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Tuddenham Pantomime
Once again the T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s brought
us an entertaining evening worthy of the London stage. The children stole the show - even
the principal parts taken by youngsters who
were word perfect and deep into character.
Stunning accents, clever mannerisms, great
costumes.
Julie Irving was new to the Director’s role
and embraced the task with true
T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s amateur grit.
What an improvement from the
dress rehearsal to the first night!

Catherine and Alan Forsdike
were “Music” once more - our
longest runners. This annual
Tuddenham event was started
to help build a community in
the village and it continues to
succeed with true aplomb.
Becky Kerry, below, even returned to the stage. Greetings!
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Fun and frolics were seen on and off
stage, giving the line “hold the cucumber!” new
meaning. Some helpers constantly seemed to
be on the phone whilst others were only fit for
the bin! I have a theory that our Dame’s curvaceous silhouette was thanks to French implants; not fit for human
use!
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The chorus were versatile and kept cropping up in cameo roles to bring colour and breadth to the production, with Julie at their hub as an energy source.

At the “clear up” on the Sunday morning there was a host of willing workers,
children and adults. Again Julie led from the front! The sun shone as the tractor
was unloaded giving that annual glimpse of past productions as the props are set
out on the grass ready to be stored in the shed for another year. The hall is polished from top to toe and helpers look forward, discussing next year’s production
choice. T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s are fit and well, thanks to Julie and her commitment.
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TATTLER QUIZ
The quiz was on 10th March and the winning team was made up of the Bloomfields,
Knotts and Irvings - yet another win for Julie!!
Tony and Elaine French brought class to the
event at the top table with Jackie and David
Lugo irreplaceable preparing the refreshments
and setting up the hall. Your Tattler photographer was so overwhelmed at the strange happenings that no photographic evidence is available. Plasticine creations lost to the nation
along with singing that would break a glass
(and a soul) at a hundred paces.

Tuddenham Statue
Picasso’s painting
“Child With A Dove” is on
sale for around £50 million,
read the news headline. It
reminded me that this was
one of the original sources
that led us to the design of
the hands statue on the village fork in front of “The
Chapel.” We wanted a symbol of peace and freedom for
The Millennium.

The event raised £400 for “The
Swim.” Did you see the TV programme where
David Walliams swam the length of the River
Thames? He raised money for Sports Relief, to
support African and Asian street children as
well as some British charities. It was a moving
demonstration of extreme need balanced with
super human effort which raised monies as well
as awareness. An inspiration to us all to consider what we are really capable of and how
that can be harnessed to help others.

Greenways arrange regular work parties in this area. Opportunities to contribute combined with exercise and the reward of improving your environment.
You can turn up at the following regular meeting points:
Tuesdays 9.30
Holywells Park Stable Block
Most Fridays

9.30

Holywells Park Stable Block

Most Saturdays 1.00 pm Northgate allotments
3rd Sunday of month 10.30 - 1.00 pm, Spring Wood Work Party
- ring Gerry on 01473 726082 to join in.
Ring Rangers on 01473 433994 for individual Ranger events.
2nd Thursday of month 8pm drinks and chat at Dove Inn, all
environmentally minded people welcome. Ring Steve on 07724 004272
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Dial a Ride
Dial a Ride is a community transport scheme run by The
Voluntary Network which provides a door to door accessible
minibus service for people who find it difficult to use public transport.
It is available to anyone living in the Forest Heath and East Cambs area who find
it difficult to use public transport.
Dial a Ride will collect you from your home, our fantastic team of drivers will help
you on and off the bus and even help to carry shopping to your front door.
You can use the bus for any purpose, for example medical appointments, shopping, day centres, social clubs, to visit friends and family.
We also run day excursions: Pub Lunches, trips to Cambridge, Bury St Edmunds,
Ely and even the Seaside in the summer.
We have a dedicated booking line which is open Monday to Friday
9am until 1pm. All requests are noted, we will then advise you of availability.
All passengers need to become members of the Dial a Ride scheme.
If you would like further information or an application pack then please call 01638
608022.

