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Auditions for Snow White are on 7th
November at the Village Hall. New blood
is wanted - youngsters for dragons,
glamour for dwarves, body builders for
the leading lady and, oh just a minute - I
think that is wrong... Come to the auditions to find out what our artistic directors
can make out of a bad bunch! In the past
they have created men coming out of
canons, underwater treasure, dancing
animals and spooky ghosts. The only
magic required is your energy and the
reward is treasure beyond your wildest
dreams - clapping, cheering, booing (for
the baddy) and belonging to the best village in the world! - PROBABLY????
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SNOW WHITE
So, we’re doing Snow White again
are we? I remember when we first did
this, twenty years ago. I thought I’d just
share my experience of joining the
TADPOLES, in a blatant attempt to persuade some more people to join us this
year. My wife and I had just moved to
Tuddenham, pleased to be out of the
town, relieved to get a little more space
and privacy, and curious about what village life would be like. The day after we
moved in, my neighbour climbed over
my garden fence, introduced himself,
and asked me to join the village pantomime. I gulped hard and said I’d come
along to the auditions. I wasn’t sure
what to expect at the auditions. I was a
little nervous. I hadn’t acted on stage
since playing Queen Isabella of France
in Henry V. (It was an all-boys school.
Someone had to do it. I’m OK with it
now). Anyway, I needn’t have worried.

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

The pantomime team work and
play together. It was started to
integrate any Tuddenham
newcomers and it works!
There was no fierce competition
for parts; this is a small village and
even people from the shallow end of
the talent pool, like me, were welcome. We just read through the script,
swapping parts occasionally, laughing
at all the appalling jokes. Then the artistic directors retired to another room
for a short while and returned to tell us
who had got which part. I think that
year, everyone got at least one part.
In subsequent years if we have had a
surplus of talent, then people have
joined the chorus which is just as
much fun and perhaps slightly less
embarrassing.
Audition night is always a lot of
fun. Newcomers are made very welcome and there’s always a nice feeling of excitement about taking on the
project ahead. After the audition came
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the rehearsals. Because we do our pantomime in
spring half-term, the rehearsals are always
stretched over the dark winter nights and although it can be an effort to get out and up to the
Village Hall on the one or two occasions when
Tuddenham is snow-bound its always very rewarding. The thing I feared most about joining the
Tadpoles is that it would be very “Am-Dram”. I’ve
heard Linda Snell directing the Ambridge Panto
so I know what it can be like. “Oh, Darling. You
sang that number beautifully. Divinely. Now can
we just try it again and let’s try to get all the
notes, this time!” I can tell you honestly that there
is no air-kissing in the Tadpoles and I have never
heard anyone called ‘luvvie’.
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and fresh. I should give a
warning though. The days
after the pantomime can be
a bit of an anti-climax as
you find yourself with time
on your hands and showtunes in your head. But we
always follow up a few
weeks later with a big
party.
I hope this has
given you a flavour of what
being in the Tuddenham
Pantomime is like and has
tempted you to join us. If
you’ve ever toyed with the
idea, I urge you to take the
plunge. It’s a fantastic way
to get to know lots of people in the village. And if we
get a good response from
this article, I promise I
won’t be climbing over anyone’s garden fence!

We are the Tuddenham Amateur Dramatic
People Of Little
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are dressed ready to go on stage we lack in those
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Fields of Conflict
Hasn’t this been a wonderful year of sport for “Team GB”?
The Olympics stand out for the wonderful spirit they created as much as
for the attainments of the competitors.
The volunteers were inspiring. Did
you go? Did you take part in any capacity? The Tattler would love to hear
your stories. Perhaps you watched the Tour de France,
or the Ryder Cup?
How much better for nations to compete on the playing field than
the battle field? This September our family explored several fields of war in Europe the Battles near Ypres,
(Northern Front) and Cortina
(Italy v. Austria) of World War One, those of
Berlin
and
German graves near Ypres
Dunkirk
from World War Two, and the Cold War
played out in Eastern Germany. We wandered in sun drenched “Flanders Fields”
and waded in the surf at Dunkirk. We discussed physical and mental torture; which
do you think worse? We discussed the
Allied graves near Ypres
relative values of living conditions and freedom.
We compared German and British war graves surprisingly similar. We walked in trenches on The Somme and through tunnels
under the Alps comparing trench foot with frostbite. We talked to young and old
about the politics of war and
peace.
On one thing we all
agreed. War is terrible.
So, with Amnesty Day here in
only a month,
“We
The beautiful Dunkirk beach

will remember
them.”
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Tuddenham Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
Tuddenham
celebrated with a
red, white and blue
themed “Bring and
Share” picnic at the
Village Hall. Over
100 residents attended and joined
in an afternoon of
games and quizzes
finishing with a “60
decade” sing along, led by our musical vicars, Reverends Catherine and Alan Forsdike. Joan Bloomfield
set up a right royal quiz (what is the Queen’s middle
name?) and gave out royal masks for prizes. Apparently the Royal Fly Past went the wrong way - Tuddenham residents stood watching for ages then
heard that a new route had been chosen! Everyone
had a great time.
Thanks to Jean Ellinor for her reporting and photos for
this event and particular thanks to Martin Page who organised
the event and to the Parish Council for their sponsorship.

The Tuddenham Chapel
The Tuddenham Chapel congregation were reunited once more on a sunny day
in August to share food, fellowship and a refreshing swim at Julie and Graham
Kemp’s house. Tony and Elaine French were there to lead the group, as ever,
and at the finish, talk was of when they might meet again. A lovely day.

