIME
Please could any adult chorus members please attend from 3 o’clock onwards at the children’s rehearsal
on Sunday
28th November
BURNS NIGHT

Well it beats hanging out
seaweed - we think!

There is to be an ice skating rink
on the front at Felixstowe from
20th till 24th December, 10 till 5
pm. Skates included, adults
£5 or less, kids
even less!
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Saturday, 29th January, starting at
7.30 pm, in the Village Hall.
Mozart and Strauss for New Year
29th Dec (7.30 pm) and 30th Dec (2.30 pm)
Christmas readings and music with more...
4th Dec (7.30) and 5th Dec (2.30)
Tea & Biscuits or supper available

Hadleigh Old School - a lovely venue for a personal experience, with supper to
Recycling Dates in Tuddenham
add sparkle! Ring 01473 822596

The next “recycling days” for blue
topped and brown bins are on
Wednesdays 8th December and 5th
January. Tetra pak cartons can be
recycled at Foxhall and Ipswich
Recycling Centres along with
electrical items, batteries, and
other oddities. No Xmas changes.

Sunday,12th December, 18.00
St. Mary’s Church
Boxford
Part of the Suffolk Villages Festival
Concerts also on 6th March and 30th
May in Nayland and Hadleigh
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It was nearly twenty-three years
ago that Elaine and I first set foot in
Tuddenham, and unbeknown to us, it
was to be a chapter in our lives that
we look back upon with very fond
memories.
Having spent all of our lives in a
town situation we had never considered living in a village. The reason , I
suppose, was that we had been
brought up in a Salvation Army Corps
in Ipswich, and were thoroughly enjoying everything that it had to offer
However, when we arrived in Tuddenham in 1988 we were warmly welcomed by everyone and we soon put
to the back of our minds the idea that
you have to live in a village for forty
years to be accepted. We found it to
be a thriving community with an annual fete, quiz, pantomime, church
and chapel, Tattler magazine and a
village hall hosting indoor bowls, WI,
Over-Sixties Club, Painting Classes,
dog training and many other things,
not forgetting the Safari Supper and
the well-known Tuddenham Fountain.
This was a community in the best
sense of the word, and to us ‘townies’,
to find people living in the same village as their parents, and even grandparents, was amazing. Of course it is
individual people that are important.
They make up the village, whatever is
going on.
Family names, friends and acquaintances bring back to us all kinds
of memories, events and happenings
in Tuddenham. Times of great fun
and happiness, but also those occasions of real sadness that bring a
community together.
Sadly, with the passing of time,
many have left us, and recently Mar-
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garet Whinney and Bella Green have
joined that company; two ladies (along
with their husbands) among those who
have long family histories and associations with the village. All such people
have made a huge contribution to Tuddenham over the years.
A few memories of Margaret
Margaret
was born on
Church Hill – the
cottages are no
longer there – in
1917. She was
one of four children and went to school
in Tuddenham, completing here education at Witnesham, as was the norm in
those days. Following her school days
she went into domestic service.
Margaret liked dancing and she
met Ben at her brother Fred’s Wedding.
They were married in 1938 and lived in
Rushmere for two years before returning to Tuddenham.
They were thrilled with the arrival
of a baby daughter, their first child, Sylvia, who tragically died at the age of
four with meningitis. The family was
completed with the arrival of Brian and
Keith and after a while they moved to
14 The Street, opposite the chapel entrance. I remember Margaret telling me
how, during harvesting - be it potatoes,
beans, sprouts or flowers - the village
emptied during the day as ladies went
out to earn some extra income for their
families. She was one of that number.
Ben, of course, worked on the land
and I have heard that his tractor was
often seen parked by the chapel wall
during lunch-hour as he popped home
for dinner.
Because Margaret lived so close to
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us I often called to see her and was
kept informed with photos and information about everyone. As a caring
mother, Brian, Keith and the families
were always uppermost in her mind,
with brother George and Jean helping her in whatever way they could.
I was always impressed when I
visited Margaret by the fact that, although she loved TV - especially
sport - she insisted that she turn it off
while I was there. Conversation and
visitors were more important to her.
Losing her husband Ben was
understandably a great sorrow for
her, as also was the death of her sister Joyce from Keightley Way.
Margaret had five grand-children and
four great-grandchildren.
She passed away at the Aldeburgh Hospital on the 16th October
2010 aged 92 years.
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bumby at the bottom of the garden; very,
very cold in winter.
Bella also worked for Mrs Croydon
(Jewellers) at her home in Rushmere. As
with Margaret, she too was a busy mum
and worked in the fields supplementing
the family income. In the early sixties the
family moved to a council house in Tuddenham. What a luxury! Following this
she got a job at the Post Office as a canteen assistant.
Bella and Harold had three sons,
Terry, Richard and Roger, and what a
support they have been - ably supported
by their wives, Beryl, Jenny and Shirley since Bella suffered a stroke in 2002. Not
forgetting to mention Bella’s nieces,
Susan and Joan.
Harold and Bella moved into their
bungalow which was built at the bottom of
their garden.
A great loss to Bella was Harold’s
death in 2008.
A few memories of Isabella Rachel
Bella
Green (affectionately known as
had six
Bella)
grandchilBella was born in Tuddenham
dren and
on the 4th February 1923, to Annie
three greatand Bill Garrod. She was the last
grandchilsurvivor of six children, and also atdren and
tended the school in Tuddenham,
passed away
moving on to Witnesham.
in her own
Her education complete, she
home – as
worked as a domestic, cycling every was her expressed wish - on the 22nd
day to Park Road, Ipswich. Bella met October 2010. She was 87 years of age.
Harold and they were married in
Woodbridge early in 1941. She lived For both these families it is indeed the
closing of a chapter, but we carry our
at 2 Porch Cottages until the war
ended and then moved into their first memories with us, and are very grateful to have shared in their lives in
home at No 3, Seven Cottages,
some small way.
Rushmere when Harold returned
from service abroad. It was very
small and basic accommodation with Thanks, Tony, for this moving tribute
shared outside tap - as well the fam- to two lovely Tuddenham Ladies.
ily remembers – not forgetting the