Hello, again! It seems a long time since August 2011, even with
the speed that time seems to disappear with these days! It is good to be back
though and the chance to pass our news around is very much appreciated!
We were requested by the Archdeacon to accept another year of interregnum to
give the diocesan staff time to review the joining of the two posts, viz: Chaplain of
USC + Vicar of our benefice, which was proving difficult. This was agreed to.
Whist we still ‘officially’ have a vacant pulpit, the position has been filled with the
appointment of our own Rev Alan Forsdike as Curate in Charge of the three
benefice churches on the 18th December 2011. The situation is to be reviewed
after twelve months and it will continue if everyone (clerics and laity) is happy
with the situation and Alan is willing to continue. We are fortunate that this has
happened and that Alan is fully supported by a strong and willing ministry team.
The term OLM (Ordained Local Minister) has been replaced with SSM (Self Supporting Minister).
Services will continue at 0930 every Sunday morning with a service of Holy
Communion at 0800 hours on the fourth Sunday. Sunday School continues to be
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held during 0930 services, albeit that this has been difficult to maintain with business and family pressures on the tutorial team, but our Rev Catherine steps in to
help when her ministerial duties allow her to do so. All are welcome to join in our
services, regardless of caste, creed or colour! During Holy Week there will be a
service at 1830 on Wednesday 4th April evening in St Martin’s, a Children’s Workshop at 1000 hours on Good Friday in the Village Hall (always well attended and
enjoyed by the children + adults!) and at 1830 on Saturday 7th ‘Tenebrae’ service
in St Martins.
There are services in other benefice churches on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Rev Catherine is leading a group seeking Confirmation at Rushmere Church on 9th September. Anyone interested should contact
Catherine on 252904 or speak to one of the Church Wardens’.
In our last SM News we advised on the theft of our lightning conductor and the cost of restoration - £264.00. We had our claim on insurance concluded with a cheque for £46.00 two weeks ago, and
have had to expend about £80.00 on Smartwater marker fluid! We
had a visit from our architect last week to conduct a Quinquennial Survey of work
required to maintain the church building and environs into the future. We await
the report! This week has seen the installation of a hearing loop and sound amplification system in the church – so no excuses now, you will hear everything! You
will realise there will be more Fund Raising events in the very near future! We will
advise of these in the next issue (soon)!
It was lovely to see Arthur Jackson out for a walk with Dymphna last week in
answer to all our prayers.
Floodlighting sponsorship is still available at £5.00 per week-end to remember a loved one or celebrate a special event. If the event is of special significance
weekday lighting can be arranged. Floodlighting sponsorship or Priestly visits can
be arranged by contacting the Writer on 785296, or at ‘Camforth’, Westerfield
Lane, or Monica Pipe on 785272.Thank you supporters of this function and all
our other needs.
Oh, and the St Martin’s AGM is on 22nd April, after Church service,
when reports will be presented and officers and PCC members elected.
God Bless you and yours.
Jim P 16.03.2012
Recycling Dates in Tuddenham