Page 6

Oct 2012

Welcome to some
new village residents!
Kelvin and Stephanie Lay were welcomed to Tuddenham at the Safari Supper after moving into Pheasant’s Rise, where Colin and Brenda Heap used to live.
They come from London though they have family in
Ipswich and are related to Jack who used to run the
village shop with Elaine. Colin and Brenda had a good
send off at The Fountain and will be missed in the village as well as at the annual pantomime. Thank you
for your contributions to village life!
Karen and family have moved into
Rose Cottage where David and Valerie
Pennington used to live. David was very
active in the village on the Parish Council
and setting up a Council web site - we wish them well.

Happy Ruby Wedding
Anniversary to
Doug and Joan Bloomfield and
may you share many more!
Tuddenham celebrated the Macmillan coffee morning on 29th September in style, hosted by Rineke
and Harry Brightwell. Around
fifty people joined to make
about £300 with a bring and
buy stall and some lovely
cakes on offer. Jackie Lugo
ran a raffle. It was a beautiful
Autumn morning.
The Ipswich Half
Marathon passed
through Tuddenham on 23rd September and Mike
Trotman, from The Granaries, represented us all
taking only 2 hours and 5 minutes to complete the
course. Well done Mike!
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Harvest
Lunch
Around 40
people attended the
annual Harvest Lunch
after the church service. Pauline Procter
mentioned the beautiful
sunflowers from Jackie
Lugo’s garden which
graced the church.
Dymphna Jackson paid
homage to the lovely
food on offer - beef,
sausage and chicken
casseroles, stuffed peppers, mashed potatoes
and vegetables followed by harvest produce such as fruit
crumbles, and upside
down apple pudding.
Alan and Catherine
Forsdike put on a little
play to entertain the
troops which went
down well.

Safari Supper
A lovely sunset with
balmy weather graced
the Safari Supper this
year. 35 people wandered around the village
and were rewarded with
good food and company,
all meeting up at Jo
Tickle’s house for coffee
at the finish. Thanks to
Monica Pipe for organising the evening.
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Village Torch Relay
The Village Torch Relay was held
on 7th July - the same day that the
official torch passed through Ipswich. It was the idea of Stephen
Henley, landlord at The Barley
Mow and involved Tuddenahm,
Witnesham, Westerfield, Ashbocking Swilland and Otley villages. An
official torch was loaned to the
group and
Mike Trotman
ran as part of the relay into Tuddenham Fountain car park
where the torch was available for photos. Charles Lewis
from The Fountain and Jim Kerridge (ex Fountain landlord)
also did their bit!! Just under 200 people took part and runners got medal for joining in, kindly donated by Roger Leeke.
Money collected at the event will go to East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices. Photos show Amber with a real torch and
grand father Mike running as part of the relay team.

IT Boy@tuddenhamtattler.com
In this edition of IT boy we are listing some male orientated websites.
•
http://www.theverge.com/
The best technology website in my opinion with all the latest news and reviews on the
newest gadgets.
http://500px.com/
A website where people upload their best photos, a joy to browse and generate ideas.
With Autumn just starting, would be great place to showcase our great village if you
want to take some snaps.
•

http://www.dpreview.com/
While we’re on the subject of photography, Digital Photography Review is a useful website to find in depth reviews on cameras. The forums contain a wealth of knowledge with
pro-photographers on hand to provide answers to your questions.
•

http://www.jamesallenonf1.com/
The best source for Formula 1 news. Edited by James Allen, former commentator for the
ITV coverage and currently commentating races on BBC 5 Live. If you’re interested in the
sport, listening to the monthly podcasts are well worth it.
•

http://www.digitaltrends.com/buying-guides/best-ipad-apps/
Guide to the best iPad apps available at the moment, they do more than play games.
•
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PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
Apologies to Jim
Punton, our St Martins
correspondent, for not
getting copy from him
for this issue.

The Parish Council meeting was held on
2nd October. The Council passed on their appreciation of
the work put in by David Pennington for the Council as well as the Council web
site and wish both him and Valerie well in their new home. Consequential on their
leaving, the Parish Council now has a vacancy. If you would like to join our merry
band please contact the Clerk, Carol, on 785256.
A member of the audience asked the council to address the issue of speeding in
the village. Peter Bellafield, our County Councillor, seemed dubious that anything
more could be done. We continue to push the police for speed checks. Bealings
have installed some new lines to discourage drivers from straying onto the verge
but the results are not available as yet on this initiative. Our Clerk, Carol Frost, is
to write to the Highways Department about overgrown foliage which pushes vehicles to the middle of the road. If your property has vegetation hanging over the
road apparently the council can trim it then send you a bill! Back Lane has suffered from recent heavy rain and the Parish Council are looking into getting some
repairs done. Discussion continues over the option of the Parish Council assuming ownership of the playing field in Keightley Way. Apparently there is a possibility of two sewage tanks lying underground there and this risks some financial
penalty. Steve Hudson, our District Councillor, is to clarify matters further before
we proceed - should they indemnify us, should we take out some insurance, or
should the land be explored using bore holes?
Libraries in this area have now passed to a Provident Mutual Society or charity
so the County Council saves money. The mobile bus will still run but only
monthly. We were assured that E.D.F. continue to progress plans for “Sizewell C”
despite rumours to the contrary. The Community Police reported no crimes in our
Parish.
The Clerk reported that the Council had spent £316 on Jubilee Celebrations and
mugs for the children. Feedback was good about the event and Martin Page was
praised for his work in organising the day.
Planning is complete for change of use for the Chapel to become a community
shop and the Council hope this project thrives.
Adrian Frost is to take on the Council Web Site and Blog.
It is hoped to discuss new projects to “improve” the village environv
ment at the next meeting - do you have any ideas?
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