The Writer

The next “recycling days” for
blue topped and brown bins are
on Wednesdays, 28th March and
11th and 25th April.
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Phew! That’s that for another year! We’ve had a terrific time putting on the
Tuddenham Amateur Dramatic People Of Little Experience Robinson Crusoe
pantomime this year.
Deliciously dreadful puns and ruinous rhymes were just the start of an adventure (and that was just the auditions) before we had to head straight into shipwreck and creatures of the deep (Jim Punton in a kilt, various sea creatures and
seaweed drapery – it was a surprising portrayal of Davy MacJones) Robinson
Crusoe managed to get back home and marry his sweetheart Polly, Man Thursday and Dame Peggy fell for each other, Jack Spanner was defeated, Black
Eyed Bess was turned for the good, and all was well in panto land again.
This was my first year directing and for anyone who has not been involved
before, and is reading this, the level of versatility, commitment and sheer physical
energy needed would floor the average athlete. I hope as a director, the cast felt
that I let them have their own ideas in a way that fitted the overall vision for the
show. Apart from anything else, directing – being the person in charge - means
that you could be thinking about so many things that you might miss a great idea
from one of the cast. It’s been a huge learning curve for me – when you perform, you take for granted the props and scenery, the magical appearance of the
children’s dressing room, the adults dressing room, the stage extension, the carpet, the blackout covering on the windows, the lights, aunties for the children,
children’s costumes, adult’s costumes – do I need to go on? Thankfully, Jean,
Joan and Fiona were on hand to offer help and advice, as well as meeting their
own responsibilities back stage.
It’s a huge responsibility picking the right people for the roles, and after the
auditions, I realised we had a cast of youngsters, who stepped up to the plate
and, performed extremely well in many of the principal roles. Jean Ellinor and
Fiona Knott helped with the selection. Jean also assisted me with the directing
and all of the choreography for the children.
Judy, our wardrobe mistress excelled this year and the award for best costume has to go to Paul Jennings as Dame Peggy – in the Versace-esque leggings, gold blouse and beehive hairdo, it was beyond tacky! There’s not many
that could carry it off – he can.
I would also like to say a massive thank you to Tony Alcock who has been guiding and helping me in the ways of the backstage boys. Although Tony would like
to take a backseat in the panto, his advice and generosity of ideas has been invaluable.
Thanks must be given to Lynne and James Mortimer who allow us in their
wisdom to utilise the script, and Adrian Frost who generously adapted and wrote
extra pieces – notably Britannia’s Got Talent.
A lot is expected of the village panto, but I hope that this year’s offering
ranks highly with the audience who supported us. Thanks to a small, stalwart
band of people who give their time and effort, this event continues to entertain
year after year. If you would like to get involved in next year’s pantomime, in any
capacity, please contact me, Julie Irving on 01473 721576.
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Dear Editor,
The fete is on Saturday
16th June at Poplar Farm at
2.00pm. Please could you advertise this.
Any offers of help’ input or
contribution’ will be appreciated.
Contact Gill Cruickshank
01473785415.
There is a Parking Place
available to rent at the Village
Hall at £40 a year. Please apply to Ian Watson
01473785583.
Many thanks, Gill.

Tuddenham Council Web Site
Tuddenham St. Martin Parish Council now
has a Web site. Go to
http://tuddenhamsmpc.blogspot.com/
for regular updates on Parish Council
affairs.
To be kept informed of activity on the web
site send an e-mail to david@bbbweb.com
asking to be added to the e-mail list.

Suffolk Broadband
We would like to remind councils of the closing date for registering your support
for better broadband for Suffolk.
There are only a few days left until the 31st March deadline and the ‘Better
Broadband for Suffolk Team’ are urging everyone to show their support.
Broadband has become increasingly important to local councils with plans, consultations, legislation, information becoming only available online.
The speed of Suffolk’s broadband varies across the county with many lines only
achieving 5mb or less.
With a fibre optic network being made available for the majority of Suffolk and
other technologies being put forward to assist the rest, speeds will increase
significantly to 20mb. The new network will be future proof with plans to be able
to achieve 100mb by 2020.
Faster broadband will benefit local councils, residents, schools and businesses
across Suffolk
To pledge your support sign up here: http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/broadband
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
In early March the Parish Council met and talked about speeding in the village, the option to install timers on the street lights to save energy and money by
turning them off at night, the option to buy the children’s playground - Steve
Hudson kindly offered District Council funds to cover our legal costs for this. He
also confirmed that council tax would remain at 2011 levels this year.
The Community Police Officer reported no crime in Tuddenham and gave a
new contact number for the local Police Station, available country wide, as 101.
There was talk of speed checks in Tuddenham. Julie Beckett has offered her
resignation so there is a post available for any aspiring Parish
Councillor - contact Bill on 785272. Our thanks to Julie for her contribution to
village life! Tuddenham is to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee with mugs for the
under 16s and an event on 4/5th June at the Village Hall. The Parish Council
offered £200 towards costs. Martin Page offered to organise the event. He can
be contacted on 785712.
The next Parish Council meeting will
be 1st May and you are welcome to attend
and discuss arrangements for the Jubilee
celebrations further. A party with donated
food and games was suggested...

Soup 'n Sweet
Saturday 14th April
Village Hall 12.30p.m.
Tickets £6 children £2.50
An opportunity
to mix with fellow residents,
sharing good food
and fellowship.
Ring Jackie on 252315 or
Monica on 785272 to book.
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PANTO WASH UP MEETING
Wednesday, 6th June,
7.30 pm, in Village Hall
721576 for details

Come along with
views & offers of help!

Tuddenhamtattler.com
After several years in the
wilderness, your Tattler Web
Site has now been updated
with all the recent issues. Do
you have any suggestions for
improving the site?
Any photos or additions?
Please contact our IT Girl with your
comments at

itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com

